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   The 2008-2009 Camp officers were sworn in at the August meeting.  Commander 
Norm Ernst was elected Commander by a margin of two votes over past-Adjutant Bryan 
Jacobs.  Erik Ernst was unanimously installed as Lt. Commander by acclamation after 
none of the candidates for the office won a majority of votes, and all of the other candi-
dates decided to withdraw their nominations instead of holding a run-off.  The other offi-
cers elected to posts during the recent Camp election were past-Commander Glen Edens 
to Adjutant, past-Commander Brent Jacobs to Treasurer, compatriot Swede Workentine 
to Chaplain, and compatriot Dan Burch to Secretary.   
   Norm Ernst brings two years of experience as immediate past-Lt. Commander to his 
new office, and he has quite a few ideas he plans on implementing to focus the direction 
of the Camp for the next year.  One of his main areas of activity has been in recruiting, 
and we can definitely expect to see more recruiting ideas and events in the coming year.   
   Glen brings a wealth of experience to his Adjutant’s position, as he has served as 
Camp Adjutant twice before, as well as having served as Lt. Commander and Camp 
Commander.  Brent has similarly served in several capacities within the Camp, includ-
ing two previous terms as Camp Commander with Camp 458 and three terms with a 
prior Camp, as well as having served as Camp Adjutant and Historian.  He has also been 
Treasurer for all of the Pacific-Northwest Conventions, as well as currently serving as 
Treasurer for the Jefferson Davis Park.  This is Erik, Dan, and Swede’s first elected offi-
cer position within the Camp, though all three have shown great commitment to the 
Camp and Cause in their time with the Camp so far, and with the tasks assigned to them. 

(L to R) Commander Norm Ernst, Lt. Commander Erik Ernst, Adjutant Glen Edens, Secretary Dan Burch 
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Camp Officers 
   Who or What inspires you?  Your first impression may be that the 
question is too large, too difficult to narrow down to just a few 
ideas.  But I think that it is a valid one and one that each of us 
should consider.  Your first thought may bring to mind a religious 
figure or a current or historical person, a parent or a friend.  Per-
haps what inspires you are great ideas, such as the biblical admoni-
tion to “Love your neighbor” or President Kennedy's challenge to 
America to “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what 
you can do for your country”.  Maybe it is in the words of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King when he said to judge others “not by the color of 

their skin, but by the content of their character”.  Closer to home, your inspiration could 
come from sitting on the knee of a grandparent or a favorite aunt or uncle and listening 
to their stories of days gone by and the tragedies and triumphs that shaped their lives.  
When we are inspired it changes us.  It changes the way we think about the world and 
how we view ourselves.  Inspiration motivates us to emulate those individuals and ideas 
that we admire.  So our challenge is to take those characteristics, ideas and principles 
and allow them to lead us to a course of action.  Learning is not enough......it must lead 
to doing. 
   All of this may seem a bit abstract, but my intent is to encourage you to apply these 
same principles within the framework of the mission of Camp #458.  Each of us has a 
favorite figure that served the Confederacy during the War Between the States.  Great 
Generals such as Lee, Jackson, Longstreet, Johnson, Forrest and others have been writ-
ten about and their works are well known.  Their coolness under fire, sacrifice and brav-
ery are an example to us all and worthy of our praise and admiration.  But for me it's the 
unsung heroes that are as worthy of my emulation if not more so.  I've been trying to 
find stories (via the internet, but also in book form) about the brave deeds of the average 
man manning the artillery, holding the battle line, skirmishing with their cavalry unit or 
merely carrying an important message to a general on the battlefield that can change the 
course of history.  Even operating in the harshest of weather and conditions with inferior 
arms and equipment against a foe that vastly outnumbered them and who used arms and 
equipment superior in every way, they often won the day despite those hardships.  They 
gave up family, friends, farms and a peaceful existence to serve their country, often sac-
rificing life and limbs for a cause they believed in.  These were common men, usually 
not well educated but wise in the things that counted.  As you read their stories and see 
how they marched for days, many without shoes and most nights going to bed hungry, 
how could we not admire and respect such sacrifice?   
   My Confederate ancestors for the most part were just common men.  Laying down 
their plows to take up arms to fight for their country.  But they inspire me because they 
were hard working, dedicated, sacrificial and gave their all for the cause.  What more 
could be asked of them?  Even their enemies wrote about their bravery and admired 
their skills as soldiers.  So I want to list among my heroes and those who inspire me the 
common men without whom all of the greatest war plans would not have been possible.  
As you are able to study, research and learn about your ancestors and the various units 
they fought with, the battles they participated in and their role, however small, in de-
fending their country, take pride because their genes and values and character have been 
passed on to you.  Let their stories inspire you and influence your life.  By doing so we 
will fulfill General Stephen Dill Lee's challenge to us:  
 

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause for 
which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldiers 
good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetua-
tion of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and those ideals which 
made him glorious and which you also cherish.” 

Commander’s Corner 

Commander Ernst 



Annual Camp Picnic!Annual Camp Picnic!Annual Camp Picnic!   
Saturday, September 6th, 2008  Saturday, September 6th, 2008  Saturday, September 6th, 2008  ---      11:00AM at the  Jefferson Davis Park11:00AM at the  Jefferson Davis Park11:00AM at the  Jefferson Davis Park   

24024 NW Maple Crest Rd.  Ridgefield, WA24024 NW Maple Crest Rd.  Ridgefield, WA24024 NW Maple Crest Rd.  Ridgefield, WA   
   
   
   
   
   

Please signPlease signPlease sign---up with Dan Burch at delidan1957@aol.comup with Dan Burch at delidan1957@aol.comup with Dan Burch at delidan1957@aol.com   
A dedication ceremony in honor of the 145th anniversary of Chickamauga is at 12:00 noon.A dedication ceremony in honor of the 145th anniversary of Chickamauga is at 12:00 noon.A dedication ceremony in honor of the 145th anniversary of Chickamauga is at 12:00 noon.   

Compatriot Thom Faller is doing well!  He s still at home recuperating from his surgery, so please feel free to drop 
him a line, mail him a card, or give him a call.  (If needed, please call or e-mail any officer for Thom’s contact info.) 
 

Adjutant Glen Edens has been actively soliciting new members and advertising our bi-annual Ball.  He and his wife, 
Jami, have found yet another lady who is extremely excited about the prospect of attending a Memorial Ball in period 
dress.  Keep it up! 
 

Compatriot Brian Eagleheart has been AWOL from our Camp for the past several meetings, because he has been busy 
with the Marine Corps Reserves, among other things.  He has now been deployed to Afghanistan until at least January.  
If a mailing address is obtained it will definitely be forwarded to the membership in order to send notes/packages. 
 

Compatriot John Goodyear is spending a lot of his time of late in the Philippines, where his wife is originally from, 
and in Taiwan, where his son is currently living. 
 

Compatriot Bill Bryan is enjoying the summer in South Carolina, and will then will be heading back to his home in 
Yuma, AZ.  Hopefully, we’ll see him again this Spring! 

Camp Member Briefs 
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From the Desk of the Adjutant 
Compatriots: 
   Our last meeting was a great one.  Commander Ernst did a super fine job of guiding us through the meeting.  He had a 
great agenda.  It was really something to see all of the members get involved in the discussion.  The one thing that really 
stood out was all the volunteering.  Everyone wanted to be involved.  That's what it takes...involvement!  We all need to 
be involved in all phases of the Camp.  It looks like now we have reached a plateau with everyone being involved. 
   I spoke again of communication.  We must continue to communicate in order for everyone to know exactly what we 
are doing.  I won't be able to make a lot of meetings, but I want to KNOW every issue the Camp is involved in.  And I 
will be a part of the decision-making albeit long distance.   
   Compatriot Bill Bryan cannot make meetings but he wants to know all the details and he too, has input.  The Yahoo 
Group, the newsletter, e-mail, and of course telephone calls are the way we can communicate.  Use ALL of these tools! 
   I asked that we take a different view of volunteerism and good deeds.  Let’s keep track of what all we’re doing and 
forward it to the Bayonet every time you or another member does anything Camp or Confederate-related.  When you 
clean a veteran’s grave, talk to someone about the SCV and hand out recruiting material, and send a few lines in to the 
newsletter editor so that the entire Camp can know what you/we are doing.  If you walk a cemetery looking for Confed-
erate veterans, tell us about it!  If you do a good deed in the name of Camp 458, please note that also.  The more each of 
us does, encourages others to do more, and shows other folks reading the newsletter that we are active in many areas.  
This will undoubtedly further the cause of the SCV, and it will make "OUR" Newsletter bigger and better! 
   A reminder: if you haven't purchased a brick for the Jefferson Davis Memorial Park, you can still do so!  Or you might 
think about purchasing another.  Contact Brent Jacobs, board member of the park. 
   Our picnic is coming up soon.  Please Contact Dan Burch and add your Southern dish to the menu.  Also ask him what 
you can do to help with the program.  He's nailed me already, so sign up! 
   Looking forward to a great year in this Camp ! 
      Your Adjutant, Glen L. Edens 
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Camp 458 News 
Camp Member Appointed To SCV General Staff:  Compatriot Brent Jacobs has been appointed to the 
General Staff as the National Sergeant-at-Arms for the 2008-2010 term by Commander-in-Chief Chuck 
McMichael.  This post requires that Brent attend the 2009 and 2010 National Reunions where he will be in 
charge of safety and security of the premises, as well as maintaining the dignity of the organization by keep-
ing good order and decorum during the events. 
 

Compatriot Receives Awards:  Camp 458 Treasurer and Past-Commander Brent Jacobs was recognized at the 2008 
National Reunion in Concord, North Carolina, for his outstanding service to the SCV and hard work on such 
projects as the Jefferson Davis Park and the 2008 Pacific-Northwest SCV Reunion by being presented both 
the Distinguished Service Medal and the SCV Leadership Award.  Brent has been a member of the SCV for 
more than nine years, and has held numerous positions at the Camp level, as well as serving as Oregon Pro-
visional Division Commander, 2nd Lt. Commander for the Army of Trans-Mississippi, and now on the Gen-
eral Staff as Sergeant-at-Arms.  His past awards include a previous Distinguished Service Medal, three Meri-
torious Service Medals, the National Graves Award, three Heritage Defense Medals, an SCV Commendation 
Medal, the Commander-in-Chief’s Award, the UDC Jefferson Davis Gold Medal, and the UDC Judah P. 
Benjamin Award. 

 

Education Committee Formed:  A new Committee was established at the August Camp meeting, with Past 
Camp Commander Gary Johnson being unanimously elected as the Education Committee Chairman.  This 
committee will establish continuing-education courses to help teach newer members about the SCV, and 
instruct all members about specific issues regarding the War Between the States that pertain to present-day 
issues.  Members interested in assisting with research or conducting educational classes at future Camp 
meetings should contact Gary at wrbranham@aol.com. 
 

The Angel of Jeff Davis Park:  Though a far cry from a summer in the deep South, the heat is here and 
the trees at the park need extra care.  Without needing to be asked and without a hint of desiring recogni-
tion, compatriot Jay Willis has gone by the park to water the magnolia tree in the center of the park and 
the thirty-two small firs lining the back fence at least twice a week, all summer long.  Because of Jay’s 
dedication, the trees are all healthy and doing well.  If he had not taken the time to water the trees, there 
is a good chance that with the sparse rainfall this summer, all of our trees would have died.  Thanks Jay!  
Camp 458 and the Jefferson Davis Park Board very much appreciate your commitment! 
 

New Camp Website:  Though much of the content is still the same at present, the Camp website at “scvportland.org” 
has been completely redesigned with a more refined and professional  look!  There are quite a few issues of The Bayonet 
available online on the “News” page, and the “Photos” page will be getting an overhaul shortly.  If any Camp members 
have any information they would like to add on the website, if there are any ideas to improve the website, or if you 
would like to include any of your ancestors’ information for inclusion on the “Ancestors” page, please contact Brent. 

 

Book-Sharing Program Instituted:  Commander Ernst has called for a new Confederate-related book-
sharing program to be implemented, similar to Bryan Jacobs’ old Camp library idea.  Most members own 
quite a few books on the War Between the States and the Southern Cause, so at future Camp meetings all 
interested members should bring in a couple of good books on these topics that they recommend others read, 
and trade them out with other members.  In this way we can all be better informed, and we can eventually all 
be more on the same page.  Please bring a book or two to trade/share at the November Camp meeting. 
 

Amendments/Changes Proposed to Camp By-Laws:  Several changes have been proposed for our Camp By-Laws 
that will be considered at our next Camp meeting.  These changes will be printed and distributed to all Camp members 
prior to the meeting.  These changes include:  1) Authorizing the Camp Adjutant and Treasurer to order Camp supplies, 
below a to-be-determined dollar amount, without having to have a vote or approval from the Camp.  2) The establish-
ment of a Color Sergeant, who will be in charge of the Camp Honor Guard and Color Guard.  3) Officially put in place 
Robert’s Rules of Order for the governance of all Camp meetings and business.   
 

Camp Newsletter:  Due to Erik Ernst being elected Lt. Commander, he has decided that he should devote his time and 
energy to the duties of his new office.  Therefore, Brent will be the full-time Editor of The Bayonet for the foreseeable 
future.   Brent has a system of having skeletons of newsletters made up months in advance, and filling them in as news 
happens/articles are submitted.  Now with his workload doubled, he will require more assistance in the form of Camp 
news and contributions.  Please be a part of your newsletter by sending news and articles to brent.a.jacobs@gmail.com! 
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   Compatriots, your generosity and assistance is greatly needed once again for our 
Camp and Cause!  Right this minute we have come across an amazing once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity that our Camp should act upon immediately.   
   Mr. Wally Walters, hopefully a soon-to-be new Camp member who lives in Kenne-
wick, Washington, has offered for sale to our Camp the complete 128-volume set of 
the “Official Records of the War of Rebellion”!  Not only is it extremely rare to find a 

complete set (especially one that includes the sepa-
rate index volume), but they tend to be ridiculously 
expensive.  Mr. Walters has offered this set to our 
Camp for the incredibly low price of only $750.00!  
If all current Camp members and associate members 
pitched in evenly, it would come out to a mere 
$30.00 each.  This is quite a small investment for 
such a fantastic treasure! 
   Mr. Walters is also in possession of dozens of an-
nual volumes of the old “Confederate Veteran” 
magazine, for each year from 1893 through 1932!  
These would also be an indispensible addition to our 
Camp library.  Like most worthy goals, this is going 
to require money.  Please send your donations, in 
whatever amount you can afford (remembering that we are planning more acquisitions in 
the future) to our Treasurer ASAP.  Make checks or money-orders out to “SCV Camp 
458 Library Fund” and mail to 11918 SE Division St. #193 Portland, OR 97266. 

Immediate Help Needed:  Camp Library 

Official Records of the War of Rebellion 

Original CV magazine 

   Past Commander Brent Jacobs has begun a project to find Camp 458 a permanent home of our own.  In its five years 
of activity, our Camp has acquired a plethora of Confederate artifacts, books, gifts, collectibles, souvenirs, publications, 
framed items, flags, and much more.  With the acquisition of the incredible items listed above, we need a permanent lo-
cation to store and display these items, as well as have a permanent home for our Camp meetings and functions.   
   In addition, this new Camp home would be the ideal place to base the Oregon Confederate Graves Project and to house 
our Camp genealogy records, as well as our recruiting supplies.  Potential recruits would use this facility to fill in the 
blanks of their own ancestry, with our assistance.  To this end, Brent called a Camp Executive Committee meeting to-
gether to establish this committee, which was unanimously approved, and he was immediately appointed Chairman of 
the committee by Commander Ernst.  Several Camp members have already volunteered to serve on the Long-Range 
Planning Committee, and other people (including experts from outside the Camp) have been asked to weigh in.   
   The goal of this committee is to create an SCV-owned Confederate Heritage Center/Library in the greater-Portland 
metro area where we can accomplish all of this!  Several members have already contributed and/or volunteered a great 
number of books towards this endeavor, and we are sure that books and other items will pour  in from all over the Con-
federation when we get this project off the ground.  We can do this! 
   Brent’s first mission is to immediately conduct a three-pronged attack:  1) a feasibility study to see what real estate 
opportunities exist, how much space we would require, and how much this venture is estimated to cost, 2) a fact-finding 
study to uncover any and all funding and grant possibilities to finance this venture, and 3) a realistic and comprehensive 

study to determine how this venture can be financially self-sustaining.   
   If a suitable building was located and the proper funding was obtained, the main 
concern would be operating costs.  A Confederate gift-shop and/or a coffee-shop are 
among the ideas being considered, as is the idea of creating an annual and lifetime 
membership program similar to those at museums or historical societies. 
   Also, this committee is responsible for finding new acquisitions towards this pro-
ject, whether purchased or donated, and conducting any fund-raising that might be 
necessary along the way.  If you have any items that you wish to donate or know of 
items that should be acquired for this endeavor, or if you would like to be an active 
part of this long-term serious project, please contact Brent. 

New Camp Committee Formed:  Long-Range Planning & Procurement  

Example: Confederate Memorial Hall 
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   The Alton prison opened in 1833 as the first 
Illinois State Penitentiary and was closed in 
1860, when the last prisoners were moved to a 
new facility at Joliet.  By late in 1861 an urgent 
need arose to relieve the overcrowding at 2 St. 
Louis prisons.  On December 31, 1861, Major 
General Henry Halleck, Commander of the De-
partment of the Missouri, ordered Lieutenant-
Colonel James B. McPherson to Alton for an in-
spection of the closed penitentiary.  Colonel 
McPherson reported that the prison could be 
made into a military prison and house up to 1,750 
prisoners with improvements estimated to cost 
$2,415.  The first prisoners arrived at the Alton 
Federal Military Prison on February 9, 1862 and 
members of the 13th U.S. Infantry were assigned 
as guards, with Colonel Sidney Burbank com-
manding.  

   During the next three years at least 11,764 Confederate prisoners would pass through the gates of the Alton Prison.  Of 
the four different classes of prisoners housed at Alton, Confederate soldiers made up most of the population.  Citizens, 

including several women, were imprisoned here for “treasonable” actions, making anti-Union statements, aiding an es-
caped Confederate, etc.  Others, classified as bushwhackers or guerillas, were imprisoned for acts against the govern-
ment such as bridge burning and railroad vandalism. 
   Conditions in the prison were harsh and the mortality rate was above average for a Un-
ion prison.  Hot, humid summers and cold Midwestern winters took a heavy toll on pris-
oners already weakened by poor nourishment and inadequate clothing.  The prison was 
overcrowded much of the time and sanitary facilities were inadequate.  Pneumonia and 
dysentery were common killers but contagious diseases such as smallpox and rubella were 
the most feared.  When smallpox infection became alarmingly high in the winter of 1862 
and spring of 1863, a quarantine hospital was located on an island across the Mississippi 
River from the prison. 
   The stone walls of the prison were 30 feet high, and the individual cells, meant only for 
a single occupant, were only 4-feet wide by 7-feet 4-inches long.  At times, there were 
three men in each cell!  There were many larger rooms, as well, and there were routinely 
32 prisoners housed in rooms that were only 18 by 18 feet.  Most were made to sleep on 
the floor.  In addition, there was no water supply at the prison, which led to the sanitary 
crisis and the spread of numerous preventable diseases.  During the winter months there 
were no coats or blankets provided, and only four small stoves in the entire facility. 

Confederate History:  Alton Federal Military Prison                  Submitted by Brent A. Jacobs 

A modern view of the only remains of the Alton Prison in downtown Alton 

Alton Prison complex seen in foreground, 1861 

State historic marker 
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   Up to 300 prisoners and soldiers died and are 
buried on the island, now under water.  A ceme-
tery in North Alton that belonged to the State of 
Illinois was used for most that perished.  A 
monument there lists the names of the known 
Confederate soldiers who died.   
   During the war several different units were 
assigned to serve as guards at Alton. The Thir-
teenth U.S. Infantry was followed by the Sev-
enty-seventh Ohio Infantry, the Thirty-seventh 
Iowa Infantry, the Tenth Kansas Infantry and the 
One Hundred Forty-fourth Illinois Infantry.  
Formed at Alton specifically to serve as prison 
guards, the Illinois 144th was almost completely 
made up of Alton area residents.  The prison fi-
nally closed forever on July 7, 1865 when the 
last prisoners were released or sent to St. Louis.   
The buildings were torn down over the next dec-
ade and the land was eventually used by the city 
as a park named after the Joel Chandler Harris 

character, 
"Uncle 
Remus", from Song of the South.  Stone from the prison buildings is found in 
walls and other structures all over the Alton area. 
   There is a monument erected by the U.S. Government on the grounds.  The 
granite monument is 40-feet tall, surrounded by an iron fence.  Bronze plaques 
adorn the monument and are engraved with names and military units of all known 
Confederates who found their final resting place in the cemetery at Alton.  In-
scribed on one of the monument plaques:  "Erected by the United States to mark 
the burial place of 1,354 Confederate Soldiers who died here and at the Smallpox 
Hospital on the adjacent island while prisoners of war and whose graves cannot 
now be identified. 
   There is also Confederate Memorial at the Lincoln-Shields Recreation Area.  In 
April of 2002, this new memorial containing the names of the of the Confederate 
prisoners who died of smallpox was dedicated.  Located across the Mississippi 
River in West Alton, Missouri, it is in the Riverlands Environmental Demonstra-
tion Area managed by the Corps of Engineers. 
   It is interesting to note 
that many of the captured 
Confederate officers incar-

cerated in the prison were actually “paroled” to the city-limits of 
Alton during the daylight hours.  Several eventually headed back 
to their units or rejoined the Confederate struggle elsewhere, and 
those who were recaptured were sentenced to hard-labor for the 
duration of the war.   At the beginning of the war it was said that 
discipline at Alton was more lax than other similar prisons.  On 
the morning of July 25, 1862, thirty-two inmates including Con-
federate Colonel Ebenezer Magoffin and two of his soldier sons 
managed to escape through a tunnel.  Only eight of the prisoners 
were recaptured, and a court of inquiry was called by both Gen. 
Henry Halleck and President Lincoln.  The commandant of the 
prison, Col. Sidney Burbank, and the entire 13th US Infantry 
Regt. were transferred, and the 77th Ohio took over guard duties. 

Confederate History:  Alton Federal Military Prison                               (Continued) 

Alton Prison seen in the background.  Downtown Alton is in the foreground 

Monument at Confederate Cemetery 

Memorial dedicated to those who perished in smallpox epidemic 
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   Anyone who has any knowledge of American history or visited the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC is aware that 
Abraham Lincoln is known as the Great Emancipator, the President who freed the slaves.  While that statement is cor-
rect, Lincoln’s actual position regarding slavery is not quite that simple and demands some further reflection for the truth 
to be known. 
   Senator Lincoln along with Jefferson Davis, William Seward and Stephen Douglas was a moderate in the Senate who 
truly had a love for the Union and was opposed to taking a position on slavery, at least not yet, and this included for Lin-
coln its abolition.   This is obvious when he said, “[slavery] is an evil not to be extended, but to be tolerated and pro-
tected only because of and so far as its actual presence among us makes that toleration and protection a necessity.”   
What was this “necessity” to tolerate and protect slavery?  Pure economics.  The Industrial Revolution was taking place, 
and there were worldwide demands for goods such as cotton.  This is said to have put the Southern states in a helpless 
position and under great pressure.  They could produce enormous and increasing quantities of cotton very cheaply but 
only by using slave labor.  This industrial situation brought the United States to a point where slavery could not be abol-
ished without incurring an incalculable financial loss.  Eventually, though, this led these cotton producing States to be-
come powerful and to take the steps necessary to protect their own interests. 
   It must also be recognized that the majority of Southern white men did not own slaves, and there were those who, if 
not overtly regarded slavery as immoral, at least were uneasy about it.  Lincoln among others held out the hope, which 
was actually decades old by this time, that slavery would eventually be recognized as the evil that it was and come to an 
inevitable end.   
   By the time Lincoln became President the slave situation, due to all of these factors and many politically related ones, 
had become a more serious and explosive issue ready to tear the Country apart.  Nevertheless, in an 1860 personal and 
private letter to Alexander Stephens, who would later become Vice President of the Confederate States, Lincoln stated 
that “although ‘you think that slavery is right and ought to be extended; while we think that it is wrong and ought to be 
restricted,’ neither directly nor indirectly would I, as President, interfere with slavery in the Southern states.”   
Lincoln was determined to hold the Union together.  He said, “I must run the machine as I find it.”   The big question 
now became how was this to be accomplished.  “My own impression is, at present (leaving myself room to modify the 
opinion, if upon a further investigation I should see fit to do so) that this government possesses both the authority and the 
power to maintain its own integrity.  That however is not the ugly point of the 
matter.  The ugly part is the necessity of keeping the government together by force, as ours should be a government of 
fraternity.”   Lincoln did not want war.  
   But, after much discussion regarding slavery, people had grown tired of the talk and wanted something done.  Now the 
question was what that something should be, especially in as much as going to war to resolve it was apparently not fa-
vored by the President.  Following up on an earlier idea of his, Lincoln felt that some sort of resettlement scheme should 
be devised by letting the “Negro” be “planted” in Central America, Africa or “or perhaps in the dim lands on the far side 
of the misty mountains of the moon – anywhere at all, so long as it was not in America.”   Thus, he sent a special mes-
sage to Congress urging the adoption of a joint resolution which stated:  “Resolved, that the United States ought to co-
operate with any state which may adopt gradual abolishment of slavery, giving to such state pecuniary aid, to be used by 
such state in its discretion to compensate for the inconveniences public and private produced by such change of system.”   
What he was proposing was to “purchase, at fair valuation, all the slaves in any named state” because even freeing all of 
the slaves in any of the border States would cost less than three more months of war.  While this was a first move toward 
some form of emancipation, it really was intended as an attempt at reunification of the States and a shortening of the 
war. 
   “Honest Abe” was insistent that he did not want “to injure the interests or wound the sensibilities of the slave states.”  
Even when Congress asserted that it had the power to free a slave, Lincoln prepared a veto message and only changed 
his mind when the slaves to whom this applied were exclusively ‘war captives’ and not those owned by a Unionist.  But 
now war was upon him.  He was making every attempt to get the slavery issue settled before, as he feared, it would 
change the character of the entire war.  He pleadingly said to the Congressional members of border States, “If the war 
continue long, as it must, if the object be not sooner attained, the institution in your states will be extinguished by mere 
friction and abrasion – by the mere incidents of war. It will be gone, and you will have nothing valuable in lieu of it.”   
By his compensated emancipation plan he was urging those States to recognize that slavery was dying and in their own 
self-interest they should realize what profit they could on their investment, i.e., owning the slaves, while it was still 
available.  “I do not speak of emancipation at once, but of a decision at once to emancipate gradually.”   His plan was 
only accepted by eight of the twenty-seven border State Congressmen at that meeting.   
   By the summer of 1862 he had “reached the end of the rope” and said, “we had about played our last card, and must  

Editorial:  Abraham Lincoln and the Issue of Slavery         Contributed by Thompson M. Faller, PhD 



   (Excerpts from Atlanta Constitution - New Orleans, April 25, 1906) Today in the 
heart of a city which has borne the weeds of mourning for its sake, the Confederacy 
was revived again by those who cherish it for everything that it was intended to be 
and who will love it until they die for what it means to them and to the south.  The 
tales of heroism, the sacrifice, the agony and the glory of the great days were told 
again to those who never weary of the story and who cheered and wept by turns as the 
bright or somber side of the picture was turned to view. 
   No reunion was ever had under fairer auspices and none ever showed greater prom-
ise of success.  The weather was perfect, the arrangements for the temporary building 
erected for the reunion was unsurpassed, and the details of the work of handling the 
great throng of visitors were carried out with precision and care. 
   With enthusiasm unbounded, the annual reunion of the United Confederate Veterans 
was called to order.  The hall in which the reunion is to be held is as beautiful as a 
structure of bare boards could possibly be made.  Every roof pillar was covered from 
top to bottom with red and white bunting wound in alternate bands and between these 
uprights hung, first the Confederate flag, then the National Colors, then the Stars and 

Bars again, the spaces being filled in this manner from end to end of the hall.  The roof was concealed by ropes of red 
and white tissue, caught up at regular intervals by small battle flags.  Portraits of the leaders of the Confederacy were 
placed at regular intervals throughout the hall. 
   Promptly to the minute the convention was called to order by General Albert Estopenal, commander in chief of the 
Louisiana veterans.  After an eloquent invocation had been delivered by Chaplain General Jones, of the organization, the 
anthem “Immortals” composed partly in memory of General R. E. Lee and General John B. Gordon, by T. C. DeLeon, 
of Mobile, Ala., was sung, the audience breaking into enthusiastic applause at the close.  An address of welcome to the 
visiting veterans was then made by General Estopenal, and “A Confederate Toast in Song,” composed by Miss Given, of 
the United Daughters of the Confederacy, was sung by Miss Carrie Nick.  Governor Blanchard was given a most enthu-
siastic welcome when he stepped to the front of the platform to speak for the people of the state of Louisiana.  He in the 
most cordial manner bade the visitors welcome to the state, and expressed the hope that the reunion would be the most 
successful in the history of the organization.  After a song, “In His Padded Suit of Gray,” by Alfred Meiter, Mayor Behr-
man of New Orleans, greeted the visitors in behalf of the city of New Orleans.  “My Heart’s Love for a Soldier of 1865” 
was then beautifully sung by Mrs. A. Favre, and when the applause which greeted her had died away, Charles Payne 
Fenner, of New Orleans, delivered a brief address of welcome in behalf of the local Sons of Veterans. 
   General Lee, after accepting the auditorium in behalf of the veterans, delivered his formal address as commander in 
chief. [It was here when Gen. S. D. Lee delivered his “Charge” to the SCV.]  At the conclusion of the speech of General 
Lee, Thomas M. Owen entered the hall with his band, forming in two columns inside.  The confederates rose in their 
honor, and it was an inspiring scene with the gray dresses of the ladies fluttering and handkerchiefs and hats waving.  

SCV Heritage:  1906 UCV Reunion                                      Contributed by Secretary Dan Burch 
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change our tactics or lose the war.”   On July 22 he presented a preliminary Emancipation Proclamation.  It renewed his 
idea of compensated emancipation but included the idea that the sole purpose of the war was to restore and maintain “the 
constitutional relation between the general government and each and all of the states wherein that relation is now sus-
pended or disturbed.”   Finally, it proclaimed that all slaves would be forever free on January 1, 1863.  
   On August 25 of that year he wrote, “If there be those who would not save the Union unless they could at the same 
time destroy slavery, I do not agree with them. My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not ei-
ther to save or to destroy slavery.  If I could save the Union without freeing any slave I would do it, and if I could save it 
by freeing all slaves I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving others alone I would also do that.  
What I do about slavery and the colored race, I do because I believe it help to save the Union….” 
    The President also was said to be haunted by the questions of whether America was ready for this unlimited freedom 
and if was there a place in America for the “Negro” race.  Because of these concerns his long-standing idea of trans-
planting the former slaves to some faraway land re-emerged, and he even urged the “Negroes” themselves to embrace 
such colonization. His concern about the fate of the freed slaves was not unfounded as everyone, including himself, was 
taken by surprise as to the effect of turning 4,000,000 slaves free.  With no long-range plan in place the resulting prob-
lems, as is well known, would affect American society and especially the “Negro” for subsequent generations. 

Editorial:  Abraham Lincoln and the Issue of Slavery                               (Continued) 
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Oregon Confederate Graves Project Featured Veteran:   Maj. Henry Hampton 
   Major Henry Hampton of Tennessee is buried in the Lone Fir Cemetery in southeast Portland.  Not much is known of 
his life in Oregon or when he arrived in the state.  Major Hampton commanded the 4th Tennessee during the war. 
   The Fourth Tennessee Regiment was organized May 18, 1861, with R. P. Neely, colonel; O. F. Strahl, lieutenant-
colonel; J. F. Henry, major; Henry Hampton, adjutant; J. A. Williams, sergeant; L. P. Yandell, assistant sergeant, and W. 
C. Gray, Chaplain.  The regiment contained 962 men.  The companies from Shelby County were the Shelby Grays, Cap-
tain Somerville; Pillow Guards, Captain James Fentress; Raleigh Volunteers, Captain A. J. Kellar; Harris Guards, Cap-
tain J. H. Dean.  The other companies were from Lauderdale, Dyer, Hardeman, Obion, Gibson and Tipton Counties.  The 
regiment rendezvoused at Germantown May 15, under Gen. W. H. Carroll.  It left Memphis May 20, on board the 
"Ingomar" for Randolph, where it was placed in the brigade of Gen. J. L. T. Sneed.  On July 18 it was sent to Fort Pil-
low, where it was engaged in drilling.  It was mustered into the Confederate service by Gen. J. A. Smith on August 17.  
It was soon sent to New Madrid; thence to Camp Benton, Mo.; thence back to New Madrid, and on September 3, to Co-
lumbus, Ky.  On November 7, it was engaged at Belmont, on February 4 at Island No. 10; thence it went to New Madrid.  
On March 17 it was sent to Tiptonville and there embarked for Memphis, where it arrived on March 20.  It was sent by 
the Memphis & Charleston Railroad to Corinth.  It was in the advance, on April 4 and 5, and in the engagements of the 
6th and 7th.  It captured a Federal battery but lost 31 killed and 161 wounded.  The regiment was now reduced to 512 
men.  It was reorganized at Corinth, on April 25, by electing O. F. Strahl to Colonel; A. J. Kellar to Lieutenant-Colonel, 
and L. W. Finlay to Major.  From Corinth it went to Tupelo, Mobile, Montgomery, Chattanooga; thence (August 17) to 
Kentucky by way of Walden's Ridge, the Sequatchie Valley, Pikeville, Sparta, Gainesboro. Mumfordsville, Elizabeth-
town, Bardstown, Perryville, Danville, Big Springs, near Harrodsburg; thence back to Perryville October 7; was engaged 
on October 8.  It moved to Camp Dick Robinson; thence by Cumberland Gap, Rodgersville, Knoxville, Bridgeport and 
Murfreesboro and wintered at Shelbyville.  On June 23 it fell back toward Chattanooga.  In July, Col. O. F. Strahl was 
made a Brigadier-General.  Other changes followed in the regiment.  The regiment fought at Chickamauga, September 
19 and 20, and at Missionary Ridge, November 24 and 25.  It wintered near Dalton and was in the Georgia campaign till 
the fall of Atlanta and then followed the fortunes of Hood through Tennessee at Franklin and Nashville.  At Franklin 
Gen. Strahl was killed.  The regiment passed through Columbia, Pulaski and across the Tennessee to Corinth where the 
men were furloughed. 
   Henry Hampton was initially elected Captain of Company H, the “Tennessee Guards”, of Shelby County.  He was 
“dangerously wounded” at Perryville, and then appointed Major of the regiment after it was reformed as the Consoli-
dated 4th/5th Tennessee regiment.  In February of 1865 the men were sent to North Carolina and were at the final strug-
gle at Bentonville.  The remnants of this regiment, after all the vicious campaigns, formed only a part of Company D, 
3rd Consolidated Tennessee Infantry on April 9, 1865.  The regiment surrendered at Smithfield on April 26. 

Oregon Confederate Graves Project:  How You Can Help 
   First, we have known sources of information on Confederate veterans such as the 1890 census, the roster of “Civil 
War” veterans in Oregon by Spencer Leonard, etc.  Norm and Harold both have books with information on Confederates 
buried in Oregon that we need to research and document.  There is also new information just waiting to be obtained from 
the library, online records and genealogy databases, obituaries and/or old issues of the CV magazine, and from area his-
torical societies.  Others on this project work from the opposite end and walk cemeteries looking for possible veterans.  
This is also a great way to verify information we have about veterans on our current list.  All 160+ of the known possible 
Confederate veterans buried in Oregon are listed at scvportland.org.  Please contact Brent and help document them all! 

Featured Flag: 4th Tennessee Infantry 

   This is the flag that Major Henry Hampton (Confederate veteran buried in Oregon, fea-
tured above) fought under in the 4th Tennessee Infantry Regiment.  It is only an artillery-
sized flag of 42” square instead of the typical Infantry sized flag of 48” square.      
   Immediately noticeable are the 6-pointed stars and wide yellow border of the “Cassidy-
pattern” flag design, named after Henry Cassidy of New Orleans who was contracted to 
manufacture quite a few flags for the Army of Tennessee in April of 1862.  The red is a 
cotton/wool blend, and the rest of the flag is made of all cotton.   
   In addition, the flag was flown with a white cotton streamer with “4th Tenn. Inf.” em-
blazoned in black block letters.  The flag was sold at auction in 2006 for about $125,000. 
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   As Camp 458 struggles with direction and identity issues in its fifth year of life, in the current political climate of the 
Pacific-Northwest and even within our own organization, I have given a lot of thought as to just what goals our Camp 
should set to achieve.  After a lot of discussion with Camp members and fellow compatriots all across the Confederation, 
there is one stand-out goal that we must get serious about: recruiting. 
   Recruiting is not a cure-all, and there will always be issues and challenges that face us, as an organization and as a 
Camp.  But, strong recruiting will drastically improve all operations and aspects of our Camp, and most other concerns 
should be alleviated along the way; many issues will simply fall into place along the way.  A significant flow of new 
active members into our ranks will give us the manpower needed to fulfill all of the goals we would like to see accom-
plished, will generate the funds to accomplish our lofty list of projects, and will also greatly increase the pool of ideas, as 
well as increase the pool of potential future officers.   
   A broad and bold recruiting program should be immediately put in place, and all Camp members should be required to 
participate.  As SCV members, we’re all responsible for our organization.  An array of incentives could also be imple-
mented.  But to succeed with this difficult but achievable goal, we must first alert ourselves to the issue of retention.  All 
members need to be encouraged to participate in Camp activities, and to attend any and all camp functions.  The days of 
the “certificate holders” and “fence-sitters” should be earnestly dispensed with.  Members in good standing who haven’t 
been active should be contacted immediately and not allowed to slip away.  Similarly, we should immediately cease 
wasting our time trying to coax back members who do not have the drive or interest.  The manner in which all Camp 
members and officers treat each other and interact with each other should always be in accordance with the basic princi-
ples of our organization, always remembering that we should behave in a manner befitting our ancestors’ memory.  
There is no excuse for tension and animosity in an organization rooted in chivalry, honor, and valor.   
   With that said, we must be an attractive organization to folks who may have no idea as to who the SCV is, what we do, 
or what we stand for.  In order to create a program of attraction we must commit to bettering ourselves first.  We must 
unify as a Camp, and we must put our best face forward.  First impressions are everything, so in order to put a positive 
image on our organization, ourselves, and our ancestors, we must first-and-foremost look the part, and we must be edu-
cated on our organization, our history, and our heritage.  Remembering that we advertise our meetings on the internet, at 
recruiting events, in our newsletter, and by word of mouth, we can have guests show up at any time.  These could in-
clude interested compatriots, members of the media, or even uneducated folks opposed to our ideals.  It is therefore para-
mount to dress appropriately, and to arm ourselves with knowledge about our organization and our Confederate history. 
   If the above holds true for Camp meetings, then it should be obvious that all of our exposure must be similarly profes-
sional and positive.  This would include all of our public functions, any publications, and again, in our personal appear-
ance.  We must be ready for recruiting possibilities at anytime, and we should ensure that we are prepared.  All Camp 
members should know what our Camp website is, and that there is a link right on the main page to an SCV application 
form.  We must be ready to answer questions about the SCV, and we should always have applications or other SCV lit-
erature available, or at least each have Camp business cards that can be handed out with our contact information, i.e. 
website, e-mail address, phone numbers, etc.  We are all recruiters, so use your own contact information, guide them 
through the process, and get them active! 
   Past-Commander Gary Johnson was the main advocator of full-bore recruiting at our now infamous meeting at the 
University of Portland more than a year ago.  Our distinguished compatriot Dr. Faller, who headed that particular meet-
ing, was also a big proponent of the recruiting objective.  It was suggested then, and was widely accepted by those pre-
sent, that we focus on doubling our membership within the year.  Some were incredulous at this lofty goal.  But in all 
actuality, if every current member simply recruited ONE single member in the 12 months allotted, we would have 
achieved our goal!  Personally, I can’t see how any member could disagree with any part of this proposal, and I would 
sincerely hope that all compatriots would readily embrace this seemingly idealistic venture as very realistic, and vital to 
our future.  But, it won’t accomplish anything if we don’t all work together to achieve it.  Let’s get educated, obtain per-
sonal SCV business cards, wear SCV pins, sport SCV stickers, invite conversations, bring friends to functions, commu-
nicate with old contacts, attend recruiting events, register the Camp for new recruiting possibilities such as fairs and/or 
parades, publicize the SCV in the media, do volunteer work, set up your own events, come up with new ideas, spread the 
word about the Camp and Cause, and seriously commit to at least doubling our membership within the next 12 months!  
   Recruiting will be an ongoing theme at meetings, and we will be holding small classes/workshops periodically to help 
educate the Camp with what other established Camps have learned and what tools we should arm ourselves with.  There 
are also quite a few resources through National, and Past-Lt. CiC Casteel has some excellent material, including articles, 
guides and videos.  We should therefore immediately create a Recruiting Committee who will be responsible for estab-
lishing new recruiting possibilities, methods, and incentives, as well as give a report at each future camp meeting. 

In-Focus:  Recruiting, Retention and Attraction                                Contributed by Brent A. Jacobs 



 

   Gen. Thomas Jonathan "Stonewall" Jackson died in an outbuilding on the Chandler plantation in the rural commu-
nity of Guinea Station.  Today, the Jackson Shrine is part of Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military Park. 
The building is open 9-5 on Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays only through the end of April.  It will be open daily 
from May 1 through Labor Day. The grounds are open daily from dawn to dusk.  
   Jackson's military feats had elevated him to near mythical proportions, in both North and South, when in the midst 
of one of his most brilliant maneuvers, he was mistakenly shot by his own men on the night of May 2, 1863 at the 
Battle of Chancellorsville.  Confederate army commander Robert E. Lee decided that his indispensable and most ca-
pable subordinate should recuperate in a safe place well behind friendly lines.  He selected this area, Guinea Station, 
as the best location for Jackson because of its proximity to the railroad to Richmond and its familiarity to the 
wounded General. 
   The "Stonewall" Jackson Shrine is the plantation office building where General Jackson died.  The office was one 
of several outbuildings on Thomas C. Chandler's 740-acre plantation named "Fairfield."  This typical frame structure 
saw use primarily by the men for recreation as well as for work.  Chandler kept records in the office and one of his 
sons once practiced medicine there, but with three of the Chandler boys away serving in the Confederate Army, the 
building no longer witnessed its ante-bellum level of activity. 
   The office stood bare, except for a few items in storage, when Jackson's ambulance arrived.  Although offered the 
use of the Chandler house, Jackson's doctor and staff officers chose the quiet and private outbuilding as the best place 
for Jackson to rest after his long ambulance ride.  If all went well, the general would soon board a train at Guinea Sta-
tion and resume his trip to Richmond and the medical expertise available there. 
   Today, the office is the only plantation structure remaining.  The Chandler house burned at some point after the 
War, and its shell was dismantled in the early 1900's.  Once established as an historic "shrine," the office underwent 
restorations in the 1920's and the 1960's, and still retains about 45% original fabric.  The National Park Service has 
augmented some of the items used during Jackson's stay with other pieces from the era, along with a few reproduc-
tions, to recreate the scene of those tragic last days of his life.  
   Jackson's doctors and staff officers both worked and relaxed in this room during the General's stay.  Five different 
physicians examined Jackson, and these men probably discussed their conclusions here over cups of coffee.  Jack-
son's chief surgeon, Dr. Hunter H. McGuire, was the only physician present the entire six days.  McGuire had per-
formed the surgery on Jackson in a field hospital near Chancellorsville where he amputated Jackson's twice wounded 
left arm and removed a ball from the General's right hand.  Jackson's chaplain, B. Tucker Lacy, had a brother who 
owned a house near the hospital, and took "Stonewall's" severed limb to his brother's family cemetery for burial.  
Lacy comforted the pious Jackson, holding devotions with him for the first two days spent at Guinea Station, but the 
chaplain soon returned to army headquarters.  He requested that General Lee send another doctor to relieve the weary 
McGuire, who tried to provide round-the-clock care.  In their conversation about Jackson's condition, Lee told Lacy, 
"He has lost his left arm, but I have lost my right arm."                             (From the National Parks Service) 

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County National Military Park 


