
 

Col. Isaac W. Smith 

August 2009August 2009  

Volume Volume 4, 4, Issue Issue 88  

Sons of Confederate VeteransSons of Confederate Veterans  
Colonel Isaac Williams Smith Camp #458Colonel Isaac Williams Smith Camp #458  

Portland, OregonPortland, Oregon  

   --by Dan Burch--  Four members of our Camp, including Commander Brent Jacobs, 
Chaplain Gary Johnson, Compatriot Jerry Nunnally, and myself, met at the Gresham 
Station Starbucks, Friday, August 21st at 11 a.m. to drive to Prairie City in Gary’s car.  
Also driving to Prairie City later that day were Norm, Donna, Erik and Karl Ernst, and in 
a separate truck, carrying our camp flags and other items were John and Bettie Russo.  
Joining us Saturday for the service was Adjutant Glen Edens.  Eight members, one asso-
ciate member, one guest (Donna) and Past UDC President Bettie Russo participated, 
making eleven representatives of Camp #458, a fantastic turnout. 
   We arrived at John Day at around five that evening and checking into the hotel, named 
America’s Best Value Inn, which could be debated, and after grabbing a quick bite to 
eat, Brent, Gary, Jerry, John, Bettie and myself drove the 13 miles to the Prairie City 
Cemetery to locate the veteran’s graves and do a quick walk-through Saturday’s memo-
rial service.  The graves of Lt. John C. Howell and Cpl. James C. McGuire were located 
relatively easy.  Their new V.A. grave markers stood out very well, although the Lt. was 
mistakenly demoted to a Pvt. on his stone.  They lay within just a few feet from each 
other near an open area which we determined would be perfect to hold the service.  Pvt. 
Lafayette Howell and Pvt. Thomas C. Steel lay in the same section, directly behind the 
first two, in the far corner of the cemetery.  Pvt. Calloway    (continued on Page-8)   
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Compatriots: 
 

   Nothing gives me greater pleasure than to welcome 
new brothers into our ranks.  In the past few weeks we 
have acquired three new members!  Tom Boardman has 
submitted his application and we will hopefully officially 
swear him in next month.  Jerry Nunnally is a Life Mem-
ber who was in the former Salem SCV Camp #1799 and 
is in the process of transferring his membership, and 
Steve Orendorff is a member of the “at-large” SCV 
McCain Camp #584 who is also transferring his member-
ship to our Camp.   
   In lieu of a report, I’d like to use part of my column this 
month to tell you a little more about our new members: 
   Tom Boardman grew up in New Hampshire but fin-

ished high school in California.  He enlisted right out of high school and entered the ser-
vice.  He had two tours in Vietnam, 1965-1966 and 1967-1968, and was awarded the Pur-
ple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, Commendation Medal, campaign medals and combat 
awards.  Tom graduated from The University of California at Irvine in 1972, and his sen-
ior year, he wrote a paper on “ The Decline of Morale in the Army of Northern Virginia 
from 1864-1865".  He attended law school at Northwestern School of Law of Lewis & 
Clark College.  Tom passed the Oregon State Bar in 1975.  He was a Judge Advocate in 
the Marine Corps from 1975 to 1979 and has been in private practice since.  Tom has also 
been admitted to the Hawaii State Bar and the Washington State Bar.  He primarily prac-
tices in Federal courts in bankruptcy.  He has three children and two grand-children.   
   Tom has quite the War Between the States ancestry, with veterans on both sides of the 
conflict.  The ancestor he joined the SCV with is Capt. Byrd S. Newman who served in 
Co. E 51st Regt. Tennessee Inf. (consolidated) and Co. I 52nd Regt. Tennessee Inf. 
   Jerry Nunnally is a Senior Deputy for Clatsop County in the Corrections Division.  He is 
married to Sonja who is the Program Director and a DJ for Eagle 103.9 in Astoria.  Jerry 
and Sonja have four children: Matt, Jessi-Anne, Jacob, and Jodi-Lynne.  Matt and Jake are 
both Lance-Corporals in the US Marines.  Matt is currently in Afghanistan and Jake will 
be deploying to Afghanistan very soon.  Please keep them in your prayers! 
   Jerry joined the SCV under his ancestor Pvt. John A. Nunnally, Co. A 25th Battalion 
25th Virginia Infantry. 
   Steve Orenforff is a native Oregonian who lives out in Wasco.  He and his wife Joyce 
have two daughters, and another child on the way.  His cousin Erik also lives with them.  
Steve also has several Confederate ancestors, and joined the SCV with Pvt. Robert Hous-
ton Orendorff, Co. D 6th Texas Cavalry.   
   In addition, I have been contacted by two gentlemen who are very interested in joining 
our Camp, and who should both be at our next meeting!  Gary has also been communicat-
ing with two other men who are interested in joining the SCV! 
   New members is where it’s at, folks!  There is truth to the old adage that there is 
“strength in numbers”!  They add their thoughts and ideas, provide us with leadership and 
financial support, contribute to our events and functions, and much more.  If you know 
people who have an interest in our organization, who we are, what we do, and what we 
stand for, please give them some SCV literature or bring them with you to a Camp meet-
ing.  We’re doing great and have come a long way in a relatively short period of time, but 
we can do so much more.  So, talk to your family and friends, arm yourself with SCV info 
and literature, and be an active recruiter for our Camp and Cause! 
   If anyone needs any recruiting supplies or any other information on the SCV or help 
with SCV resources, please write me an e-mail or give me a ring.  I’m here for you! 
   Please remember to welcome our new members when you get a chance.  Thank you! 
Brent Jacobs - Camp Commander 

Commander’s ReportCommander’s Report  

Camp Commander Brent Jacobs 
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   It’s not what your Camp can do for you, it’s what you can do for your Camp. 
   Well, I know it’s that time of year again.  We all had to do it.  Maybe for some of us, it was harder than for others.  
Reach down deep and write out that personal check for dues.  It’s tough sometimes, I know, especially in troubled eco-
nomic times to come up with both National and Camp dues.  But we did it, or are going to, which begs the question…
why?   When a gallon of gas fluctuates with the wind, a gallon of milk averages $2.59, bread, $1.38, (much more for the 
good stuff), a box of Cheerios to eat with your milk, $3.36, butter for toast, $3.16 and hamburger, (just because I like 
hamburger) averages $3.30 a lb, as of June of this year.  The point is, each dime counts.  So the question I have, with 
prices on the rise, why do we still faithfully paid our dues to National headquarters and good old Camp #458? 
   The fact is, every year about this time we have to make a choice.  It’s that time of year where we literally make a con-
science decision to “put our money on the line.” So what are you spending your hard earned money for? What type of 
Camp are you joining?  Are you joining a Camp that is content to meet once a month and “chew the fat,” meet friends 
and hear a program and maybe grab a bite to eat afterward?  Or are we joining a Camp that is active and offering activi-
ties to socialize on a personal, as well as Camp level for its members, fun, exciting program series that teaches as well as 
entertains, and opportunities to work in honoring our heritage and ancestors with meaningful memorials and dedications. 
   As President Kennedy once said it’s not want your Country can do for you….it’s what you can do for your country.  
Now I know not everyone may be a Kennedy fan, but that’s pretty good advice.  Let’s personalize it:  Not what your 
Camp can do for you…but what you can do for your Camp.  Your Camp needs you.  Not just to warm a fold up chair 
once a month….but your Camp need you to get involved.  How?  Well, in any number of ways.  Read your newsletter…
see what we’re doing.  Better yet contribute a small article, a picture, a personal news item, an interesting tidbit you read; 
volunteer to sit a committee that interests you.  Don’t see anything that interests you?  Then form your own committee.  
Whatever your interests are, we can plug you in somewhere.  We need you.  Each one of you is a valuable link in our 
Camp. 
   Now I know we are not all going to be into Newsletters, or Grave Registration, or socializing at a ballgame, or a steak 
dinner, or maybe even a Lee/Jackson Dinner, but every member should find something that they can join in with.  Just 
ask yourself, “What can I do for my Camp?”  Are you satisfied with your contributions so far?  I’m not, by a long ways!  
I hope you’re not.  There’s so much more we can do.  Are you willing to sit on your chair once a month?  I’m not!  
Again, I hope you’re not.  I desire to see an active, fun, growing Camp.  I hope you are too.  And we will, with your 
help.  
   “To you Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause for which we fought.  To your 
strength will be given the defense of the Confederate Soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principals which he loved and which you love also, and those ideals which made 
him glorious and which you also cherish.” 
   Words we say once a month before a meeting and we grab a bite?  Or is it a call to action, just as relevant today as it 
was in 1906?  That’s up to us.  The way I figure it, what we CAN we do for our camp is pretty much up to us. We paid 
our dues. It’s our money; now let’s get the most out of it.  

Lieutenant Commander’s ColumnLieutenant Commander’s Column  

��� �  Confederate Flag Database - The Museum of the Confederacy's entire collection of 685 flags is available for the 
first time in a searchable database.  The non-profit Richmond museum says the collection can be found on the flag page 
of the museum's Web site at http://www.moc.org.  Each entry includes a flag's identification, history and measurements. 
Color photos are available for most of the flags.  The collection is housed in a 1,300-square foot facility. 
 
 

��� �  Confederate History Remembered in England - Gettysburg, Vicksburg, Fredericksburg, Fort Sumter, Atlanta... 
Liverpool. In the great roll call of American Civil War sites, the Mersey may seem like a bit of an odd man out.  But 
Liverpool, and the shipbuilders across the water in Wirral, played an integral role in the bloody conflict.  Now city chiefs 
are looking at ideas for a new American Civil War tour and trail which they believe could act as a magnet to thousands 
of visitors from across the Atlantic.  “It would attract a lot of American tourists which would be really good for Liver-
pool economically,” says Virginian Tom Sebrell, who lectures in American history at London University.  “They’d be 
coming over for the whole four years from 2011-15 which mark the 150th anniversary.  “And a lot of people in the north 
of the United States are interested in the naval part of the war.  Under the law of the time, it was illegal for British firms 
to supply armed vessels to either side, but that didn’t stop Liverpool shipyards turning out some of the war’s most fa-
mous Confederate ships – and Liverpool sailors crewing them.   Whole story can be found at: www.liverpoolecho.co.uk 

News From Around The ConfederationNews From Around The Confederation  
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Adjutant’s AdditionAdjutant’s Addition   

My Fellow Compatriots: 
 

   It's been a long time since the weather has been this hot.  Perhaps somewhere back in Texas 
with 100-percent humidity.  Lord, I don't acclimate well anymore.  I hope y'all are tolerating 
the little heat wave! 
   It's been a busy month for me in a lot of areas, but mainly I'm talking about Camp business.  
Dues are coming in.                                                                          
   Join me in a big welcome to Steve Orendorff as a new member.  He lives in Wasco.  Very 
glad to have you with us, Steve.  He is just over the hills from me.  One new transfer is about 
completed and may be before the meeting.  I am also very proud to announce that Jerry Nun-
nally, formerly of Camp 584 (At-Large Camp), will be transferring his membership to our 
Camp.  Jerry is a Life Member and is looking forward to being a member of 458.  Join me in 
welcoming him. 
   The By-laws Committee is starting to get some more work done.  We are deciding what and 
if anything should be changed in our by-laws.  Once we complete this process we will bring 

our findings to the membership.  We have recently reviewed Articles 2, 3 and 4, and have considered some very minor 
changes to Article 4 in the wording concerning Associate Members so that we are in line with the National Constitution.  
As Article 5 was completely re-written recently, we will move on to Article 6 shortly.  I appreciate everyone on this 
committee: Brent, David, and Dan for all of your input. 
   I would like to personally commend our Chaplain, Gary Johnson, for the great presentation that he gave at Prairie City.  
Gary, you made it real.  You told it like it was!  We should never forget the suffering caused by a greedy over-bearing 
federal government.  Never ever gloss it over!  Great Job!  Keep up the great work! 
 

***Reminder: if you have not paid your dues, please do so as soon as possible.  Again, mail them to me at the address 
below or give them to me at the meeting. 
 

PO BOX 222 
Condon,Oregon 97823 

FirstFirst --Ever Camp Award Announced:  Ever Camp Award Announced:  R.E. Lee Duval AwardR.E. Lee Duval Award  
   A bit of history was made at our August 8th Camp Meeting, When Lt. Commander Dan Burch, serving as the new 
Awards Committee chairman, introduced Isaac W. Smith Camp #458’s first award. The R. E. Lee Duval Award, named 
after the first Commander of the original Portland Camp #458, chartered in December of 1903, was approved unani-
mously by the Camp membership after a couple of amendments and hopefully will be just a tip of the iceberg of a dy-
namic awards program. 

   The R. E. Lee Duval Award is a merit-based award consisting of an ATM battle flag pin and a 
certificate.  In order to receive this award, a compatriot will be required to recite from memory the 
Salute to the Confederate Flag, as well as The Charge.  Also the Camp compatriot will be required 
to attend at least six consecutive Camp meetings. 
   Dan said that the purpose of this new award was to instill a since of pride and purpose in our 
camp as well as the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  He said, “It was an honor to be a part of this 
patriotic and historical organization.” “The R. E. Lee Duval Award emphasizes,” He said, “the im-
portance of not only understanding our heritage, but also of personally committing ourselves to the 

cause in which we have joined together.” After two amendments, one of which would record in the monthly minutes, the 
compatriot’s recitation of the Salute and The Charge, and dropping the original R. E. Lee Duval/ATM Award to read 
just the R. E. Lee Duval Award.  
   Dan explained earlier in the meeting that our new Awards program will be a two-tier system.  The first tier, as with the 
R. E. Lee Duval Award will be “merit-based”, similar to a scouting merit badge system, with set criteria a compatriot 
will have to complete in order to receive the award.  The second- tier or level of awards would be an “outstanding 
achievement” award in which can only be given to compatriots who make remarkable and outstanding achievements for 
the betterment of our camp and the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  Also, it was decided by the Awards committee that 
future Awards, one of which will be the “Isaac Williams Smith Lifetime Achievement Award, will be named after Con-
federate veterans buried within the state of Oregon. 
   The Awards Committee includes, along with Dan, Bryan Jacobs, Glen Edens, Michael Taylor and Brent Jacobs. 

Camp Adjutant Glen Edens 
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Book Report:Book Report:  The Life & Campaigns of Stonewall Jackson    The Life & Campaigns of Stonewall Jackson    Submitted by J.R.Submitted by J.R.——Vancouver, WAVancouver, WA  

Upcoming Events for Camp 458Upcoming Events for Camp 458  

September 5 - Meeting (Wings of Freedom Hall at The Bomber in Milwaukie) 
September 11-13 - Visit from ATM Cmdr. Todd Owens & ATM Field Rep. Curt Tipton 
September 19 - Camp Social Event (Oktoberfest at Mt. Angel) 
September 26-27 - Recruiting Event (“Civil War” Re-enactment at McIver State Park) 
— 
October 3 - Meeting (Wings of Freedom Hall at The Bomber in Milwaukie) 
October 16-18 - Recruiting Event (Collectors West Gun Show, Portland Expo Center) 
— 
November 7 - Meeting (Wings of Freedom Hall at The Bomber in Milwaukie) 
— 
December 5 - Meeting (Wings of Freedom Hall at The Bomber in Milwaukie) 
December 19 - Camp Christmas Party (Details TBD) 

“The Life and Campaigns of Lt-General Thomas J. 
(Stonewall) Jackson” 
By Professor R.L. Dabney D.D. 
Richmond Virginia 1866 
(Part #6 - First campaign In The Valley) 
 

   Before Virginia seceded, the sword of the Union was 
drawn.  At this time the only standing army in Virginia 
was one company guarding the commonwealth at the 
capitol.  Virginia's old militia system required only three 
drills per year.   
   Colonel Robert E. Lee resigned from the US army and 
assumed the position of Major General in charge of all 
Virginia forces.  Major Jackson of the Virginia Military 
Institute would be called upon to transform his cadets 
into drill instructors.  It was time to raise an army.   
   April 27th, 1861 Major Jackson is promoted to Colonel and given an independent command.  His orders are to proceed 
to and occupy the arsenal at Harper's Ferry Virginia.  Jackson would hold this command until the arrival of General Jo-
seph E. Johnston May 23, 1861.  
   On June 18th, 1861 by the order of Joseph Johnston, Confederate forces would vacate Harper's Ferry.  Correspondence 
of Jackson inserted into chapter-six shows a less than happy Thomas J. Jackson.  
   Jackson had come to fight not retreat.  Jackson, however, obeyed orders and fell back to Winchester.  July 2, 1861 
Colonel Jackson, with cavalry support by Jeb Stewart, would for the first time engage the Federal army near Falling Wa-
ter Church, halfway between Martinsburg and the Potomac River.  It is here Jackson would meet the advance of Union 
General Patterson.  
   Patterson was repelled.  Patterson then fell back for reinforcements then attacked again.  Patterson was once again re-
pulsed.  The encounter would latter be called “Haines Farm”.  It would also later be determined that Patterson's intent 
was to prepare for cooperation with Union General McDowell who was about to assail the forces of Confederate General 
Beauregard at Manassas Junction.  
   Upon the return of Jackson to Winchester, our Colonel Jackson would received the following letter: 
My dear General, I have the pleasure of sending you a commission of Brigadier General in this provisional army and to 
feel that you merit it.  May your advancement increase your usefulness to the state.   
Very truly, R. E. Lee 
Next month - Chapter-seven is entitled, “Manassas”. 
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   Woo hoo!  What an awesome event in Hot Springs!  
The annual SCV Reunion was fantastic.  Brent, Norm, 
Erik and Karl travelled together by car to Hot Springs, 
and really had the time of our lives.  If anyone has ever 
even remotely considered attending a national Reunion, 
please do yourself a favor and go!  There are so many 
incredible people in our organization that attend these 
events, and there is definitely no shortage of things to 
do, or lack of camaraderie.   
   The Ernst gang and Brent travelled together in a 
rented Jeep Commander taking three very long days to 
get through Oregon, Idaho, Utah, Colorado, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, and Arkansas.  We covered a lot of ground 
and got to see a lot of America, staying in Ogden, Utah 
the first night and Colby, Kansas, the second.  
   Upon getting to Hot Springs, Brent bunked with 
ATM Commander Todd Owens in a suite at the host 

hotel, The Arlington.  The parlor suite 
was amazing!  Not only was it huge, but 
it was on the ninth floor and had a very 
large veranda that 20-30 people could 
hang out on...which happened on nu-
merous occasions, usually with a fine 
cold beverage to help cool oneself off in 
the balmy evenings of the South. 
   The first day we spent in Hot Springs 
was basically a free day to do whatever 
we wanted.  There was a catfish social 
the Ernst’s went to, and a gathering at 
the hotel for some refreshments at the 
Commander’s suite in the evening.   
   The opening ceremonies were held on 
Thursday morning, the highlights of 
which were the very funny speech by 
the Mayor of Hot Springs, Mr. Mike 
Bush, and the incredibly talented and 

beautiful Ms. Hannah Rector who sang 
a very touching version of Dixie.   
   Brent served as Sgt-at-Arms for the 
Reunion all three days during the busi-
ness sessions.  He was appointed to 
that position by Commander-in-Chief 
McMichael shortly after he took office.  
A funny anecdote concerning Brent’s 
duties as Sgt-at-Arms:  CiC 
McMichael met with Brent just prior to 
the first business session and told him 
that his only real duty was to ensure 
that everyone had their official Reun-
ion name-badge, which obviously 

Camp Members Attend National ReunionCamp Members Attend National Reunion  

LA Div Cmdr Lauret, TX Div Cmdr James, ATM Cmdr Owens, Brent Jacobs 

Karl Ernst, Brent Jacobs, Norm Ernst, and Erik Ernst 

Business session in the main meeting hall. 
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meant that they had paid and that they were members.  Tak-
ing his duties very seriously, Brent diligently checked each 
and every one of the compatriots coming into the hall.  The 
only member who didn’t have his badge visible was past-
CiC Chris Sullivan.  So, Brent asked CiC Sullivan to pro-
duce his badge.  Almost incredulously Chris said, “Are you 
serious?”  Brent insisted, and Chris went through his jacket 
pockets, his pant pockets, his inside pockets, and then re-
checked all of his pockets where he finally came up with it.  
He didn’t seem too happy about it…  Every time Chris saw 
Brent after that for the rest of the Reunion, no matter where 
they saw each other, be it the lobby, a restaurant, a hotel 
room, the vendor area, etc, Chris whipped that badge out 
immediately and held it up for Brent to see!   
   In addition to the business sessions and the other set 
events such as the Awards Banquet and Grand Ball, there 
were also many spontaneous events and private parties.  
The Kentucky delegation always throws a great party and 
all the SCV hierarchy tends to come by at some point.  It’s nice to see them in a relaxed setting just being one of the 
guys.  Brent also got to hang out with other delegations, including the men from Indiana, where he finally got to meet 
Indiana Division Commander Steve Ritchie who is a real gentleman and one of the big-time “doers”, and the Mississippi 
Division brass.  The Mississippi boys, including our good friend Ed Funchess made Brent laugh so hard he was crying; 
harder than he’s laughed in years.  There were so many wonderful moments with so many great people:  Heritage Pro-
motion Committee Chairman Ed Butler, CiC McMichael, past-CiC Denne Sweeney, the always hospitable Ron Casteel, 
ATM Councilman Paul Gramling, Paul’s son Landon and wife Linda, fellow Texan Kyle Sims, old friend Chief-of-Staff 
Chuck Rand, hanging out on the veranda talking with Simon Bolivar Buckner IV while listening to compatriot Rickey 
Pittman strumming his guitar and singing old Southern songs, the always gracious past-CiC Ed Deason, getting to spend 
some time with Bryan “Squirrel” Sharp and his lovely wife Penny, and so many more.  In addition, the Oregon delega-
tion ran into another Oregonian while in Hot Springs!  Rick Leaumont of The Dalles Camp was there!  We got to meet 
his wife and his mother, and he will be at our picnic next month when Commander Owens comes to visit. 
   Much business was discussed during the three days of sessions.  Some of the more interesting business addressed:  
Eight additional acres immediately behind Elm Springs were purchased and will help make room for the eventual expan-
sion of IHQ and the museum that will be built, Amendment #3 to raise the minimum number of members to form a 

Camp was soundly defeated, the proposed flag for 
Confederate POWs was overwhelmingly rejected, 
Oakwood Cemetery in Richmond was given to the 
SCV, and the 2012 Reunion will be held in Mur-
freesboro.  A complete rundown of the votes taken 
and their results can be found on the SCV blog for 
the month of July at:  http://
sonsofconfederateveterans.blogspot.com 
   So much happened it is hard to put in such a 
small space.  There were outings to local sights, 
excursions into town, some really awesome meals 
with friends, and just random meetings of differ-
ent compatriots around the hotel.  Suffice it to say 
that everyone in attendance had a wonderful time!  
Loy Mauch and the rest of the Hot Springs Camp 
did a great job! 
   The Ernst clan stayed until Friday evening and 
then had to leave to attend a family reunion near 
Houston, Texas.  Brent stayed until Sunday and 
flew back to Portland from Little Rock.   

Camp Members Attend National ReunionCamp Members Attend National Reunion  

Brent with CiC Chuck McMichael and IL Div. Adjutant John Jeffers 

ATM Cmdr Owens in the suite he and Brent stayed in. 



Johnson lay several yards behind and to the right of Lt. 
Howell and Cpl. McGuire.  We were pleasantly surprised 
that these graves were relatively close to one another.  
With the sun setting, we retreated to our motel in John 
Day for a “night cap” to plan for the next day. 
   Saturday, August 22nd, we were up early and our party 
met in downtown John Day for a good breakfast and a 
great time of socializing.  The Grant County Fair and Ro-
deo was going on in John Day this weekend, and in every 
campaign, the unexpected occurs – in our case, the unex-
pected was a parade through the main street of John Day 
scheduled for 10 a.m. that morning.  So contending with 
the possibility of blocked off roads, we went back to our 
motel after breakfast and put on our “speechifying 
clothes,” and hurried to the cemetery, waving at the peo-
ple lined up 
for the parade, 

and arrived at the cemetery about 10 am. 
   Soon we were met at the cemetery by Nadia Shultz, our contact person in 
Prairie City, Stan Horrell, Mayor of Prairie City, and members of the Ameri-
can Legion, who graciously brought chairs and a podium. Flags were placed, 
the podium set, and chairs were set up.  It would turn out to be a very warm 
day.  And when the guests arrived, it was evident that the few trees in the 
cemetery offering shade would be preferred over the planned area of the ser-
vice.  The guests determined that a large tree offering its cool shade near the 
cemetery fence, to the left of the open area would suit them better and 
promptly moved their individual chairs to this area.  As the thermometer rose, 
we were forced to agree they were indeed wise, and adjusted our podium and 
remaining chairs to accommodate them.  Including the two before mention 

guests, we had approximately three 
dozen guests join us this Saturday, 
one gentleman driving from Burns 
to attend.  We were fortunate to 
have with us descendants of two of 
the veterans we were honoring.  
Mrs. Barbara Reynolds, great-
granddaughter of Lt. John C. How-
ell, and Mrs. Peggy Bartley, great-
granddaughter of Pvt. Lafayette 
Howell.  Neither knew of any actual family connection though their ancestors 
had the same last name and lived in the same small town. 
   The memorial service itself was a great success.  Mayor Horrell read a proc-
lamation declaring Saturday, August 22, 2009 as “Confederate Remembrance 
Day in Prairie City; there were speeches given, all of which flowed beautifully 
in honoring the five Confederate veterans at rest in Prairie City.   All four 
speakers did a very fine job in explaining what we do, a background on the 
veterans, and the bigger picture of why these veterans would choose to defend 
the cause of liberty.  There were several other highlights, and I will mention a 
few which stood out to me… Bettie’s wreath-laying dressed in period mourn-
ing dress with veil and escorted by Jerry Nunnally was very beautiful and 
touching; the hymns “Faith of Our Fathers” and “How Firm A Foundation” 
sung by Mrs. Linda Boyer; the American Legion Honor Guard, at the conclu-
sion of the wreath laying fired three volleys across the graves and the haunt-
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Tribute to Five Confederate Veterans: Prairie City Road-Trip      (Cont. from Page-1) 

Grave of John C. Howell 

Grave of Lafayette Howell 

Brent and Erik with Mayor Horrell and the two descendants, Mrs. Barbara 
Reynolds and Mrs. Peggy Bartley. 
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ing sounds of “Taps” was played.  The two granddaugh-
ters each were then presented with a regulation battle 
flag, and one dear lady was brought to tears. 
   After the service, we retreated to our cool motel, 
changed into our “real clothes” and after a communal 
lunch at a place called the “Grubstake” in John Day, we 
spend the rest of the day “socializing”.  Some of us went 
to a small museum in John day, celebrating the city’s 
early Chinese heritage, some attended the Grant County 
Fair and Rodeo later that evening, after which the major-
ity of our party “socialized” at the motel till the wee 
hours of the morning. 
   Sunday, August 23rd, Brent, Jerry, Gary and myself 
made a fast getaway and drove through some truly beau-
tiful country to the town of Condon, to spend a little time 
visiting with Glen and his wife Jami.  After a breakfast at 
the “Cowboy Up Café” in Condon, we were again home-
ward bound, arriving home about 4 in the afternoon. 
   All in all, our Prairie City Memorial Service was a 
grand success.  We not only accomplished our mission 
and honored the five Confederate veterans buried in the 
Prairie City Cemetery; we bonded fraternally and thus 
became a stronger and closer Camp.  Thank you to all 
who gave of their time and treasure to attend this event.  
Each member and guest was a very important part of a 
very successful service. 
   Finally, in addition to everyone who made this event a 
great success, a big thank-you goes out to Ms. Nadia 
Schultz of Prairie City, and to our Associate Member 
Harold Slavik for their help in locating these veterans.  
Without them, we couldn’t have done this event. Linda Boyer, our wonderful soloist who sang our hymns so beautifully. 

(L to R)  Graves of Confederate veterans James K. McGuire, Calaway Johnson, and Thomas Carter Steele in Prairie City Pioneer Cemetery 

American Legion Post 106 from Prairie City performs a rifle salute 



A Proclamation 
Declaring the Twenty-Second Day of August as: 

Confederate Remembrance Day 
 

WHEREAS: We, the citizens of Prairie City, proud of the history and heritage of our city and 
having greatly benefited from the inestimable contributions of the pioneers who helped estab-
lish our outstanding community; and 
 

WHEREAS: Many of these pioneers were Confederate veterans of the War Between The States, 
and families thereof, who contributed both great and small to the growth, success and heritage 
of Prairie City as farmers, educators, government officials, builders, engineers, clergy, etc; 
and 
 

WHEREAS: At least five of these Confederate soldiers, having defended the cause of liberty 
with courage and honor, at war’s end, separately braved the long arduous journey to our be-
loved State of Oregon to join with our community; and 
 

WHEREAS: We, the descendants and beneficiaries of these Confederate veterans, have been 
charged with the defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his his-
tory, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principals which he loved, and the 
ideals which made him glorious; and 
 

WHEREAS: We, the citizens of Prairie City, desire to honor the invaluable contributions and 
sense of duty of Confederate veterans John C. Howell, Lafayette Howell, James K. McGuire, 
Calloway Johnson, and Thomas Carter Steele, now interred in the Prairie City Cemetery; and 
 

WHEREAS: We must and will never forget the service and sacrifice of ALL veterans from and/
or interred in our community; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE: I, Stan Horrell, Mayor of the City of Prairie City, Oregon, hereby pro-
claim the 22nd Day of August be henceforth recognized as: 
 

CONFEDERATE REMEMBRANCE DAY 
 

in Prairie City, Oregon, and encourage all Prairie City citizens to join in this observance. 
 

In witness thereof, I have hereunto set my hand on this 12th day of August in the Year of Our 
Lord 2009. 
 

Signed:  Mayor Stan Horrell 
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Prairie City’s Confederate Remembrance Day ProclamationPrairie City’s Confederate Remembrance Day Proclamation   

   When approached by the Camp to do a proclamation for the five Confederates buried in Prairie City, the Mayor of 
Prairie City was very positive, but had no interest in writing one.  So Brent, with Dan’s help, wrote the below proclama-
tion.  It was then mailed to the City Clerk who had to bring it before the City Council for approval.  The City Council 
unanimously voted in favor of the proclamation the way it was written, and Mayor Stan Horrell then signed it.   
   This is a big deal.  Prairie City may be a small town, but it’s the first city in Oregon to officially recognize and appreci-
ate the service of the Confederate veterans that made Oregon their home, especially in such a purposeful, overt and pub-
lic way.  There are Confederate veterans all over Oregon, and there must be other municipalities who will recognize the 
contributions and sacrifice of our Confederate ancestors and their compatriots.  Let us resolve to get as many cities and 
government officials in Oregon to recognize our beloved Confederate veterans!  There is no greater support and valida-
tion that we can achieve for them than to obtain the backing of mayors, city councils, and even congressmen.   
   This is what our Charge is all about; the ultimate in vindication of the Cause for which he fought! 
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      On a bright Wednesday morning in Tualatin, the message was 
clear. The ultimate sacrifice of Cpl. Matthew Lembke should never be 
forgotten.  Temporary lettering on the window of the new location for 
the Tualatin Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3452 showcases a new 
name, the Cpl. Matthew Lembke Hall. But soon a permanent brass 
plaque will be erected, letting those who pass by remember the Tuala-
tin Marine, who died July 10 after sustaining injuries in war-torn Af-
ghanistan. 
   The new hall, at 18820 S.W. Boones Ferry Road, was dedicated 
Wednesday with about 100 dignitaries, VFW members and locals in 
attendance. In the front row were Matthew’s parents Dale and Claudia 
Lembke and his sister Carolyn. Smiles graced their faces while 
speaker after speaker talked highly of the young man.  Right after Mat-
thew’s name was placed on the building, Dale Lembke said he was right out there with his camera. Both he and Claudia 
say it is a great honor.  “We are very honored,” Dale said. “It is exciting. We told all our relatives.” 
   The new VFW hall is located on the top floor of one of the oldest structures in Tualatin, the historic red brick 
“Robinson building.” Although the building was constructed in 1912, the new hall feels sparkling new. A fresh coat of 
paint, nice furniture, a state-of-the-art kitchen and decorations fill the space that the VFW Post hopes will be an impor-
tant spot, not just for veterans, but for the greater community.  Trying to find a new location — so they could move out 
of the worn-down and now demolished “Patriot Hall” at 8455 S.W. Seneca St. — has been a nine-year process, said 

Dale Potts, spokesman for the VFW Post.  Private developer David Emami, 
who owns both old and new locations, kindly let the VFW transfer their lease 
to the Boones Ferry location, Potts said. If it wasn’t for Emami — who, along 
with his wife Diana, was also honored Wednesday with the very first “VFW 
American Patriot Award” — Potts said the move wouldn’t have happened. The 
VFW just weren’t able to find a suitable space for a low enough price.  “I al-
most thought it wasn’t going to happen,” Potts said. 
   The Boones Ferry building, once the Robinson’s Store and more recently 
Rich’s Kitchen, was set to be demolished by Tualatin’s development commis-
sion a few years ago, but Emami stepped up in 2006 to put out the money to 
preserve the dilapidated structure.  The decision to name it after Lembke was a 
unanimous one, Potts said, and the least they can do to honor the much-loved 
soldier and 2005 Tualatin High School graduate. 

   Lembke was wounded on June 24 by an improvised explosive device while on patrol in Now Zad, Afghanistan. He 
died in July from an infection from his wounds.  “I can not bring Matthew back to you, but I can tell you his name will 
always be here,” Emami told the Lembke family at the dedication.  The previous night a reception was held, in part, so 
the Lembke family could be presented with special medallions from the Bend Band of Brothers veterans group.  “The 
whole community, as you know, mourns, and is thankful…” Ogden told the family at the private reception.  Bill Bussey, 
a Vietnam veteran, presented the family with the honors, he said, as respect to the service of the brave young man. 
   Oregon’s only living Medal of Honor recipient and Bend 
Band of Brothers member Robert Maxwell also came to the 
reception and dedication to pay his respects. Maxwell used his 
body to cover an enemy hand grenade during World War II, 
garnering him the high honor.  “I think it’s great that this com-
munity has chosen to do that,” he said about the VFW naming 
the hall after Lembke. 
   Lembke was the 115th military member with ties to Oregon 
to die in Afghanistan, according to a letter from Gov. Ted Ku-
longoski that was read at the dedication. 
   Ron Holland, commander of VFW Post 3452, said he hopes 
the new hall can help the Post become even more of a part of 
the community, and help returning soldiers with free seminars, 
finding jobs, and getting physical and mental health care. 

In His Honor: In His Honor:   VFW’s Cpl. Matthew Lembke Hall Dedicated    VFW’s Cpl. Matthew Lembke Hall Dedicated      by Stover E. Harger, IIIby Stover E. Harger, III  

Claudia and Dale Lembke, with daughter Carolyn 

Cpl. Matthew Lembke 

Gov. Kulongoski presents Cpl. Lembke’s parents with a flag 



 

   The Confederate Cemetery has 140 graves of soldiers mortally wounded in the Battle of 
Raymond, May 12, 1863. The Civil War soldiers, mostly from Tennessee and Texas, died 
in private residences around the town that served as hospitals. A few probably died of 
sickness while stationed in the area or died of wounds from various local skirmishes or 
nearby battles such as Champion's Hill. Those that were killed outright on the battlefield 
of Raymond were reported to have been buried where they fell by Union soldiers. 
   In 1985, an effort was initiated by Roger Hansen of Pascagoula to identify the Confeder-
ate dead of the Battle of Raymond. A total of 109 were found, based upon the Compiled 
Service Records of Confederate Soldiers in the National Archives, to have been killed or 
mortally wounded on the Raymond battlefield. (The Union dead at Raymond were re-
moved after the war by the Federal Government and reinterred in the National Cemetery 
at Vicksburg.) This compiled list is the first accounting of the Southern heroes that died in 
and around Raymond as a result of the 12 May 1863 battle, but it should not be consid-
ered all inclusive due to the incompleteness of historical records. 
   In a 1987 ceremony, the new grave markers were dedicated. Members of Stanford's 
Mississippi Battery, a Civil War reenactment group in authentic uniforms, fired a six-gun 
salute to the dead. Writer Willie Morris, great-grandson of Civil War Major George 
Harper who founded the Hinds County Gazette, participated in the ceremonies. 
   More info:  www.battleofraymond.org 


