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Part of a letter from an unknown Confederate soldier who received a gift for Christmas 
from a girl he didn’t know:  “Friend Ettie, I believe I am not indebted to you by way of 
letter, but for your kindness to me I will write you a few lines.  On New Year's day about 
one o-clock I received a very nice gift which I appreciated very much.  It was the only 
gift that I received, and on that account realize its worth.  You have my heartfelt thanks 
for your kindness and remembrance of a Soldier.  Enclosed you will find the likeness of 
your unknown Correspondent which you will please accept, with the kindest regards.” 
   Christmas is upon us, and there is probably no other time of year where our support for 
the troops overseas is more important.  Both of Compatriot Nunnally’s sons are sta-
tioned in Afghanistan right now, in separate units about 150 miles from each other.   
   Many of our own members can relate to being in the military and far from home for 
Christmas, having also served in combat like Jake and Matt, in Vietnam, Iraq, etc.  All 
of us know people who have served in the ongoing wars in southwest Asia.  Here is a 
wonderful opportunity to show them how much we appreciate their service and sacrifice.  
In the spirit of little Ettie, let us all show our complete support for our soldiers, descen-
dants of Confederate veterans themselves, by sending them (and their fellow Marines) 
packages this Christmas!  
   For in-depth information as to what Matt and Jake need, and have personally re-
quested, please go to the “Support” link on our Camps webpage.  Their addresses: 

(L to R) LCpl. Matt Nunnally and LCpl. Jake Nunnally 
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Camp OfficersCamp Officers  
Compatriots: 
 

   There may be no bigger hot-button debate-creating 
member-dividing issue in the SCV than “politics”.  There 
are some serious myths and misconceptions concerning 
“politics” within our organization.  First things first, I am 
not talking about internal politics such as members run-
ning for Camp office or disagreements with a Camp’s 
policies, etc.  I’m speaking on two other issues involving 
the idea of “politics”, the first of which is actual party 
politics.  It should go without saying that the SCV does 
not officially endorse or promote candidates of political 
parties.  That is an absolute.  We are also prohibited from 
discussing these candidates, parties, ideologies and issues 
in our meetings.  I think everyone can understand the rea-

soning for that.  But, with that said, nothing prohibits any member from personally sup-
porting any political candidate, party or ideology that he wishes to!   Period. 
  Secondly, and more importantly, is the issue of “politics” in regard to heritage defense 
and the representation of the organization.  There have always been squabbles as to what 
is or isn’t considered “politics”, which some people recoil from as if it were a red-hot 
poker!  So, I want to set the record straight.  As someone who has experience in fighting 
for Confederate heritage, artifacts, property, history, etc, I want to emphatically state that 
engaging the government, fighting the establishment, protecting our history and heritage, 
and/or otherwise living the Charge, is in no way “political”!  To achieve many of our 
goals in the SCV we will have to talk to politicians, write legislators, speak in front of 
City Councils, etc.  This is not “political”!  Do not get sucked into the trap that because 
you have opposition to our cause and our fights that you are creating a political issue!   
This is a common tactic of people who oppose anything and everything Confederate.  
They attempt to make it a political issue by immediately drawing comparisons between 
our cause and the cause of 1861.  This is simply not the case; they fought for independ-
ence and their rights, we fight for their honor and our heritage!  There is absolutely noth-
ing inherently political in standing up for one’s rights or freedoms, or for their history or 
heritage, though some may try to place these false labels on us.   
   Now the other important point to make here is personal freedom.  Any and all members 
of the SCV are entitled to whatever beliefs and opinions they choose, political and other-
wise.  Whatever you do on your own time is up to you.  That comes with responsibility of 
course.  For reasons that should hopefully be obvious, the SCV does not condone or align 
itself with criminals, racists, etc, and will actively distance itself from these members.  
But again, if you choose to attend political rallies, actively support a political party, run 
for public office, or simply express your political views on your Facebook page, please 
feel free to do so!  It is your right, guaranteed to you by the 1st Amendment and what 
your ancestors fought for!  Just don’t invoke the name of the SCV at political rallies or 
presume to represent the organization or the Camp without proper authorization. 
   So let’s recap.  Please fly your flags, fight for your ancestor’s honor, preserve their his-
tory, be proud of your heritage, whatever you want to do SCV-wise, just don’t do it in the 
name of a political party, etc.  Conversely, stump for whatever candidate you want, pro-
mote any party you wish, and subscribe to any ideology that makes you happy, just don’t 
do it in the name of the SCV or our Camp.  As General Jackson said, “You may be what-
ever you resolve to be”!  Just compartmentalize the two.    
   To sum up, the SCV supports the individual rights of its members, period.  Just don’t 
pass out presidential campaign stickers at meetings, discuss political issues like abortion 
or gun control in the Camp meetings.  In our meetings and publications we just need to 
focus on what the SCV is all about and the Charge we were given.  After the meetings...go 
crazy!   I welcome any questions, concerns, debate, etc.   -- Brent Jacobs, Commander  

Commander’s Report: Commander’s Report: The Problem With “Politics”The Problem With “Politics”  

Camp Commander Brent Jacobs 
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��� �  Lt. Commander Resigns - Dan Burch has resigned from his office, the Camp, and the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
organization citing personality conflicts and a difference in political ideology.  His resignation was accepted by the 
Camp Executive Committee and forwarded to IHQ.  It was a sudden decision that took everyone by surprise.  Dan gave 
a lot to the Camp, and we wish him well with whatever endeavors he finds elsewhere. 
��� �  New Officers Appointed - Norm Ernst has graciously stepped up to assume the position of Lt. Commander.  He has 
served in that capacity previously, as well as Camp Commander.  We also have a Judge Advocate now!  Tom Boardman 
is an attorney and gladly accepted the post.  Both new officers will now be on the By-Laws Committee. 
 

��� �  Adjutant Has Surgery - Glen has had more than his share of health concerns, and the latest has been a real doozy, 
though he’s actually feeling great now!  He recently had his thyroid and parathyroid glands removed, and Dec. 1st-3rd 
Glen was holed up in OHSU having radiation treatments.  He’s out now and everything seems to be fine!  While he’s 
healing up, please be sure to give Glen a call or shoot him an e-mail to let him know he’s been missed!   
 

��� �  Meeting Hall Volunteer Honored - Marty Frye, the volunteer who operates the Wings of Freedom Museum where 
we meet every month, has been a great host to our Camp.  He is happy and hospitable without fail, and gives us “Civil 
War” related clippings and stories from a variety of magazines to us every single time we meet.  The Camp membership 
called him to the front of the meeting and we presented him with a regulation artillery-size Confederate battle-flag for 
his constant generosity and continued support.  Thanks Marty! 
 

��� �  Archives - Commander Jacobs now has all the books contained in the Camp library, including the entire set of “War 
of the Rebellion - Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies”, and he also has most of the Camp recruiting 
supplies.  If you would like to check out a book or if you need any recruiting pamphlets/applications, contact Brent. 
 

��� �  January Camp Meeting Date Changed!!! - Several members have other obligations on the first Saturday of Janu-
ary, so the monthly Camp meeting was pushed back one week to Saturday, January 9th.  Same time, same location. 

Camp NewsCamp News  

��� �  Confederate Flag Database - The Museum of the Confederacy's entire collection of 685 flags is available for the 
first time in a searchable database.  The non-profit Richmond museum says the collection can be found on the flag page 
of the museum's Web site at http://www.moc.org.  Each entry includes a flag's identification, history and measurements. 
Color photos are available for most of the flags.  The collection is housed in a 1,300-square foot facility. 
 
 

��� �  Confederate History Remembered in England - Gettysburg, Vicksburg, Fredericksburg, Fort Sumter, Atlanta... 
Liverpool. In the great roll call of American Civil War sites, the Mersey may seem like a bit of an odd man out.  But 
Liverpool, and the shipbuilders across the water in Wirral, played an integral role in the bloody conflict.  Now city chiefs 
are looking at ideas for a new American Civil War tour and trail which they believe could act as a magnet to thousands 
of visitors from across the Atlantic.  “It would attract a lot of American tourists which would be really good for Liver-
pool economically,” says Virginian Tom Sebrell, who lectures in American history at London University.  “They’d be 
coming over for the whole four years from 2011-15 which mark the 150th anniversary.  “And a lot of people in the north 
of the United States are interested in the naval part of the war.  Under the law of the time, it was illegal for British firms 
to supply armed vessels to either side, but that didn’t stop Liverpool shipyards turning out some of the war’s most fa-
mous Confederate ships – and Liverpool sailors crewing them.   Whole story can be found at: www.liverpoolecho.co.uk 
 

��� �  SCV On-line Mall Now Open - Wouldn't it be nice to have places to shop where a portion of your money goes to 
support the SCV?  Now you have that place, a whole mall with hundreds of stores where each purchase helps the SCV.  
There you will find all the big name stores that you may already order from.  Also there are discounts and coupons avail-
able.  We have partnered with an organization called We-Care.  Their motto is Shop with Purpose.  Well we certainly 
have a purpose!  The link is scv.we-care.com.  Of course this can only be a successful venture if we use it.  Please im-
mediately book mark that page.  For those who might forget to go there before shopping, you can download a reminder, 
so that if you go to, for example eBay or Amazon, a box will pop up asking if you want a portion to go to the SCV, you 
will of course say yes!  You can find the reminder program under the Downloads tab on the Mall page or go to: http://
scv.we-care.com/Downloads/Reminder.  Please go check this out and spread the word.  Anyone can shop there! Send the 
links to all your friends and family.  Use it for business purchases.  Put in on your social networking sites like Facebook.  
Make it a part of your signature on your emails.  Put the link on your personal webpage.  I truly believe this program will 
benefit us greatly. Be sure to forward this email to your contacts, and place this information in your newsletters. I hope 
you all enjoy using this service and I appreciate your efforts.  --  CIC Chuck McMichael 

News From Around The ConfederationNews From Around The Confederation  
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Adjutant’s AdditionAdjutant’s Addition   

   Hopefully, today finds you warm in front of a cozy fire.  Fall has fast forwarded in many 
areas and winter is near.  I value the cold weather in the fact that I can hopefully catch up on 
some much needed reading.  The Library fills before I can finish one book.  Books are like 
guns, according to Jami anyway.  "You need just one more"!  
   Where am I going with this?  The more we read about our Southern History the more we 
learn and retain.  That makes it much easier to tell folks about THE SONS OF CONFEDER-
ATE VETERANS, and our CAUSE.  We need to spread our word as a preacher spreads the 
Gospel.  The Cause has got to be in our heart or we won't be very convincing or effective. 
   I hear more and more that someday there won't be any more books because of new technol-
ogy.  The newer generations if they want to read at all, they want to do it online.  And one day 
if the technology "crashes" then what happens?  I cannot imagine being in a place with no 
books.  If I had been an Officer during the "War", I would have had an extra wagon just for 
my library.  Many Officers did carry their "Library" along.  A world without books?  No way!  
Not my world... 

   We (I) need to take advantage of the books and the time we (I) have.  We have no guarantee what tomorrow will bring.  
I hope I can always see to read!  We have had some great book reviews of late in the newsletters.  We have had oral re-
ports on books in our meetings.  That is merely a very few that is doing this.  I want to challenge each member in the 
Camp to read a book a month on our Southern History and The War.  If you have time, read two! 
   I challenge each member to write a review or give an oral report on the book you've read in a meeting.  If you can't do 
that, keep a list and just tell us what you read; the Author, Publisher and the printing date, and if you recommend it to 
others.  We'll keep that list and in a year we'll look back and see just how many books this Camp has polished off.  I 
reckon Brent could set up a spot on our Camp Website that we could click on and fill in the blanks.  Perhaps a counter to 
keep a tally of the books.  Remember, a book is another gift that keeps on giving.  Knowledge is Invaluable!  Invaluable: 
value beyond estimation. i.e. priceless! 
   I want to wish each and every member and their families a most joyous Christmas.  I pray you will have a safe and 
warm one.  May you truly enjoy this special time you spend together.  May we never forget the birth of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  This may not be His real birthday but it does not matter.  It matters most that we give ourselves to 
Him as HE gave Himself for us. 
   We must remember to thank HIM for everything we have, for all things come from HIM.  Be especially thankful for 
the bond that we have as Compatriots of and for the Cause. 
Deo Vindice, 
   -- Glen Edens, Camp Adjutant 

Important Camp Project:  Important Camp Project:  Confederates Buried Near Franklin OregonConfederates Buried Near Franklin Oregon  

   Members of the Camp were approached while recruiting at a recent gun-show by a man who grew up near Franklin, 
Oregon, who knew of a terrible tragedy that had befallen a large number of Confederate veterans.  When he was growing 
up he used to frequently go to a small cemetery that had more than 30 Confederates buried in it.  He told us a story of 
how an old group of veterans had run up a Confederate flag long ago, and that some of the locals who disapproved called 
for the authorities to come and deal with the rebels.  The story goes that several troopers rode in on horseback and not 
only cut the flag down but removed the flagpole.  A family member has an old photo of the flagpole at the cemetery.   
   In the 1970’s this gentleman who grew up near Franklin joined the US Navy and was gone for many years.  One day 
after retiring he decided to go by that old cemetery, and it was gone…  
The markers had been removed, seemingly bulldozed.  After a cursory 
search of the area, there was at least one old stone located in a gully or 
old creek bed, and it belonged to a World War II veteran.   
   So, we have a lot of research and work to do!  This is a call-to-arms!  
We need to find out the location of this cemetery, find out exactly who 
is/was buried there, and determine what we can do to properly honor 
these men.  Ideally, once we know who is where, we can obtain the 
necessary markers from the Veterans Administration.  This is not go-
ing to be an easy or short project, and help from any and all compatri-
ots is needed.  Please contact Brent with questions or to volunteer! 

Camp Adjutant Glen Edens 
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Book Report:Book Report:  The Life & Campaigns of Stonewall Jackson    The Life & Campaigns of Stonewall Jackson    Submitted by J.R.Submitted by J.R.——Vancouver, WAVancouver, WA  

Upcoming Events for Camp 458Upcoming Events for Camp 458  

December 19 December 19 --  Camp Christmas Gathering (Sayler’s Old Country Kitchen, 8:00pm)Camp Christmas Gathering (Sayler’s Old Country Kitchen, 8:00pm)  
——  
January 9 January 9 --  Meeting (Wings of Freedom Hall at The Bomber in Milwaukie, 11:00am)Meeting (Wings of Freedom Hall at The Bomber in Milwaukie, 11:00am)  
January 23 January 23 --  Annual LeeAnnual Lee--Jackson Dinner (TBD)Jackson Dinner (TBD)  

“The Life and Campaigns of Lt-General Thomas J. (Stonewall) Jackson” 
By Professor R.L. Dabney D.D. 
Richmond Virginia 1866 
(Part #8 - Winter Campaign In The Valley 1861-1862) 
 

   The appointment of General Jackson to the command of a separate district under General 
Joseph Johnston, consisting of the valley of Virginia was made October 21, 1861.  On No-
vember 4th, 1861 General Jackson took leave of his brigade and set out for Winchester.  Upon 
his arrival, Jackson found three fragmentary brigades of State militia imperfectly armed, un-
disciplined and inexperienced.  Jackson would direct all his energies to the discipline and 
training of this small force.  Jackson called upon the countryside for recruits and expanded his 
troops to a force of 3,000 men. 
   As Winchester is the focal point for the lower valley, so Romney 40 miles northwest is the 
key to the valley of the south branch of the Potomac, as well as the capital of the great county 
of Hampshire.  Romney was occupied by 6,000 Federals.  In addition, Williams Port and 
neighboring points were occupied by an additional 8,000 federal troops. At Harpers Ferry Union 
General Banks who was amassing another 26,000 troops. 
   At this juncture Stonewall Jackson's troops had swelled to 4,000 men and was assigned to protecting the valley against 
40,000 well-armed Union troops.  The author, R.L. Dabney writes of Stonewall Jackson, "his genius taught him that his 
safety lay in his audacity".  Dabney goes on to describe What he saw as Jackson's troops (by then 8,500 strong) marched 
to Romney.  As soon as Confederate forces past Hanging Rock they began to see marks of desolation.  Nearly every 
dwelling, mill and factory between Hanging Rock and Romney had been consumed.  The tanneries were destroyed, un-
finished hides slit to ribbons.  The roadside was strewn with the carcasses of milk cows, oxen and other farm animals 
shot down in mere wantonness. 
   As they came into view of the town, scarcely anything appeared by which it could be recognized, even by it's own chil-
dren.  Gardens, orchards and out-buildings were swept away, fine lawns were trampled by cavalry horses into mire.  
Dwellings were converted into stables and torn down for fuel.  Every church but one was foully desecrated.  The single 
church which remained was saved for the pious uses of the Union chaplains. 
   The despoilers of this fine, charming and defenseless village with a force larger then Jackson's, feared to meet Jack-
son's army in a most defensible position which they had selected and entrenched at their leisure.  When Jackson's army 
was more then a days march away the Union troops fled in such panic as to leave behind them the larger part of their 
equipage.  But cowardice like this was the natural sequel to the barbarities by which they had disgraced the name of sol-
diers. 
   On January 31, 1862, the Secretary of War interfered with Jackson's strategies by ordering General Loring's troops to 
retreat from Romney and fall back to Winchester.  The secretary of war was convinced General Loring's troops were in 
danger of being cut off.  Jackson, on the other hand, felt no such danger existed.  Jackson further felt if the Secretary of 
War could from afar order a retreat from secure ground Jackson not only held, but planned to use to support further ad-
vances against the enemy, then he (Jackson) would offer his resignation. 
   When Jackson's resignation was made public the Secretary of War's orders were countermanded.  General Joseph 
Johnston wrote Jackson an impassioned letter, not as a superior but as a friend and a patriot, requesting him to put his 
just personal feelings aside for the good of the country.  The Governor of Virginia refused to process his resignation. 
General Jackson would not only keep his command but had established a precedent which would preclude any further 
interference from the Secretary of War in his command. 
   At this juncture Jackson would settle into winter quarters.  The stage was now set for one of the most spectacular cam-
paigns in military history.  Stay tuned for next month as we move to chapter nine, entitled "General view of the cam-
paigns of 1862". 
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   The Branham House, 1223 Wesley Street, Oxford, Georgia [approximately 30 miles east of Atlanta], was built in 1849 
by a vibrant young widow, Rebecca Williams,  who also owned and operated a popular tavern in the city square of Cov-
ington, a near by town. The Greek Revival styled home had four rooms over four, wide central hallways, twelve foot 
ceilings, nine working fireplaces, polished heart pine floors, and massive hand-hewn corner posts. At that time, the 
kitchen and a privy were detached and situated in the back of a one acre plot. 
   In 1855, the Reverend Walter Richardson Branham Sr., a Methodist minister and son of Dr. Henry R. Branham and 
Verlinda Harris Branham of Eatonton, Georgia, purchased the house, which was to remain in the Branham family for 
over 150 years.  
   Walter and Elizabeth had seven children: Junius Wingfield (1841), Edward Vance (1843), Elizabeth (1848), Walter 
Richardson Jr. (1850), Martha Manley (1857), Henry Flournoy (1869) and Verlinda Harris (1866). The family owned 
thirteen slaves and servants.  
   Junius joined the 2nd Battalion Georgia infantry in 1861 as a private and ended the war in 1865 with the rank of Colo-

nel. Edward joined the 42nd Georgia Infantry Regiment as a 
private a few weeks after his brother. He ended the war with the 
rank of Quartermaster Sergeant.  
   In August and September of 1864, Union General W.T. 
Sherman conducted his infamous siege and pillage of Atlanta. 
After completely destroying the city, he set his sights on his 
“March to the Sea.”  
   On November 18th, traveling with the XIV Corps, he moved 
through Oxford on his way to Savannah. His troops looted the 
town and residences but did not burn it.  Sherman, in his mem-
oirs, wrote, "the soldiers closed up their ranks, the color-bearers 
unfurling their flags, and the bands striking up patriotic airs. 
The white people came out of their houses to behold the sight, 
in spite of their deep hatred of the invaders, and the negroes 
were simply frantic with joy." It took from 9 a.m. to late in the 
evening for the entire column to march through the town, paus-
ing just east of  Covington and Oxford to camp for the night. 
   Actually, during the November 18th looting, there was not a 
whole lot left to take as the area had been pretty much picked 
clean during the previous month’s foraging activities. Tradi-
tional folklore suggests that Sherman did not burn Oxford be-
cause it was the home town of a close friend, who went to West 

Compatriot History:  Compatriot History:  The Branham House The Branham House --  Oxford, Georgia                Oxford, Georgia                by Gary Johnsonby Gary Johnson  

"Ole Miss" Elizabeth Flournoy Branham (Gary’s great-great-
grandmother).  Martha (center), the cook for many years, stayed 
with the family after the war.  Walter Richardson Branham III 

(left), Gary’s great-grandfather. 

Branham House in 1900 Branham House as it looks today 
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Point with him, although there is no historical documentation of this idea, and Sherman’s memoirs are silent as to his 
motivations.  
   During the war, the house served as a haven for Civil War refugees and a hospital for the wounded. Branham family 
lore, documented in artifacts left to the Woodruff Library of Emory University,  tells of a Yankee cavalryman who rode 
his horse through the double front doors only to be met by the lady of the house, Elizabeth Flournoy Branham, known as 
“Ole Miss.” “Sir,” she told him firmly, “a gentleman wouldn’t do that!” Abashed and ashamed, he backed his horse out 
of the house and quickly rode away. The passage of time and many feet have erased the hoof prints. 
   Compatriot Gary Johnson is the great-great-grandson of  Walter Richardson Branham Sr. and Elizabeth Flournoy “Ole 
Miss” Branham. 

Confederate Christmas Offering:  Robert E. Lee and Santa Claus 

(Editor’s Note:  This was taken from the book “General Lee and Santa Claus”, originally published in 1867.  It is an exchange of letters allegedly 
between Gen. Robert E. Lee and three little Southern girls.  Is it true?  Well...the sentiment sure is...) 
 

Dear General Lee: 
   We think you are the goodest man that ever lived, and our auntie says you will go right straight to heaven when you 
die; so we want to ask you a question, for we want to know the truth about it, and we know that you always speak the 
truth.  
   Please tell us whether Santa Claus loves the little rebel children, for we think he don't; because he did not come to see 
us for four Christmas Eves. Auntie thinks you would not let him cross the lines, and we don't know how to find out 
unless we write and ask you. We all love you dearly, and we want to send you something; but we have not any thing nice 
enough; we lost all our toys in the war. Birdie wants to send you one of our white kittens--the one with black ears; but 
Auntie thinks maybe you don't like kittens. We say little prayers for you every night, dear General Lee, and ask God to 
make you ever so happy. Please let us know about Santa Claus as soon as you can; we want to know for something very, 
very, very particular; but we can't tell even you why until Christmas time, so please to excuse us.  
   Your little friends,  
Lutie, Birdie, and Minnie  
 
General Lee’s Reply: 
 

My dear little friends:  
   I was very glad to receive your kind letter, and to know by it that I have the good wishes and prayers of three innocent 
little girls, named Lutie, Birdie, and Minnie.  
   I am very glad that you wrote about Santa Claus for I am able to tell you all about him. I can assure you he is one of 
the best friends that the little Southern girls have. You will understand this when I explain to you the reason of his not 
coming to see you for four years.  
   The first Christmas Eve of the war I was walking up and down in the camp ground, when I thought I heard a singular 
noise above my head; and on looking to find out from whence it came, I saw the queerest, funniest-looking little old fel-
low riding along in a sleigh through the air. On closer inspection, he proved to be Santa Claus.  
   Halt! Halt!, I said; but at this the funny fellow laughed, and did not seem inclined to obey, so again I cried Halt!. And 
he drove down to my side with a sleigh full of toys. I was very sorry for him when I saw the disappointed expression of 
his face when I told him he could go no further South; and when he exclaimed, Oh, what will my little Southern children 
do! I felt more sorry, for I love little children to be happy, and especially at Christmas. But of one thing I was certain--I 
knew my little friends would prefer me to do my duty, rather than have all the toys in the world; so I said: Santa Claus, 
take every one of the toys you have back as far as Baltimore, sell them, and with the money you get buy medicines, ban-
dages, ointments, and delicacies for our sick and wounded men; do it and do it quickly--it will be all right with the chil-
dren. 
   Then Santa Claus sprang into his sleigh, and putting his hand to his hat in true military style, said: I obey orders, Gen-
eral, and away he went. Long before morning he came sweeping down into camp again, with not only every thing I had 
ordered, but with many other things that our poor soldiers needed. And every Christmas he took the toy money and did 
the same thing; and the soldiers and I blessed him, for he clothed and fed many a poor soul who otherwise would have 
been cold and hungry. Now, do you not consider him a good friend. I hold him in high respect, and trust you will always 
do the same. 
   I should be pleased to hear from you again, my dear little girls, and I want you ever to consider me,  
   Your true friend,  
General Robert E. Lee 
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Oregon Confederate Graves Project:  Pvt. John R. Brock  

Name:  John Robert Brock 
 

Birth:  Oct. 18, 1842 
Missouri 
 

Death:  Jul. 27, 1930 
Salem, Oregon 
Oregon Death Certificate #520 Marion County, Oregon 
 

Interred:  Valley View Memorial Park Cemetery* 
Newberg, Yamhill County, Oregon   

Spouse:  Cassandra M. Rushing Brock (1847 - 1926) 
 

Married: Sept. 28, 1865  
Waxahachie, Ellis County, Texas 
 

Children: 
Joseph Franklin Brock 
Nora Louise Brock 
Charles Leander Brock 
William Brock  
Jackie Brock 
Edison Brock 
 

Confederate Service:  Co. H, 12th Texas Cavalry 
The “Ellis County Blues” 
 

An excerpt from The Confederate Veteran, Vol. 33, 1925: 
   “Thanks to the extraordinary skill and perfection in regimental evolu-
tion, the 12th Regiment, so largely composed of the flower of Ellis 
County, won the high honor a month after reaching the theater of war in 
Arkansas in 1862, (when all other cavalry commands were dismounted), 
of being selected.... to remain mounted and take first position until after-
wards  [when] brigaded with the 19th Regiment under Colonel Bur-
ford.....The Texas regiments of Virginia may have for a time succeeded 
in keeping the Federals out of Richmond, but the Army of the Trans-
Mississippi, in whose praise no paons [sic] are sung, did keep formidable 
Federal armies out of Texas and never allowed a hostile foot to march 
over her soil....” 
   The first reunion of the Brigade was held on July 4, 1878  at Waxaha-
chie, Texas.   A letter from General Parsons was read to members of his 
command.  In part.......“To have been participants in common peril is a 
remembrance that naturally binds the survivors in common sympathy.  
To have participated in common triumphs intensifies the feeling of fel-
lowship.” 
   “But when the memories are added to the privations endured and hard-
ships and suffering undergone in common, the loss by our side in con-
flict and in hospital ... when I have been in charge in the long days or-
deal of death or the skirmish line, or when conflict over, we discharged 
the farewell shots over the graves when our heroes we buried - these are 
treasured memories which unite the survivors and sanctify your reunion, 
these scenes that call up recollections and stir emotions to evoke the pro-
foundest sympathies and illustrate the kindredship of our humanity and 
the brotherhood of men of the Twelfth and Nineteenth and the still living  
but  absent veterans who shared events with us and to whom, in common 
with you all, on this occasion, I send greeting.” 
 

   *(Valley View Cemetery is located at 207 Villa Rd. just off Hwy-99.) 
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   The iron steamer Gertrude, a British 
blockade runner, was built in Greenock, 
Scotland, in 1863.  She was captured 16 
April 1863 by Vanderbilt off Eleuthera 
Island and purchased from the New York 
Prize Court by the Navy 4 June 1863.  
Gertrude was fitted out at New York Navy 
Yard and commissioned there 22 July 
1863, Acting Master Walter K. Cressy in 
command. 
   Assigned to the West Gulf Blockading 
Squadron under Rear Admiral Farragut, 
Gertrude arrived off Mobile in early Au-
gust and on 16 August captured Confeder-
ate blockade runner Warrior following a 9
-hour chase.  After taking her prize to New 
Orleans, Gertrude was assigned blockade 
duty off that port.  She served as a block-
ading ship, alternating between New Or-
leans and Mobile, until May 1864, and 
was credited with the capture of schooner Ellen 16 January 1864.  During this period she also spent short periods at Ship 
Island, Miss., and New Orleans for repairs. 
   Beginning in May 1864, Gertrude was assigned to blockade the Texas coast, and spent most of the next year off Gal-
veston.  She visited blockading stations off Sabine Pass and Velasco, and took blockade runner Eco off Galveston 19 
February 1865.  Gertrude also captured over 50 bales of cotton 19 April 1865 which were thrown overboard by famous 
Confederate blockade runner Denbigh during her escape from the blockading fleet. 
   Gertrude was decommissioned 11 August 1865 at the Philadelphia Navy Yard and was sold 30 November at New 
York.  She was re-documented Gussie Telfair in 1866 and sailed as a merchantman. 
   The ocean business between Portland, Victoria and Puget Sound was handled in 1869 by the Gussie Telfair, a vessel 
with a history of more than ordinary interest.  She was a Clyde built propeller of about four hundred tons burden, 
launched at Greenock in 1863 for a [Confederate] blockade runner, and made a number of successful voyages before she 
was captured by a United States vessel, taken to New York and sold to John T. Wright, who at once fitted her out and 
sent her to the Pacific Coast.  "Holladay & Brenham" were at that time buying everything which threatened to interfere 
with their monopoly, and the Telfair soon fell into their hands and was started North on her first trip early in 1869 in 
command of Capt. Fred Bolles, who took her to Victoria.   
The "California, Oregon & Mexico Steamship Company" was reorganized in 1869 as the "North Pacific Transportation 
Company", which began business in May with the following vessels: Active, John L. Stephens, Moses Taylor, Ori-
flamme, Orizaba, Pacific, Panama, Senator, Sierra Nevada, Ajax, California, Continental, Gussie Telfair, Idaho, Mon-
tana and Pelican.  
   After he [Bolles] left her, Capt. N.L. Rogers was appointed master and ran her between Portland and Victoria, calling 
at Port Townsend, Seattle, Steilacoom and Olympia.  "Sherwood, Sholl and Hayes" were in charge on the same route, 
and in 1872 Capt. T.J. Ainsley ran her between the Sound and Alaska.  She was laid up in Portland for several months in 
1874, and was finally taken to San Francisco by Capt. Peter Mackie.  In 1875 she went North again, calling at Shoalwa-
ter Bay on the way up and going from the Sound to Alaska, Captain Gardiner in command.  She continued on the north-
ern routes in the service of the "Oregon Steamship Company", as the "Holladay Line" was now called, until 1878, when 
she was purchased by Frank Barnard, who refitted her for the Coos Bay trade, but abandoned the route in 1880 and vis-
ited Honolulu, faring so badly that he again placed her on the Coos Bay route, where she was wrecked in September, 
1880, soon after leaving Marshfield.   
   The steamship Gussie Telfair ended a life of vicissitudes at Rocky Point, Coos Bay, where she was wrecked September 
25th, soon after leaving Empire City for San Francisco.  She was insured for $7,500 and the wreck sold for $550.  The 
Gussie Telfair was one hundred and sixty feet long, twenty-two feet beam, and ten feet depth of hold, with engines thirty 
by twenty inches. 
 

(Some information courtesy of “Lewis & Dryden’s Maritime History of the Pacific Northwest”) 

Oregon History:  Confederate Blockade-Runner “Gertrude”  

Print of the Gussie Telfair, circa 1870 
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Meet Our Newest Compatriot:  Meet Our Newest Compatriot:  John H. MooreJohn H. Moore  
   Born in Watertown, New York on March 25, 1960 to David H. & Jane W. Moore, John 
like many rural northeastern kids enjoyed outdoor activities such as Hunting, Fishing, and 
Snowmobiling. Athletic and academic interests included Soccer, Cross Country, and Inter-
national Collegiate Wrestling in addition to History and Band.  
   At age 16, John’s parents decided to move from Upstate New York to his Father’s home-
town of Munford, Tennessee, in Tipton County. Attending High School in Millington, Ten-
nessee, john concluded his wrestling career (7 years) with winning the 132lb Tennessee 
State Wrestling Championship and ended that career with an impressive 99 wins-1 loss-1 
tie record. That year, 1977, would also prove the year that john began his military career in 
the United States Army.  
   It was also here (Tennessee) that John became interested in his ancestral heritage and 
personal family history. After much research and disappointment, it soon became apparent 

that many of the historical family records of the southern people had been either been destroyed during the Civil War, 
through neglect, and/or by poor archival methods. John’s surviving family also choose to take to the grave “stories & 
secrets” that they were unwilling to share about the MOORE family lineage. Very limited genealogy has been discov-
ered prior to 1857.  
   In 1977, John joined the United States Army. In 1978 John marred his wife; Anita L. Dillard of Sandy, Oregon, also a 
US Army Service Member, and together they had two daughters, Leah Jane in 1980 and Christine Helen in 1986. John 
served honorably for 23 years, retiring Sergeant First Class (SFC) on April 30, 1999. A Cold War Veteran, John served 
during the Tehran (Iran) Hostage Crisis, Libya, Lebanon, Grenada, Panama, Gulf War, Somalia, and Bosnia, Haiti, and 
Kosovo conflicts.  
   Upon retirement from the armed services, John followed another interest, Long-Haul Truck Driving. In 5 ½ years, 
John accumulated just short of 1 million miles driving both United States and Canadian Fleets. John sold his Trucking 
Company in 2005 due mainly to the adoption of his son, Dakotah Ryan Moore, too much 
time away from family, and impending health issues. The last two years of John trucking 
career saw him home only 21 days each of those years.  
   Presently, John owns an Advertising Agency in Vancouver, Washington that specializes 
in marketing goods and services to the Department of Defense. As a Defense Contract 
Vendor, John continues his support to the men and women in uniform by providing the 
needed materials, goods, and services that are requested by Department of Defense, Home-
land Security, and other Federal, State, and Local Government agencies. 
 
   John’s ancestor by which he joined the SCV is Capt. Edward Cabell Browder, who 
served in Co. C, 18th Regiment Texas Cavalry, also known as “Darnell’s Regiment”.  Ed 
C. Browder, born in Missouri in 1825, came from a long line of old Virginians.  As a 
young man he moved to Ellis County, Texas where he was issued a land certificate for 320 
acres.  He married Elizabeth Coats in Dallas, Texas on September 26, 1849, and they even-
tually had six children; Pleasant, Edward, Annie, Emily, Fannie, and Jane.   
   Edward Browder was elected first district clerk for Dallas in 1850, serving in that capac-
ity until 1864, minus his absence while in service to the Confederate States Army.   
   Nicholas H. Darnell of Dallas, a congressman during Texas' days as a Republic, and un-
successful gubernatorial candidate, traveled to Richmond in the fall of 1861 in hope of se-
curing a position in the Confederate government. He returned to Dallas late in the year with 
authorization to raise a Cavalry regiment; the 18th Texas Cavalry. 
   Formed in Dallas, Texas, in January of 1862, the regiment headed to Indian Territory in 
April of 1862, thereafter traveling to Arkansas and fighting in a few small skirmishes.  The 
18th fought the rest of the war after July 1862 as infantry.  The 18th was one of several regiments in the debacle at Ar-
kansas Post, and many were taken POW.  From May, 1863, the depleted 17th, 18th, 24th and 25th Texas Cavalries were 
consolidated into one unit, sent to Tullahoma, TN, and assigned to Gen. Cleburne's division of Maj. Gen. Braxton 
Bragg's Army of Tennessee.  In 1864 they became part of Granbury’s Consolidated Texas Brigade.   
   Capt. Browder died March 24, 1878, and is buried in the old Masonic Cemetery near the  Dallas Convention Center.  
Dallas still has remnants of Ed C. Browder’s influence on and service to the city with landmarks name after him such as 
Browder’s Spring and Browder Street.   

Being sworn-in Dec. 5th 
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   Legal scholar Gene Healy has made a powerful argument in favor of abolishing the Fourteenth Amendment to the US 
Constitution. When a fair vote was taken on it in 1865, in the aftermath of the War for Southern Independence, it was 
rejected by the Southern states and all the border states. Failing to secure the necessary three-fourths of the states, the 
Republican party, which controlled Congress, passed the Reconstruction Act of 1867 which 
placed the entire South under military rule. 
   The purpose of this, according to one Republican congressman, was to coerce Southern legis-
lators to vote for the amendment "at the point of a bayonet." President Andrew Johnson called 
this tactic "absolute despotism," the likes of which had not been exercised by any British mon-
arch "for more than 500 years." For his outspokenness Johnson was impeached by the Republi-
can Congress. 
   The South eventually voted to ratify the amendment, after which two Northern states — Ohio 
and New Jersey — withdrew support because of their disgust with Republican party tyranny. 
The Republicans just ignored this and declared the amendment valid despite their failure to 
secure the constitutionally-required three-fourths majority. 
   The Cato Institute's Roger Pilon, who is a supporter of the Fourteenth Amendment, has de-
fended the way in which the amendment was adopted on the grounds that after the war some 
Southern states had enacted the "notorious Black Codes" (Liberty Magazine, Feb. 2000). 
   "What should Congress have done," Pilon asked, "turn a blind eye to what was going on?" 
The notion that a racially-enlightened and benevolent Republican Congress unconstitutionally 
imposed the Fourteenth Amendment on the nation because it was motivated primarily (if not solely) out of concern with 
racial discrimination in the South is childishly naive and ahistorical. The fact is, Northern states pioneered viciously dis-
criminatory "black codes" long before they existed in any Southern state, and these codes were supported by many of the 
same Northern politicians who voted for the Fourteenth Amendment. 
   The Revised Code of Indiana stated in 1862 that "Negroes and mulattos are not allowed to come into the state"; for-
bade the consummation of legal contracts with "Negroes and mulattos"; imposed a $500 fine on anyone who employed a 
black person; forbade interracial marriage; and forbade blacks from testifying in court against white persons. 
   Illinois — the "land of Lincoln" — added almost identical restrictions in 1848, as did Oregon in 1857. Most Northern 
states in the 1860s did not permit immigration by blacks or, if they did, required them to post a $1,000 bond that would 
be confiscated if they behaved "improperly." 
   Senator Lyman Trimball of Illinois, a close confidant of Lincoln's, stated that "our people want nothing to do with the 
Negro" and was a strong supporter of Illinois' "black codes." Northern newspapers were often just as racist as the North-
ern black codes were. The Philadelphia Daily News editorialized on November 22, 1860, that "the African is naturally 
the inferior race." The Daily Chicago Times wrote on December 7, 1860, that "nothing but evil" has come from the idea 
of Abolition and urged everyone to return any escaped slave "to his master where he belongs." 
   On January 22, 1861, the New York Times announced that slavery would indeed be a "very tolerable system" if only 
slaves were allowed to legally marry, be taught to read, and to invest their savings. In short, the cartoonish notion that 
the Republican party was so incensed over racial discrimination in the South after the war that, in a fit of moral outrage, 
it trashed all constitutional precepts to dictatorially adopt the Fourteenth Amendment, should not be taken seriously. As 
Alexis de Tocqueville wrote in Democracy in America, it was obvious to all that racial prejudice was stronger in the 
North than it was in the South. "The prejudice of race," wrote Tocqueville, "appears to be stronger in the states that have 
abolished slavery than in those where it still exists." 
   If the Republican party was so sensitive about racial discrimination in the post-war era it would not have sent General 
Sherman out west just three months after the war ended to commence a campaign of genocide against the Plains Indians. 
The very same army that had recently conquered and occupied the Southern states — led by Generals Grant, Sherman, 
and Sheridan — mass murdered Indian men, women, and children during the winters, when families would be together, 
with massive Gatling gun and artillery fire. In a letter to his son a year before he died (1889), Sherman expressed his re-
gret that his armies did not murder every last Indian in North America. 
   The Fourteenth Amendment has had precisely the effect that its nineteenth-century Republican party supporters in-
tended it to have: it has greatly centralized power in Washington, D.C., and has subjected Americans to the kind of judi-
cial tyranny that Thomas Jefferson warned about when he described federal judges as those who would be "constantly 
working underground to undermine the foundations of our confederated fabric." It's time for all Americans to reexamine 
the official history of the "Civil War" and its aftermath as taught by paid government propagandists in the "public" 
schools for the past 135 years. 

Commentary:  Commentary:  Truth About the 14th Amendment                           Truth About the 14th Amendment                           by Thomas Di Lorenzoby Thomas Di Lorenzo  

Thomas Di Lorenzo 



 

   After Maj. Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman's March to the Sea, he turned north through the Carolinas 
for the Carolinas Campaign.  Confederate President Jefferson Davis met General Joseph E. Johnston in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, while Sherman had stopped in Raleigh.  Johnston sent a courier to the Un-
ion troops encamped at Morrisville, with a message to General Sherman offering a meeting between the 
lines to discuss a truce. Johnston, whose army was still an active fighting force encamped in Greens-
boro, realized his army could not continue the fight now that Robert E. Lee had surrendered his troops at 
Appomattox Court House on April 9.  
   Johnston, escorted by a detachment of some 60 troopers of the 5th South Carolina cavalry, traveled 
east along the Hillsborough Road toward Durham Station, where General Sherman was riding west to 
meet him with an escort of 200 troopers of the 9th, 13th, and 15th Pennsylvania Cavalry. They found the 
farm of James and Nancy Bennett as the closest and most convenient place for privacy.  The first day's 
discussion was intensified by the telegram Sherman handed to Johnston telling of the assassination of 
President Abraham Lincoln.  They met the following day, April 18, and signed terms of surrender, 
which were rejected by the government officials in Washington as more generous than what Grant had 
given Lee.  The two generals met again on April 26, 1865, and signed the final papers of surrender, 
which disbanded all active Confederate forces in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, 
totaling 89,270 soldiers, the largest group to surrender during the war. 
   James and Nancy Bennett were like many families who suffered tremendously during the four years of 
war. They lost three sons: Lorenzo, who served in the 27th North Carolina, buried in Winchester, Vir-
ginia; Alphonzo, who is currently unaccounted for in the family history, and; Robert Duke, husband of 
Eliza, the daughter. Robert Duke died in a Confederate army hospital and is buried in Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia. 
   The Bennetts never fully recovered from the war, and by 1880, James died and the family moved into 
the new community of Durham to begin a new life.  The Bennett Farm was abandoned and fell into ruin 
in 1921.  In 1923 the Unity monument was dedicated on the site.  It was not until 1960 when the Bennett 
Farm site was fully reclaimed and restored by local preservationists.  It was later turned over to the State 
of North Carolina and made a state historic site. 


