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   Col. Isaac W. Smith Camp 458 awarded three very deserving and very active 
member’s wives with SCV Ladies Appreciation Medals and Certificates at the an-
nual Lee-Jackson Dinner.  In the six years since the chartering of our Camp, these 
three ladies have given more of their time and energy, as well as their unceasing 
support, than any Camp should ever hope to deserve.  They have been instrumen-
tal in the success of every single Camp event, be it a convention, a party, a picnic 
or a recruiting function.  Camp 458 just wouldn’t be the same today without their 
hard work and dedication.  They have added class to our Camp, and we owe them. 
   Though each of these ladies is never in the forefront and has never expected any 
recognition, they devote more time to Camp events than many members. 
   If it were not for Jami, many times our events would not have been documented.  
She is always there to take photos and preserve our Camp’s history. 
   Donna, the wife of our current Camp Commander, is similarly an integral part of 
the continued success of our Camp.  Donna has been the backbone of many re-
cruiting events and parties our Camp has had. 
   And where would we be without the help and support of Bettie?  She has pro-
vided so much for all of our conventions.  Bettie and the other ladies have deco-
rated all our events and cleaned up after us for years!  Thank you so much! 

(L to R) Jami Edens, Bettie Russo, Donna Ernst 
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Camp Officers 
   As we come to the month of February it is a time to reflect on an important milestone of 
Oregon state history---our 150th anniversary of statehood.  In fact the entire year is set to 
bring historical events commemorating our anniversary.   As I was musing (as you know 
I’m prone to do) about these events I was wondering if the contributions of Oregonians 
who also fought for the Confederacy will be remembered.  Brent has been so great to 
bring us interesting articles in our Camp newsletter of histories of sons of the South who 
after the war settled in Oregon and became respected citizens of our state.  These, along 
with many others, have made Oregon a great state to live in and are worthy of our admira-
tion.  I’m wondering though if these men who made such significant contributions to our 
state history are being forgotten?  Are they becoming victims of revisionist history?  What 
can we do to make sure that what they have given to our state is not forgotten? 
   You may remember some months ago that we were challenged to submit information to 
those who are organizing these events so that our Oregon Confederate brethren are not 
omitted from our anniversary celebration.  I have to admit that I was remiss in following 
through on this.  Sure I had good intentions and saw merit in the idea, but did not pursue 
it.  I hope that others in the Camp have not been as negligent as I have.  You know we 
often talk about what our Camp can do to bring our message of truth to others around us 
who are not aware or don’t care about something that happened over 140 years ago.  Well 
here we have an opportunity to bring our history to the forefront on a large stage with an 
audience of millions.  Even though the celebrations have already begun I don’t think that 
it is too late to make a contribution that will be heard.  The questions is---What will we 
make of the opportunity?  I would encourage each of you who read this to not just con-
sider what action you can take but to follow though on it.  Find out the names of those 
organizations who are in charge of our anniversary celebrations and submit the names of 
those we want to be remembered.  Or perhaps this would be more effective if we submit-
ted a list of names and biographies of those we want remembered as a Camp and endorse 
it with the names of our membership.  In fact, it would be more likely to be considered if 
they see a group of people backing the proposal. 
   So, there are some ideas for all of you to consider.  I’m sure that others in the Camp will 
have ideas of their own that will be superior to mine.  The important thing is that we take 
action on whatever proposal we agree on and follow through on it.  I will do what I can to 
make this happen and hope that others will step forward to help me.  Let’s call on that 
spirit that led our ancestors to rush to defend their nation in time of need.  The history of 
those who fought bravely and selflessly is at stake.  Do we still have their fervor in our 
veins?  Let’s channel that into something that will bring them the honor due them and at 
the same time accomplishes the purposes of our Camp that we have all committed to. 
— Norm Ernst, Camp Commander —  

Commander’s Column 

Confederate Memorial Day Service 

Camp 458 is holding a Confederate Memorial Day Service 
on Sunday, April 26, at the grave of Col. Isaac W. Smith, at 

River View Cemetery in Portland, beginning at 1:00pm. 
We need all-hands-on-deck for this event.  We will be widely 

advertising this event to the public, as well as inviting the 
media.  There are a lot of preparations to make, much work 
to do, some set-up and clean-up the day of, etc.  Please coor-
dinate/volunteer with Dan Burch so that we can make  this 

pivotal event the most successful Camp event in our history! 
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Fellow Camp Members 
   After the unpleasantness of late, particularly my health, I am not at my best at this time to write my regular column.  I 
do want to thank all of you who prayed for me and wished me well during my surgery.  I especially want to thank those 
who took time out of their busy schedules to visit me.  I know in some cases, I was unaware.  I thank those who also 
brought flowers, cards balloons and flags.  The Right flags, I might add! 
   I really want to thank my wife Jami, my sons and daughters, sons-in-law and daughters-in-law for their visits.  A hos-
pital bed can be a very lonely place even with friends and family close by.  God's Holy Spirit is the best of all Comfort-
ers! 
   From personal experience now, when a brother or sister is bed-ridden, let them know you care 
even with a brief phone call!  We must support each other, no matter what. 
   I will be at the next meeting, barring any serious difficulties. 
Thanks so much, 
Glen  -  Adjutant, Camp 458 

Adjutant’s Addition  

Prominent Camp Member Recovering - Our Adjutant (and Past Commander) Glen Edens went into the hospital the 
morning of February 9 for a five-hour surgery on a major hiatal hernia.  Glen spent five days in the hospital, getting out 
the evening of February 13.  The surgery went well, and he is now recuperating at home.  Members are encouraged to 
give Glen a call or send him a card.  He’s going to be on a liquid diet for a few weeks and will be limited in what he can 
do around the house.  So, to help keep Glen from going stir-crazy please pick up the phone, or even type something out 
on the keyboard.  With all the awareness of Glen’s stay in the hospital it is disappointing that only a very few members 
contacted him during his stay.  As a “band of brothers” we should do better in looking after one another.  

 

Confederate Flag Day - March 4 is Confederate Flag Day in honor of the adoption of the 
first Confederate national flag on March 4, 1861, as well as the third national flag on March 
4, 1865.  It is one of the Camp’s official observances, so please run a Confederate flag up 
your pole, hang a Confederate flag in your window, wear your Confederate flag pins, get a 
Confederate flag bumper sticker, etc.  Fly ’em high and proud!   
 

February Meeting Review - Compatriots Norm Ernst, Glen Edens, David Spigolon, Erik 
Ernst, Bryan Jacobs, Gary Johnson, Karl Ernst, Brent Jacobs, Dan Burch, and Swede Work-
entine attended the meeting, as did Associate Members Kevin Bishop and Paul Pietrowski.  
Also in attendance were prospective member Michael Taylor and his lovely wife Teresa.  

Among items discussed during the business portion of the meeting were the ongoing preparations for the Confederate 
Memorial Day service scheduled for April, the Camp Book Exchange program, and the Camp trip to Prairie City to 
honor two Confederate veterans buried there that the Camp acquired V.A. markers for.  The Camp voted to establish a 
new Nominations/Elections Committee with Glen as Chairman, and Secretary Dan Burch gave our second class in our 
Heritage series entitled, “An Embittered Road for an Embattled Banner”.  In the course of his presentation he recited an 
old story about a small long since forgotten battle called “The Last 
Ditch”  The presentation was awesome, if you missed it you might 
want to ask Dan for a handout.  He made copies. 
 

Gary Johnson Receives Past-Commander Medal - At the Febru-
ary meeting Adjutant Glen Edens corrected a long overdue oversight 
on behalf of the Camp and presented Past Commander Gary Johnson 
with an SCV Past Commander’s Medal.  Gary served as the Camp’s 
second Camp Commander almost five years ago!  Thanks Glen, and 
thank you Gary! 
 

March Camp Meeting - The next regularly scheduled Camp meet-
ing will be held at the usual location: The Bomber Restaurant in Mil-
waukie at 11:00am on Saturday, March 7th.  This is an important 
meeting, please attend!  We will be voting on several changes to the 
Camp By-laws.  Kevin Bishop will also present our third Heritage 
class series, this one all about Robert’s Rules of Order. 

Camp 458 News 

Glen (r) presents Gary (l) with Past Commander Medal. 
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James Hylton, 74, gives Daytona 500 a final go 
Steven Cole Smith—Orlando Sentinel 
   James Hylton was driving more than 174 
mph at Daytona International Speedway, 
which, you would think, isn't bad for a 74-year-
old.  You'd be wrong. "We've got to pick it up 
some," Hylton said. "I think I can go a lot 
faster than that." 
   This afternoon, Hylton will try to qualify for 
Saturday's Lucas Oil Slick Mist 200, the 
ARCA season opener. But it is just a warm-up 
for Hylton, who will be back next week to try 
and qualify for the Daytona 500. 
   Hylton has run 601 NASCAR Sprint Cup 
races, and he hopes to make that 602 if his EM 
Motorsports team can get him in the Daytona 
500. He nearly qualified in 2007, sat it out in 
2008, and he's back for one more try. Hylton is celebrating his 50th year in NASCAR, starting out in 1959 as a mechanic 
for Rex White. 
   But first, there's that ARCA race. Fifty-four cars practiced Thursday for the 43-car starting field. Things could have 
gone better for Hylton: He made only eight laps in his No. 08 Dodge Charger, a car that Bill Elliott drove in the Sprint 
Cup series a few years ago. Hylton's fastest lap was 174.196 mph, good for 49th, and well behind the top speed set by 
Matt Carter at 182.975. 
   In December, Hylton brought a 2005 Ford Taurus to ARCA practice at Daytona, "and I kind of wish I had that car 
here," he said. "But this one will be fine." He wasn't expecting to drive in the ARCA race — at the December practice, 
his driver was Leilani Munter, 32-year-old racer and model and former Indy Pro Series driver. "But she wasn't able to 
get a sponsor," Hylton said, "so here I am." 
   Hylton's ARCA car is sponsored by the Sons of Confederate Veterans, a Tennessee-based group made up of "male 
descendants of any veteran who served honorably in the Confederate armed forces," according to the organization's 
rules.  If Hylton makes the 500 — and Joe Gibbs Racing rookie Joey Logano is already in it, based on points for his car 
from last year — we'd have the oldest and youngest driver ever in the 51-year history of the race. 
   I asked Logano, 18, about whether he thought Hylton was too old to drive, and he said: "Doesn't bother me. I mean, it 
is what it is. But I guess the media has to talk about something."  Hylton on Logano: "It's a big track out there. I think 
there's room enough for everybody." 
   Hylton almost qualified for the Daytona 500 in 2007, when he was running in a transfer spot in the Gatorade 150 quali-
fying race, but his clutch slipped on a restart.  "I think we've got a better chance this year than we did a couple of years 
ago," he said. "The team is better organized."  And he thinks NASCAR's budget-related ban on preseason testing "might 
actually help our chances." 
   Even so, there is likely to be about 55 cars trying to qualify for the 43-car starting field in the Daytona 500, and since 
35 spots are reserved from the best teams last year, Hylton will be 
battling about 20 cars for seven open spots.  Though the subject 
of age limits often comes up in NASCAR, the sanctioning body 
has been pretty quiet about Hylton.  "I informed them of my plans 
down at the last race at Homestead-Miami. If they're gonna stop 
me," he said, "they better hurry up." 
   But he isn't expecting any problems. "I was 24th in the drivers 
standings in ARCA last year, and we were just playing around, 
running just 14 races. I've been everywhere, done everything. I 
think they know that." 
Make it or not, this is the last Daytona 500 for Hylton.  "I'm not 
planning to run any more after this year. I want to run 2009, then 
I'll give my old bones a rest.  But I'll still be around in racing as 
long as they'll have me." 

News From Around The Confederation:  New SCV Logo Race Car 

James Hylton - SCV Logo Racecar Driver 
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Editorial:   Southern Generosity and Public Duty                    Submitted by Floyd W. Whitley  

   One of the oft overlooked attributes of Southern culture is its generosity and sense of duty, even among those who 
have so little.  This was certainly true, and perhaps even more so, during what is now popularly called the American 
Civil War. 
   That the Southern civilian population had little in the way of basic needs is attested to in numerous historical accounts.  
One such account, essentially written and published contemporaneously with the closing days of the “Civil War,” was 
published in 1866, entitled “The last ninety days of the war in North-Carolina”, written by Cornelia Phillips Spencer, a 
citizen of the State during the War. 
Mrs. Spencer writes: “All the necessaries of life were scarce, and were held at fabulous and still increasing prices.”  
Most of the people, including Mrs. Spencer, “knew not where they would get bread for their children”…“The difficulties 
in the way of procuring provision can hardly be imagined by any but those who lived through that time.” 
   “I speak now of Central North-Carolina, where many families of the highest respectability and refinement lived for 
months on corn-bread, sorghum, and peas; where meat was seldom on the table, tea and coffee never; where dried apples 
and peaches were a luxury; where children went barefoot through the winter, and ladies made their own shoes, and wove 
their own homespuns; where the carpets were cut up into blankets, and window-curtains and sheets were torn up for hos-
pital uses; where soldiers' socks were knit day and night, while for home service clothes were twice turned, and patches 
were patched again.”   
And these were the conditions, Mrs. Spencer noted, that were endured by the wealthier civilian families.  And they were 
endured, really, throughout the course of the War. 
   Yet still, in the face of little, much was given.  For example, even under conditions of general scarcity, Confederate 
charities were established for families in need.  The following exchange of letters, published in 1862 by the North Caro-
lina Standard is indicative of such local efforts: 
 

“Kittrell’s Springs, NC 
 August 4, 1862 
As treasurer of the committee of ladies, I desire to return to 
you our acknowledgement for your efforts on behalf of the 
sick and wounded soldiers of North Carolina, especially for 
your lecture on Wednesday evening last.  We collected at 
the lecture the sum of $103 which we beg you to hand to 
some person as you may see fit 
 

Your Obedient Servant 
Mrs. S.A. Elliott 
Elizabeth City 
Now near Kittrell’s Springs” 
 

This generous donation was responded to as follows: 
 

“Murfreesboro, N.C. 
August 6, 1862 
Madam:   
 

Yours of the 4th enclosing $103 has been received.  On consultation with Dr. Charles E. Johnson, Surgeon General of 
N.C., I have deemed your patriotic offering should be devoted to the comfort of Sgt. W. H. Hamilton, a member of the 
Oak City Guards, Company E, 14th Regiment, who was wounded in the battle and lost both eyes, having a helpless fam-
ily and little or no means of support 
 

Very Sincerely Yours 
John H. Wheeler” 
 

   Again, from little, much was given.  Here, the above historical references are introduced to demonstrate a positive as-
pect of the much maligned Southern culture—it is a generous and patriotic culture.  It is far more worthy of praise in our 
national dialog today than what the Southern culture has typically been meted.   
   These sorts of positive historically based models must be championed today before the modern public by those of us 
who would correct the wrongs done to the honor of the South.  In defense against the maligning dogma that is too often 
found in revisionist histories of this troubled period today, these sorts of factual histories instead should be heralded.  
Modern Federalists call for mutual “respect” of diverse heritages.  Indeed.  Southern descendents should demand no less.    
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   James Ceburn Burch was the younger brother of Littleberry “ 
Berry” Burch, and the older brother of my 2nd Great Grandpa 
by about fourteen months.  He was my 3rd Great uncle.  He 
was born in Randolph County, Alabama in February 18, 1848.  
He was barely thirteen years old when the first shells burst over 
Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, a world away from his wid-
owed mother’s farm, where he lived with his three brothers, 
Berry, 16, Edward, 12 and William 7. 
   Berry was the first to wear Confederate gray.  In October of 
1861, he joined a company of men who would eventually be-
come Company F, of the 25th Alabama Volunteers and would 
participate in all of the major Campaigns of the Army of Ten-
nessee, and not receive a scratch. 
   Randolph County was known as a “Union County,” but the 
Burch Clan was definitely not a “union” family.  Sometime in 
1864, James, or “Cebe” as his family called him, enlisted in 
Captain William Falkner’s Mounted Infantry Home Guard.  His 
enlistment papers described the sixteen year old “farmer” as 
five-foot eight-inches tall, with a fair complexion, possessing 
blue eyes and light brown hair.  Serving in the Home Guard 
must not have appealed very much to the young man because 
he joined his brother’s now depleted company in Georgia 
sometime in January 1865, just in time to participate in the 25th 
Alabama’s last fight at Bentonville, North Carolina, on March 
19-21, 1865.  He suffered an undetermined wound and spent “2 
or 3 days in a hospital near Raleigh.  Afterward, he was placed 
in a boxcar and rejoined his charmed brother and the now con-
solidated 22nd Alabama, just in time to be surrendered by Jo-
seph E. Johnston to General Sherman on April 26th, 1865.  His 
service in the Confederate Army was relatively short, but James 
C. Burch remained a “ proud rebel” all his life. 

   He returned to Randolph County, Alabama, and married nine years later to a 
young lady named Adeline Josephine Eubanks, on November 19, 1874.  Ten 
children were born to this union, 3 boys and 7 girls.  One boy was named 
Robert E. Lee Burch and a girl was named Ada Dixie Lee Burch.  He farmed 
for about six years or so before the Burch family moved en masse to Cullman 
County.  Then a few years later, he moved again to Lauderdale County, Ala-
bama.  He and his family settled in Anderson where in 1900, he purchased an 
old Cotton gin, which had been rebuilt after the war.  He modernized the old 
mill adding steam power to the mill.  He and his sons worked at the “Burch 
Mill” for fifteen years before selling his interest to a cousin, William “Bill” 
Burch in 1915.  In 1922, his beloved Adeline died and he moved in with his 
daughter Lela Jane and her family. 
   In 1923,  James C. Burch applied for a soldier’s pension at the age of 75.  His 
application is signed by him on September 26th of that year.  He did not give 
any specific dates on his application but states his enlistment in the 25th Ala-
bama as being in January, 1865 and the length of service as “something like 
three months or so.”  He also stated that his parole papers were “lost in some 
way” and declared he was paroled, “around May 1865, but the war was over.”  
When asked if he belonged to a Camp of United Confederate Veterans he an-
swered he belonged to “Camp Hobbs No. 400.”  Asked if he had taken the oath 
of allegiance to any other government than the Confederate States before April 
9, 1865, he wrote an emphatic “No!” 

Just A Good Ol’ Rebel:  Pvt. James Ceburn Burch               Contributed by Secretary Dan Burch 

Waterwheel at Burch cotton gin 

J.C. Burch, wife Adeline, and son Robert E. Lee Burch, ca. 1880 
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Just A Good Ol’ Rebel:  Pvt. James Ceburn Burch               Contributed by Secretary Dan Burch 

   It appears that James had trouble proving his military service when 
he applied for his pension because of the lost patrol papers.  There 
were a series of four exchanges letters the next few months between 
James, his former captain, F. M. Handley, (who unfortunately died 
during this dispute) and the Alabama Pension Commission.  Sadly, it 
is not known whether poor James ever received his pension. 
   James C. Burch was a very active member of his United Confeder-
ate Veterans Camp in latter life.  On June 23, 1932, after leaving the 
United Confederate Veterans Reunion at Richmond and in route to 
participate in the Grand parade at Washington D.C., James, was 
killed in an automobile wreck near Quantico, Va.  There were sev-
eral friends in the car, including his granddaughter, who suffered a 
broken leg.  Samuel Y. Flower, another Confederate Veteran also 
died in the crash.  He was buried in Mitchell Cemetery, near Ander-

son, Alabama.  Below are his obituaries.  The “Good Ole’ Rebel,” as he called himself, was now at rest. 
 

From “The Alabama Courier” June 30, 1932 
Florence Vet Killed Upon Leaving Reunion 
 

Quantico, Va., June 24. – J. C. Burch, Confederate veteran 
of Anderson, Ala., was fatally injured and S. Y. Flower of 
Florence, Ala., another Confederate Veteran, was critically 
hurt in an automobile accident near here yesterday. 
     They were en route to Washington from the Confederate 
reunion in Richmond.  The car, driven by Miss Ruby Reader 
of Florence, overturned about two miles south of here.  
Burch died in the Marine hospital here about three hours 
after the accident.  Flower suffered internal injuries and 
shock.  Miss Reader escaped with minor injuries.  
   Mr. Burch was the father of Mrs. M. L. Ingram of this 
place.  She and several other children survive their father, who was in his 84th year.  Miss Reader, who was driving the 

death car, is well known here, where she finished at Athens College, and 
was very popular.  The last year of her college work, in addition to keeping 
up her studies, she was the editor of the college paper, “The Crow’s Nest”. 
   Many friends of Mrs. Ingram tender their sincere sympathy in the tragic 
death of her beloved father.  His remains were laid to rest at Anderson, 
Sunday, attended by a large crowd of rends. 
 

From “The Lauderdale Democrat” June  30, 1932 
 

Mrs. M. L. Ingram’s Father Dies in Wreck 
 

   Sebe (sic) Burch, father of Mrs. M. L. Ingrum (sic) of Athens, and one of 
Anderson’s most respected citizens and beloved Confederate veterans, was 
killed in an automobile wreck Thursday of last week as he was in route 
with a party of friends from Richmond Va., to Washington D. C.  Mr. 
Burch was host to several friends on the trip to Washington and as their car 
was nearly struck by another one which they met on the highway, the 
Burch car veered too far to one side.  When it got into loose gravel it 
turned over.  Mr. Burch died almost immediate and Samuel Y. Flower, 
another Lauderdale County veteran, later died from the wounds he re-
ceived in the wreck. 
   Mr. Burch’s remains were interred at the Mitchell graveyard near Ander-
son and his funeral was attended by an unusually large number of people 
who admired the veteran for his many fine traits of character.  He was the 
father of Mrs. Ingrum, with whom many friends sincerely sympathize.  

Registration card for 1932 UCV Reunion in Richmond, VA 

Burch family plot marker 

Military marker for Private J.C. Burch 
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Lee-Jackson Day Celebration                                                  Contributed by Brent A. Jacobs 

   The Camp’s Lee-Jackson celebration 
was a great success!  There was a large 
turnout with the majority of Camp mem-
bers attending, and they brought a good 
number of guests with them. 
   Past Commander Brent Jacobs was the 
emcee for the evening and got the night 
started with the Pledge and Salute, and a 
some opening remarks which reminded the 
Camp that January is full of historical an-
niversaries for us; we have the 202nd anni-
versary of the birth of General Robert E. 
Lee, the 185th anniversary of the birth of 
General Thomas J. Jackson, the 106th an-
niversary of the original charter of Camp 
458, the 6th anniversary of the re-
chartering of what is now the Col. Isaac 
Williams Smith Camp 458, and the 5th anniversary of our 1st Pacific-Northwest SCV Convention and Ball.  We have 
achieved so much in such a short amount of time!  Three conventions and formal balls, more than 150 Confederate vet-
eran’s graves located, have gotten three V.A. headstones placed on the graves of previously unmarked Confederate sol-
diers, have fought for our heritage and our ancestor’s honor at the city, county and state level, have saved tangible pieces 
of history, created a park in tribute to President Davis, and so much more!  We were celebrating our own achievements, 

as much as we were celebrating all that Generals Lee and Jackson had accom-
plished and had given us. 
   Dr. Faller then gave the invocation, Kevin Bishop read the Charge, and Com-
mander Norm Ernst gave some terrific opening comments.  Brent then gave a 
short oration on the relevance of Lee and Jackson in our modern age.   
   Our keynote speaker for the evening was Mr. Paul Pietrowski.  Paul had a very 
entertaining, informative and interesting presentation on Charleston, South Caro-
lina.  He made sure to incorporate Lee and Jackson historically into his program.  
He also brought quite a few items to display, including a really old extremely 
large caliber rifle that had originally been a flintlock, a big heavy piece of a can-
nonball from Petersburg, and a large book of period battle maps showing the 
Charleston area.  Paul is a fountain of great information and a great speaker.  His 

presentation was full of fun and humor, and though very thorough, left us wanting more.  We were proud to welcome 
him as our camp’s newest Associate Member! 
   The highlight of the evening for many was the unexpected entertainment from our Camp Secretary Dan Burch.  Dan 
brought his guitar and sang two very moving and incredible 
songs for us.  The first one was actually a poem that was put to 
music, and the second song was one that Dan wrote about his 
experiences with his grandfather as a small boy.  There aren’t 
words to express properly the pride that everyone felt from 
Dan’s performance.  We are lucky to have him in our Camp.   
   But wait, there’s more.  Bryan Jacobs then gave a very mov-
ing speech about what his Confederate ancestry meant to him, 
and what Lee and Jackson mean to us today.  It was quite the 
oratory.  It was so good it has been saved in the Camp archives. 
   After dinner the Camp gave out three awards to our hard-
working ladies, Bettie, Donna, and Jami.  We topped the eve-
ning off with a terrific strawberry-filled battle-flag cake, and 
then had some good old fashioned social time.  It was a fantas-
tic event, one of the best events we’ve held.  A big thanks to 
everyone who participated and who attended! 

Social time — Guest Speaker Paul Pietrowski is on the right in the dark suit 

Camp Secretary Dan Burch sings a song he wrote 

Proper dessert for rebels, a battle-flag cake! 
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Oregon Confederate Graves Project:  Lt. Ransom P. Rowland                 by Brent A. Jacobs 

   Neal Hanley, a member of the BG William Steele Camp 1857 in Leaven-
worth, Kansas, contacted me a few days ago regarding his great-great-
grandfather, Lt. Ransom Pinckney Rowland, who is buried here in Portland.  
Compatriot Hanley requested my help in locating his ancestor’s grave.  Lt. 
Ransom is buried somewhere in the Brainard Pioneer Cemetery in an un-
marked grave.  Neal has done an impressive amount of research and has 
amassed quite a lot of information, including finding out that there are 16 un-
known graves in the cemetery, but he needs our assistance in locating the cor-
rect grave so that we can obtain a V.A. headstone for him.  I also asked Neal to 
provide me with a little information on his ancestor and his letter is below: 
   “Per your request, I have attached a copy of the company muster when he 
was elected a second lieutenant, a copy of the 35th Tennessee Infantry Regi-
mental flag, and a composite picture of what my great, great grandfather might 
have looked like.  I took the picture of my grandfather (Ransom's grandson) 
Earl James Rowland (died in 1927 when my mother was two) and superim-
posed it on a photo of a confederate lieutenant.  Photos were hard to come by 
from my mother’s side of the family, the photo of Earl Rowland is only one of 
two known to exist of him.  He owned a logging company in Siletz, Oregon 
(Rowland and Timber), and was killed by unionizers when he refused to hire 
union men.  He had an interesting military history in WW1,  he joined the 
Army in 1917as a lumberjack and served in the Spruce Production Division of 

the U.S. Army Signal Corps.  He was a 
30 year old private. 
     Back to Ransom, a while ago I tried 
to map out his history in the Confeder-
ate Army via the muster rosters and 
where he fought, below is what I came 
up with.  Knox Martin, SCV Tennessee 
Genealogist, was a big help with this.  
Ancestry.com took me from the end of 
the war to Washington/Oregon State.   
     Ransom's wife Margaret Jane Grib-
ble comes from a long line of Patriots 
going back to the Hampton Light Dragoons during the Revolutionary War.  She had 
four brothers and eight cousins in the 16th Tennessee Infantry Regiment (all in the 
same company D) that charged the Union lines at Murfreesboro on December 31st 
1862.  One of her brothers and three of her cousins paid the ultimate price that day.” 
 

06 Sept 1861 enlisted/mustered in as a Private at Camp Smart, Tennessee, near 
McMinnville under John W. Towle.  11 Sept 1861, Joined Regiment.  12 Sept 1861, 
Camp Boone.  17 Sept 1861, Camp Trousdale.  25 Sept 1861, Movement to Bowling 
Green , Kentucky.  6 – 7 April, 1862, Battle of Shiloh.  Jul - Aug 1862, Promoted to 
2nd Corporal.  Sep – Oct 1862, Promoted to 4th Corporal.  08 Oct 1862, Battle of Per-
ryville.  31 Dec 1862, Battle of Murfreesboro.  21 Feb 1863, Elected 2nd Lieutenant.  
Sep 1863 – Jan 1865, Possible Prisoner of War.  1865, Takes Oath of Allegiance to the 
United States of America, Paroled in Nashville, Tenn., by Major Gen. Thomas USA. 
 

Different Unit Designations:  
Company B, Mountain Rifle Regiment, Tennessee Volunteers 
2nd Company A, 35th Tennessee Infantry Regiment 
2nd Company A, 5th Tennessee Infantry Regiment, Provisional Army, Colonel Hill 

Record of Lt. Rowland’s service 

Hardee-pattern battle-flag of the 35th Tennessee 

Artist’s rendering of Lt. Rowland 
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   Commander Norm Ernst reminded us all at our February Camp meeting that 2009 is the Year 
of Dixie!  I’m sure most of us can remember singing this old song in our elementary school mu-
sic classes.  Sadly, you never hear it much anymore.  Like most things associated with our 
“southern heritage,” it has become controversial.  Delving into the genesis of this folk song, I 
found an interesting, and at times surprising story that I wanted to share with you.  As many of 
you are aware, I’m sure, Dixie was written by a man named Daniel D. Emmett…or was it? 
   Daniel Decatur Emmett, who went by the name “Dan”, was born Oct. 29, 1815 in Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio, which was then the edge of civilization.  He, of course, is traditionally credited 
as the composer of the song “Dixie.”  He was a born entertainer and songwriter.  He is the com-
poser of such classic folk songs as “Old Dan Tucker” and Polly Wolly Doodle” (remember 
these?) and is credited with writing “Turkey in the Straw” although some music historians con-
test this claim.  He is also the founder of the first troupe of the “blackface” minstrels.  As a boy, 
Emmett worked as a printer’s devil and after serving a stint in the U. S. Army, at the age of 20, he “ran away from 
home” and joined the circus,” the Acting Bug having bitten him very hard. 
   In the early 1840’s Emmett, along with three partners organized the “Virginia Minstrels”, the first all blackface min-
strel troupe.  The Virginia Minstrels made their first stage appearance in New York City probably on January 31, 1843.  
Although blackface performance, in which white men painted their hands and faces black and impersonated caricatures 
of black men and women, was already an established performance genre, (Thomas D. Rice had created the character of 
“Jim Crow” nearly a decade earlier) Emmett’s group are said to have been the first to “black up” an entire band rather 
than one or two performers.  Their full length performance was considered the first true minstrel show. 
   Although Dan Emmett, a well known entertainer of his day, is traditionally credited with writing “Dixie”, the story that 
he related about its creation would vary each time he told it.  He  even claimed once the song was written by a black 
man/  The main parts were that he wrote the song in New York City while a member of the popular Bryant’' Minstrels.  
The song was first performed by Emmett and the Bryant’s at Mechanic’s Hall in New York City on April 4, 1859.  The 
song became a runaway hit, especially in the South, where it became a first short years later the Confederacy’s unofficial 
anthem.  “Dixie would become the piece for which Dan Emmett would be best remembered.  Emmett himself reportedly 
told a fellow performer, that, if he had known “to what use the Southerners were going to put my song, I will be damned 
if I’d have written it.”  Perhaps in Emmett’s mind as a way to make amends, he wrote the fife and drum manual for the 
Union Army. 
   There were other claims to the authorship to “Dixie” that for a time questioned whether Emmett was the true creator of 
the famous tune.   
   Late in his life, a man by the name of William “Shakespeare” Hays, who wrote over 350 songs and sold as many as 20 
million copies of his works, claimed to have published the song he entitled “Away down South in Dixie,” in 1858, a year 
before Dan Emmett.  A massive Campaign to find this publication head by a committee of the Southern Historical Soci-
ety failed, however to find a single copy.  
   The latest challenge was from the descendants of members of the Snowden family.  The Snowden Family were five 
late-19th Century African-American siblings who performed minstrel shows, who claimed to have taught the song 
“Dixie” to Emmett.  Dan Emmett’s only time performing with the Snowden Family was a three day gig in the 1890’s, 
long after the song became a mainstay of American culture.  Of all the claims of authorship, although not set in stone, 
Dan Emmett’s claim seems to have the most credibility. 
   Dan Emmett retired to his hometown of Mt. Vernon, Ohio in 1878, after forty 
three years in show business (yes the circus counts!).  He died at Mt. Vernon on 
June 28, 1904.  In 1943, Paramount Pictures released a film about his life enti-
tled, “Dixie”.  It stared Bing Crosby as Dan Emmett.  In 1970, Daniel Decatur 
“Dan” Emmett was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame. 
   Now, as with several of our Southern symbols, “Dixie” has been associated 
negatively with the Civil Rights struggle and as a gross misrepresentation of Afri-
can Americans.  It should be remembered that “Dixie” was never meant to be 
serious.  It was a parody written for a minstrel show, not unlike a political parody 
on “Saturday Night Live,” of today.  Despite its prompt association with the 
Southern cause, “Dixie” remained one of Abraham Lincoln’s favorite tunes.  The 
very day that Lee Surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia to Grant, Lincoln 
asked a band to play “Dixie” for crowds gathered outside the White House.  

Confederate Heritage:  Are We Just Whistling Dixie?         Contributed by Secretary Dan Burch 

Daniel Decatur Emmett 

1843 songbook of the Virginia Minstrels 
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Post The Colors:  Camp Color Guard                                     Camp Color Sergeant Dan Burch 

   I want to get very personal with you, the members of Isaac 
W. Smith, Camp 458, Sons of Confederate Veterans, Port-
land, OR.  I want to share with you my vision, of the purpose 
of our Color Guard.  
   On the first week of January we had a great discussion on 
our “scvportland” yahoo group.  I appreciate everyone who 
took the time to weigh-in and express their thoughts concern-
ing the type of uniform we want our Color Guard to wear in 
representing our Camp.  Our choices were for us to take a 
“modernized approach” with a Color Guard uniformed in a   
gray blazer with our SCV logo patch and SCV tie, with black 
slacks, shoes and socks.  Another option was that our Color 
Guard be uniformed in a more traditional period Confederate 
soldier’s uniform, and function as an armed honor guard.  
The argument for both choices were well thought out and 
very well presented, and honestly I see advantages to both uniforms. 
   A well trained functioning Color Guard serves two purposes; the first purpose of our Color Guard is to honor our Con-
federate ancestors in the most respectful manner we can.  The Charge given to us almost one hundred and three years 
ago is as valid today as it was when General S. D. Lee first gave it that perfect April afternoon.  Secondly, the Color 
Guard is in the forefront of the public eye.  I have said this a hundred times if I have said it once; it’s all about percep-
tion.  As the Color Guard is most assuredly identified with SCV Camp #458, we are a reflection of our Camp.    
 With that said, my vision as Color Sergeant is to present a well-trained and smartly attired Color Guard.  I believe a gray 
blazer, with the SCV logo with a SCV tie, a light blue dress shirt, dark trousers and dark socks with polished shoes, and 
a CSA buckle, represents a modern looking, well dressed Color Guard that shows a proud willingness of our Camp to 
advance our commitment to  our cherished symbols in the twenty first century.  With that in mind, I have decided that 
our primary Color Guard uniform will be the above mentioned with perhaps slight variations. 
   As I have said, a traditional, period uniform has its place in a well functioning Color Guard.  As a secondary uniform, 
the Color Guard should consider purchasing a nice “dress” period uniform to be worn on appropriate occasions.  I see a 
well-trained period uniformed Color Guard/honor guard at “certain” events, but not at every event.  At certain marker 
dedications I see period Color Guard as very appropriate.  However, there are other public events in which a period 
Color Guard may not be appropriate  I want us to be sensitive to the public perception of what our Camp is about.  Un-
fortunately that perception of the public is not always positive.  We saw these perceptions surface when the media re-
ported the stealing of the Jefferson Davis Park Sign.  Although we are a historical patriotic organization, the public 
sometimes sees us as an organization which perhaps glorifies in the past.  As I have said, everything has its place.  I’m 
not saying that period uniforms are not appropriate,  but I feel as far as the public eye is concerned, a modern attired 
Color Guard may help dispel these false perceptions they may entertain about us. 
   In my vision, I desire to see our Camp as a modern, well respected, proficient organization which promotes and 
teaches the true history of the South to future generations and defends the Confederate Soldier’s good name and his sym-

bols.  As our website, accurately declares; we man the front-
line in protecting Confederate heritage and preserving south-
ern traditions in the Pacific Northwest. Our Color Guard will 
represent one of the first images of our Camp the public sees. 
I want to create a sharp, modern, professional looking pri-
mary Color Guard uniform that says to the public that we are 
ready and able to take our place among other modern patri-
otic organizations in promoting the ideals we hold dear.  That 
should be our Color Guard’s primary goal. Our Color Guard 
is indeed a reflection of Isaac W. Smith Camp #458, Port-
land. Will you join me in my vision?  I invite anyone inter-
ested in participating with our Color Guard to please contact 
me.  Let’s get rolling. Let’s create a Color Guard we can all 
be proud of.  Let’s create a new and modern Color Guard 
which promotes our heritage and traditions we all cherish. 



 

   CSS Rappahannock, a steam sloop-of-war, was built in the River Thames in 1857 for the British Gov-
ernment and named Victor. Although a handsomely modeled vessel, numerous defects occasioned her 
sale in 1863. An agent of the Confederate States Government purchased her ostensibly for the China 
trade, but British authorities suspected she was destined to be a Confederate commerce raider and or-
dered her detention. Nevertheless, she succeeded in escaping from Sheerness, England, on November 
24, with workmen still on board and only a token crew. Her Confederate Naval officers joined in the 
English Channel. 
   When he bought her from the Admiralty through his secret agent on November 14, Commander Mat-
thew F. Maury had intended Rappahannock to replace the unwanted, iron CSS Georgia and was about to 
transfer Georgia's battery to her. She was ideal for a cruiser—wooden hull, bark-rigged, two engines and 
a lifting screw propeller—but she was doomed to serve the Confederacy no more glamorously than a 
floating depot. 
   She was commissioned a Confederate man-of-war underway, but while passing out of the Thames Es-
tuary her bearings burned out and she had to be taken across to Calais for repairs. There Lieutenant C. 
M. Fauntleroy, CSN, was placed in command. 
   Detained on various pretexts by the French Government, Rappahannock never got to sea and was 
turned over to the United States at the close of the war. 


