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   Our fellow compatriot, Dr. Faller, was diagnosed with cancer several months back and 
has been fighting it with the same inherent courage that his grandfather faced the Union 
Army with.  A previous experimental treatment regimen unfortunately did not work, 
and Thom’s doctors decided that surgery was necessary. 
   Thom went in to surgery at St. Vincent’s hospital in Portland on July 1st, and with the 
modern advances in medical procedures, his cancer was completely removed by laparo-
scopic surgery, and he was able to go home the next day. 
   His doctors have high hopes that no further treatment or surgeries will be necessary, 
though it will take approximately two months for Thom to fully recover. 
   For those of you who do not know Thom, he is a Professor at the University of Port-
land, where he has worked for more than 40 years and currently teaches Philosophy and 
Ethics.  He is extremely active in medical ethics, sitting on several hospital boards, as 
well as with the Catholic church.  Thom has been honored innumerable times for his 
hard work and charity, including receiving a knighthood from Pope John Paul II.   
   Thom and Madeleine’s son, Thom Jr., is a Major in the US Air Force.   

Camp #458 Aide-de-camp and Charter Member Thom Faller with his lovely wife Madeleine 
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Camp Officers 
The picnic committee is in it's final planning stages for the annual Camp picnic, 
and this year promises to be one of the best ever.  Not only will their be the ca-
maraderie that always accompanies the picnic, but it will be the first Camp event 
at Jefferson Davis Park since it's dedication.  We will also be having a ceremony 
and rose bush planting commemorating the 145th anniversary of the Battle of 
Chickamauga, which will include presentations on the actual details of the battle, 
a speaker discussing his ancestors roll in the battle, and will culminate in a dedi-
cation service.  Please make sure to sign-up for the food item that you will be 
bringing as this is a potluck.  So far, several compatriots have signed up and a 
variety  of dishes will be provided, but there’s still a lot more items needed, and 
we can never bring too much good home-cooked Southern food!  To find out 
what is still needed, please contact compatriot Dan Burch.  We will need to 
bring tables, and chairs, and will try to procure a fly or tarp to have some shade.  
Also, if you feel that you would like to participate in the ceremony, or if you 
have an ancestor that was in the Battle of Chickamauga, please let Dan know.  
The date of this event is Saturday, September 6th. 
   Other upcoming Camp events are: 
   • Recruiting and Promotion table at McIver State Park on Saturday, September  
      20th and Sunday 21st. 
   • Confederate headstone placement and dedication in Prairie City, Oregon for  
      two Confederate veterans on Saturday, October 4th. 

This month's newsletter is usually produced by compatriot Brent Jacobs, however, I 
asked him if I could do this edition and he graciously accepted.  I have enjoyed be-
ing able to do newsletters many times over my seven years as an SCV member.  
When I first became a member of Camp 1799 in Salem, Oregon, I had the pleasure 
of taking over their Camp newsletter, The Picket.  Later, when we formed Camp 
458, I had the opportunity to be the editor of our then newsletter, The Sentinel.  In 
the past few years the newsletter has changed and other compatriots have been able 
to share in this endeavor.  As most of you know, the way The Bayonet is currently 
produced is Erik Ernst does one month and Brent Jacobs does the next month, and 
so on.  In this way the burden is shifted, it gives each editor two months to do his 
respective edition, and the Camp is able to enjoy the styles of  two different writers/
editors.  Eventually, as all things do, this will change.  In the future, new compatri-
ots and members who have not done the newsletter before will want to do so, and a 
new form of the Bayonet will undoubtedly emerge.  I'm proud to say that the origi-
nal layout and design is virtually unchanged since I created it a few years ago, al-
though Brent has made many improvements.  As a concerned member of Camp 
458, I would hope that those who wish to add to the newsletter, have ideas for im-
provements, and would like to see things that interest them, would please voice 
their opinions so that we may have a newsletter that all Camp 458 members are 
proud of and that highlights the issues that they are interested in.   Bryan Jacobs 

Upcoming Camp Picnic: Saturday, September 6, 2008 

From the Editor  



Page 3 Volume 3, Issue 9 

News From Around The Confederation 
Trouble At The Wyndam Hotel - Kentucky Division Lieutenant Commander Bazz Childress was briefly ar-
rested Thursday night during the National Reunion in Concord for the horrible crime of hanging a Confederate 
Battle Flag in his hotel room window.  The action was taken at the belligerent behest of the owner of the Win-
gate Wyndham.  Immediately SCV guests of the hotel began cancelling their stays, and all SCV and friends 
were requested to terminate their stays at the Wingate Wyndham in Concord. 
 
Highlights of the Thursday Business Session in Concord - Real Son James Brown of Arizona was present 
and recognized.  The credentials committee reported a quorum, 155 camps, credentialed as of the opening.  
The Minutes of the 2007 Convention were approved with minor amendments.  The Executive Director re-
ported 29,992 members, with 51 Real Sons, 3290 Life Members and 257 Cadets.  The request for donations 
for the Jefferson Davis statue in the last Confederate Veteran has so far brought in $6,110.00.  A proposed 
budget of approximately 1.1 million dollars for fiscal year 2008 was adopted.  The Time and Place Committee 
report proposing that the 2011 Reunion be held in Montgomery, AL, July 20-24, 2011 was accepted.  The reg-
istration fee will be $45.00.  The Public Relations Committee also gave a glimpse of a work in progress, an 
SCV Media website.  Real Daughter Mattie Rice and other family members of Weary Clyburn were given full 
honors on Friday, receiving an extended ovation from the convention delegates, and the event received very 
positive coverage on local TV channel 14, and was also covered by a PBS film crew at the convention inter-
viewing SCV leaders about how we view Abraham Lincoln.  
 
Results of Votes on Constitutional Amendments: 
• Amendment #1, amending the cadet dues and program structure, was referred to a ballot vote on Saturday 
where it was defeated. 
• Amendment #2, containing boilerplate dissolution language required by the IRS passed. 
The following proposed amendments were defeated by consent: 
• Amendment #3 - create inactive member status 
• Amendment #4 - amend the disciplinary process 
• Amendment #5 - concerning GEC minutes 
• Amendment #6 - set fixed day for officer elections 
• Amendment #7 - set fixed day for officer elections 
• Amendment #8 - concerning minutes 
• Amendment #9, defining conduct unbecoming and requiring administrative remedies be exhausted before 
any member file suit against the SCV was referred to the GEC. 
 
National Officer Elections Results: 
Commander-in-Chief: Chuck McMichael by acclamation (immediate past ATM Councilman) 
Lt. Commander-in-Chief: Michael Givens (immediate past ANV Commander) 
ANV Commander: Brag Bowling 
ANV Councilman: Gene Hogan 
ATM Commander: Todd Owens (immediate past Louisiana Division Commander) 
ATM Councilman: Paul Gramling (past ATM Commander, past Louisiana Division Commander) 
AoT Commander: Kelly Barrow 
AoT Councilman: Tom Strain 
 
World’s Largest Confederate Flag Goes Up - The Sons of Confederate Veterans in Tampa, Florida, raised 
what they claim is the world's largest Confederate flag on a private triangle of land tucked near where Inter-
states 4 and 75 meet.  The flag on the 139-foot pole measures 30 feet by 50 feet.  John Adams, Commander of 
the organization's Florida Division and the head of this flag project, says he wants to make sure that the only 
objections the group faces are based on opinion, not the law.  "You're going to hear some complaints about it 
for sure," Adams said.  "But it's a free country as far as I know."  
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   My third great grandfather John Taylor, was almost thirty years old when he 
joined the Randolph County, Alabama “Highlanders” in March of 1862.  He 
was married with a large family of seven children. One daughter, Elizabeth, 
would marry my great, great grandfather after the war. The “Highlanders” 
would eventually become Co. F, of the 25th Alabama Infantry, and would go 
on to participate in most of the major battles of the Western theater. 
    He would survive his baptism of fire at Shiloh a few weeks later, but in July 
of 1863 he would be struck down by disease.  On the 15th of July, he was ad-
mitted to the Atlanta Medical College Hospital.  There, 12 days later on the 
27th, he would succumb to quick consumption or TB. He would be buried in 
Atlanta’s Oakland cemetery, then known simply as “Atlanta Cemetery,” just 
about half a mile from the College turned hospital.  He is buried in the Con-
federate section, in Block B – Row 4 grave 45. 
   John Taylor is not alone.  It is estimated that the Confederate section of 
Oakland Cemetery is home to an estimated 6,900 burials, of which 3,000 are 
unknown. Atlanta was a major medical center for the Confederacy during the 
war.  Several thousand Southern heroes who had died of disease, (the number 
one cause of death for both sides in the war) and of wounds are buried there.            
   Shortly after the war, a few thousand fallen soldiers, mostly unknown, from 
the Atlanta campaign who were buried in battlefield graves, were moved to 
the Confederate section of the cemetery. The area is marked by a large monument known as the Confederate 
Obelisk. This 65 foot tall obelisk is made from granite quarried from Stone Mountain and was dedicated April 
26, 1874, the ninth anniversary of General Joseph E. Johnson’s surrender of the Army of Tennessee, with which 
the 25th Alabama served.  For a number of years, the Confederate Obelisk was the tallest structure in Atlanta. 
   To the northwest, very close to the obelisk itself, are buried four Confederate generals, John B. Gordon, 
Lucius J. Gartrell, Clement A. Evans and William Wright. To the south of the Obelisk is a large section of 
marked military graves.  Here lies John Taylor.  Of special interest are 16 marked graves of Union soldiers that 
are buried along side their Confederate adversaries.  This practice was very uncommon at the time, but was 
likely done at Oakland due to dwindling burial space. 
   Also located in the Confederate section is one of the most striking monuments at Oakland, the Lion of the 
Confederacy. The lion guards a field containing the remains of the above mentioned unknown Confederate and 

Union dead from the Atlanta Campaign. It was 
carved by T. M. Brady in 1894 out of the larg-
est piece of marble quarried from Georgia up 
to that time.  Although Brady claimed that the 
design was original, with a few exceptions, it 
is actually a copy of the Swizz Lion of Lu-
cerne. Regardless, it is a most impressive 
monument, indeed. 
Private John Taylor, along with thousands and 
thousands of Southerners, answered the call to 
defend farm, and family, and paid the ultimate 
sacrifice.  He lies in a place of honor amongst 
thousands of his comrades, magnolias, and 
generals, awaiting the final trumpet call in At-
lanta’s Beautiful Oakland Cemetery.  What a 
fitting memorial. 

Find out more about the historic Oakland 
Cemetery at: www.oaklandcemetery.com 

My Ancestor Rests with Magnolias, Generals and a Lion             By Compatriot Dan Burch 

Dan Burch’s 3rd-Great Grandfather 

The "Lion of the Confederacy" sculpture in Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, Georgia. 
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Oregon Confederate Veteran:  Capt. Benjamin J. Hawthorne               by Brent A. Jacobs 

   Benjamin James Hawthorne was born in Virginia in 1837, and was educated 
at Randolph-Macon College where he received his B.A. in romance languages 
in 1861.  Upon the war breaking out, Hawthorne volunteered for service and 
was appointed 1st Lieutenant of Company G, the “Mecklenburg Rifles”, 38th 
Virginia Infantry.   The 38th officially entered service on June 4, 1861, and 
proceeded to Manassas but arrived too late for the Battle of Bull Run.  The 
regiment camped and drilled for the rest of the year at Centerville, and then 
wintered on the battlefield at Manassas Junction. 
   The 38th had a variety of duties and skirmishes in the Spring, but didn’t see 
it’s first real action until Winchester in May, immediately followed by Seven 
Pines where they suffered a 42 % casualty rate.  The regiment was then placed 
under the command of General Lewis Armistead.   
   The next large en-
gagement was Mal-
vern Hill where they 

met fierce resistance.  Only after six bloody charges 
did the Virginians manage to drive off the Yankees.  
The regiment then went on to Second Manassas, 
Sharpsburg, and Fredericksburg, then stayed in win-
ter quarters for quite a few months until Gettysburg.  
The 38th suffered a high casualty rate during 
Pickett’s Charge, the regiment’s Colonel was killed, 
and General Armistead was mortally wounded.  The 
regiment then marched to North Carolina where they 
spent the remainder of 1863.  Hawthorne was pro-
moted to Captain November 15, 1863. 

 
   The regiment fought in all of the later Virginia campaigns, 
and saw its last engagement at Sayler’s Creek April 6, 1865, 
and the remnants surrendered with Lee at Appomattox on 
April 12.  Union soldiers confiscated the regiment’s flag, as 
well as Hawthorne’s horse and he walked all the way home.   
   After teaching at various colleges in the South, Hawthorne 
accepted a position in 1874 at Corvallis College in Oregon, 
which later became Oregon State University.  Hawthorne 
assisted with drilling the cadets on campus periodically, and 
then in 1878 took charge of the cadet corps.  One of his first 
directives was the acquisition of new gray uniforms.   
   In 1884 he accepted a 
new position at the Uni-
versity of Oregon where 
he founded the depart-
ment of psychology.  

Hawthorne was an extremely popular instructor, and was also considered a 
bit eccentric.  During the annual Grand Army of the Republic parade in 
Eugene, Capt. Hawthorne always showed up in his full Confederate uni-
form and would belt out rebel yells at the Union veterans!  In 1908 he re-
tired from teaching and went to law school, practicing in Eugene into his 
nineties.  This proud and courageous man passed away February 3, 1928. 

Benjamin J. Hawthorne 

Hawthorne is third from right.  In this photo of OSU staff, fellow CSA 
veteran Benjamin Lee Arnold is standing beside him, third from left. 

Taken in 1926, Hawthorne is in the center pictured with Newton 
A. Thompson and George P. Lent, two of his students at  

Corvallis College/Oregon State University 50 years earlier. 

Family marker in Eugene Masonic Cemetery. 
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   While doing some research recently on a Confederate veteran with Oregon ties, I came across another one with an incredible story.  
His connection to Oregon is rather small, but it is interesting.  I must admit, the details are sparse at best in regards to the information 
that I could find on his time in Oregon, but as I continue my research I will gladly add to his story.  What made me want to feature this 
particular gentleman was his distinguished service in the Confederate army.  
   Christopher Haynes Mott was born in Livingston County, Kentucky, on June 22, 1826.  At an early age, The Mott family moved to 
Holly Springs, Mississippi.  He received his early education at St. Thomas' Hall, and studied law at Transylvania University, in Lexing-
ton, Ky.  He was in law with his partner, and later hero of the Confederacy L.Q.C. Lamar, when the Mexican War broke out.   
   Mott entered the service as a lieutenant in the Marshall Guards, Company I, of the First Mississippi Rifles, then commanded by Col. 
Jefferson Davis.  Mott was present at the battles of Monterrey and Buena Vista and was recognized for gallantry.  After the Mexican 
War, Mott returned to practicing law in Mississippi.  C. H. Mott was sent by the county to the State Legislature and later was promoted 
to the position of Probate Judge.  While in this this position he was appointed by the U.S. Government as Probate Judge on a special mis-
sion to California and Oregon and Washington Territories to inquire into certain alleged abuses by Indian agents in that area.  I found the 
title: Claims against the Indian Service in Oregon and Washington investigated by Commissioner C.H. Mott; 1858-59, as a microfilm 
through the Bureau of Indian Affairs, but could not access the information.  
   Furthermore, some of the information that I did locate paints a slightly different picture than the report of Mott investigating Indian 
Bureau officials.  Some of the references that I could find were two small bits in the New York Times of July 7, 1859, which stated: "Mr. 
C.H. Mott, of Mississippi, has been appointed Special Commissioner to Washington and Oregon Territories, under the act of Congress, 
to examine and report certain claims previous to their payment, for which conditional appropriations have been made."  And: 
"Christopher H. Mott, of Mississippi, has been appointed a Commissioner to investigate arrearages of war debts in Washington and Ore-
gon Territories."  I also found in a biography of a Reverend Edward R. Geary (Found in: Pen Pictures of Representative Men of Oregon 
By Frank E. Hodgkin, J. J. Galvin),  "In 1859 he (Geary) was appointed Superintendent of Indian Affairs to succeed Gen. Nesmith, and 
while in office paid the Mott claims."  There was also a passage from the book, The Rogue River Indian War and its aftermath, 1850-
1980, which cites Mott on page 168, "What the Indian people thought of their treatment was suggested when C.H. Mott, an inspector 
sent by the Department of the Interior, went to the Siletz agency in late 1858 for a council with the leaders of the coastal tribes about 
their un-ratified treaties."  It goes on to say later that, "The coastal tribes got no annuities – that is, payments for their land in the form of 
goods – because their treaties had not been ratified."  Now, these snippets of information do not give us a comprehensive picture of what 
C.H. Mott actually did in the Oregon area, but it does give us a general idea.  
   Not long after Mott returned to Mississippi, secession was the order of the day and inevitably the decision was made to secede, making 
Mississippi the second state, after South Carolina, to secede from the Union. Mott raised a company of men for the State troops under the 
command of General Jefferson Davis (The Jeff Davis Rifles) and the Secession Convention made him a Brigadier General of the army of 
the State of Mississippi, but he resigned that post in order to accept a special appointment in the Confederate States Army, and was made 
Colonel of the Nineteenth Mississippi Regiment. Mott's former law partner, Lamar, was commissioned a Lieutenant Colonel in the Nine-
teenth, as well.  
   In May of 1861, the order was sent for Colonel Mott's regiment of Mississippi Volunteers (the Pope Walker Legion) to rendezvous at 
Oxford, Miss., and to proceed to Richmond, Va. and report to General Lee, who was in command of Virginia State troops.  The regiment 
left Richmond in July and joined the units of Gen. J. E. Johnston in the Upper Shenandoah.  The regiment was brigaded with the Ninth, 
Tenth, and Eleventh Alabama, the Thirty Eighth Virginia, and Thomas' Battery under Brigadier General Edmund K. Smith, and later 
under Col. John H. Forney shortly before being ordered to Manassas, where they arrived after the battle was over.  
   From a diary by Private Mathew J. Davis, Company K, he writes: "To have seen Col. Mott as he leisurally [sic] rode down the lane at 
the head of his Regt. one would have thought that he was on no more important errand than going to the mill which we passed soon after.  
I was not a bit scared though I did have trouble in keeping my cap on my head.  After the road carried us into timber and beyond the 
sight of the enemy, we again filed to the right through a dense pine ticket and headed for our friends.  Here our hopes, which had some-
what revived was again dampened by coming to a creek too deep to wade, too swift to swim and too wide to jump and the bridge gone.  
We were called together so that the Col. could talk to all at once and while he was in the midst of his talk, explaining the critical condi-
tion we were in and our liability to capture and enjoining strict silence in the hope of eluding the enemy, until we could re-cross the 
creek, a most ludicrous, as well as fortunate incident happened, which I am sure, contributed largely to our safety.  Just then, as I said, 
when everybody felt impressed with a homesick feeling and praying inwardly 'that this cruel war was over', a large wild turkey which 
had been distributed somewhere, came flying through the thick timber and lit in our midst.  In the novelty of the incident, the boys, for 
we were but boys, forgot for the moment all danger, and such a yell as went us over the tops of the pines never was heard before or since 
emanating from the same number of throats as they broke in a mad rush for the turkey, which was so surprised it forgot to fly and after 
dodging a few times, the poor bird was captured but the loud and joyfull [sic] cheering convinced the enemy that we were receiving rein-
forcements and we were not molested."   
   The Nineteenth Mississippi wintered in Centerville and on December 21, the Nineteenth was assigned to the brigade of Cadmus M. 
Wilcox with the Ninth, Tenth, and Eleventh Alabama, the Thirty Eighth Virginia, and Anderson's Virginia Battery.  Colonel Mott and 
his men were in further battles and the following, taken from Dunbar Rowland's Military History of Mississippi, 1803-1898, details the 
Battle of Williamsburg, in May of 1862: "When the movement against Richmond was begun by McClellan they were transferred to the 
Yorktown line.  On the retreat from that position they had just passed through Williamsburg when ordered back to the line of redoubts 
held by Longstreet, which was attacked.  The Nineteenth was marched under screen of a ravine to a forest near a Federal battery, fol-
lowed by the Ninth and Tenth Alabama.  The woods they entered was so dense that Colonel Mott could not see his whole line.  He threw 
forward Macon's and Martin's companies as skirmishers.   

Forgotten Hero: Gen. Christopher Haynes Mott                             by Compatriot Bryan Jacobs 



The Bayonet Page 7 

   After a spirited skirmish they returned with several prisoners.  Captain Macon was mortally wounded in the fight, but while suffering 
intensely he gave a clear statement of the Federal position, to which, said General Wilcox, "is to be attributed much of the credit due for 
our success during the day."  The line of blue, partly behind boggy ground, was only 200 yards distant.  The Nineteenth was the only 
entire regiment in Wilcox's brigade.  He called up A. P. Hill's brigade to his support, and received half of Pryor's also.  The Nineteenth 
advanced, supported by the Twenty-eighth Virginia, and the battle began about eleven A.M. and raged till dark.  The Nineteenth found 
the enemy strongly posted behind a fence and piled logs, and after a few minutes of very close musketry, less than thirty yards, the Mis-
sissippians charged and drove the Federals from the works.  Directly in front of the fence the gallant Colonel Mott fell mortally 
wounded, a Minie ball piercing his breast; Lieut.-Col. L. Q. C. Lamar then took command and proved himself, said Wilcox, "in all re-
spects a gallant, daring and skillful officer."  
   Lamar had been in command of the right wing of the regiment and Major John Mullins of the left, and they had become separated in 
the charge. For an hour, until they could unite, the men stood under a galling fire.  Later the reunited regiment went into the fight again 
with A. P. Hill.  As an instance of gallantry in the charge above described, Colonel Lamar mentioned Company E, which went forward 
over ground covered with fallen logs.  Color Sergeant Peebles bore the colors in front and when shot down still upheld them until Private 
Meaders took them from his hand.  A rifle ball pierced his am and he passed the flag to Private Halloran, of Company C. Lieutenant 
Jones then took the colors and carried them until triumphantly planted on the enemy's cannon, the taking of which that company shared 
with the Ninth Alabama Regiment."  
   A more personal story on the day's events and the loss of Col. Mott is from “Civil War Letters of 1908 - Abstracts of the Pioneer and 
Veteran letters from the Galveston Semi-Weekly, 1908”: 
   “Fought on Revolutionary Battlefields.  We must be thankful to God that all is quiet on the Potomac, and we will not have to go on 
picket duty any more.  Old soldiers, who wore the gray and the blue, let's all untie and write up our war history and give our dear old 
News lot of interesting work to do, for everybody seems to love war stories. 
   I was born in Wilcox County, Alabama, March 28, 1840. Mother died when I was 2 years old, and when I was 5 years old, father 
moved to Homes County, Mississippi, near the city of Durant.  While in my early teens, father died; also my only sister and brother.  I 
passed the door by a close call and tried hard to get able to go to school as I desired a good education above everything but the war came 
too soon for me to accomplish it.  The year 1861 found me at Holly Springs, Marshall County, Mississippi.  When the drum and fife 
began calling for volunteers, I joined the First Artillery Company, named Bradbors Flying Artillery, commanded by Col E. W. Upshaw.  
For some reason it soon disbanded and I then joined the Mott Guards.  We went to Richmond, Va., and took our place as Company B, 
Nineteenth Mississippi Regiment, G. W. Martin, Captain, and C. H. Mott, Colonel commanding the Nineteenth. 
   And 1861 passed off with but little fighting.  We drilled and prepared ourselves for what might come, and early in 1862 we went to 
Yorktown,Va., and occupied the old line of breastworks our fathers made while fighting under George Washington during the Revolu-
tionary War.  I felt very serious when I saw where my great-grandfather had painted the ground with the blood from his frozen feet. 
   We had no fight at Yorktown, only slight shelling and some picket brushes, which we thought were horrible but we found out before 
the war was over that it was a very mild introduction.  Our brigade, which at that time was known as Wilcox Brigade, Tenth Alabama 
and the Nineteenth Mississippi, got a genuine introduction of the horrors of war at Williamsburg,Va., May 5, 1862.  I thank God yet that 
cannon could not get position to throw deadly shell, grape and canister among us, for it seemed like everything had turned to hungry 
Minie balls.  As this battle was our first hard-fought battle, we lost many dear comrades, but it was the beginning of misery, and we af-
terward learned that war was hell at its best.  In this battle at Williamsburg, Va., we lost our dear Col. C. H. Mott, and the next day we 
started on our march again for Richmond.  
   The Union troops did not crowd us any more, but rain and muddy roads caused us to suffer with fatigue and hunger.  An ear of corn to 
parch would have been highly appreciated by any of us old Confederates, as there were no acorns nor persimmons that we could get.  
When we left Holly Springs to go to Virginia, Mrs. Mott, the noble wife of our Col. Mott, told the colored servant, (Uncle Wash, as we 
called him) to take good care of his master and if he got killed in battle or died of sickness, to be sure to bring his body home to her.  
Uncle Wash promised her he would, if he possibly could get his body.  While we were marching on our way to Richmond, this faithful 
colored man overtook us with his dead masters body laid across his horse in front of him, and he thanked God for helping to get Mars 
Kits body to take home to Mistress, as he promised her he would do.  He rode to the head of our regiment and stopped on the roadside 
for us of the Nineteenth Mississippi to look at our brave Colonel for the last time in this life.  It seems to me that I can see the face of 
poor old Uncle Wash now, as I saw it when we were looking at our Colonel.  It was sad to us then; all wept and the tears rolled down the 
faithful darkys face while he was telling us how he found him on the battlefield at Williamsburg.  He went ahead to Richmond and the 
kind Virginians helped him get his master all right for shipping, and he got home to Holly Springs and turned over the dead husband to 
the living wife, where hearts were kind and tears shed.  I was in all the fights around Richmond, Antietam, Md., and Gettysburg, Va., and 
a prisoner at war nine months at Point Lookout, Md., which ended my soldiering. - F. M. Sawyer, North McAlester, Ok.” 
   What an incredible account of the events of the Battle of Williamsburg, the insight into the men of the Nineteenth Mississippi, and of 
course, the diarist, Mr. Sawyer himself, a fine and honorable Confederate soldier.  I used the actual writings, instead of penning them 
myself, as they are very well written and much more poignant than I would be able to articulate.  They capture the essence of Col. Mott 
and the high regard his men had for him.  Col. Mott is interred in the cemetery in his boyhood hometown, Holly Springs, Mississippi.  
His sword is on display at the Rose Hill mansion, near Savannah, Georgia, and is considered the rarest sword in a private collection.  As 
Oregonian Confederates, we have a small connection to a great man with an Oregon connection, a man who was one of the first generals 
under the future President of the Confederate States of America when he was General of the Mississippi State forces, and a gallant and 
brave officer, loved by his men.  I am intrigued by his duties in the Northwest prior to the war and I will endeavor to uncover more about 
a true Confederate hero, Colonel Christopher Haynes Mott. 

Forgotten Hero: Gen. Christopher Haynes Mott                             by Compatriot Bryan Jacobs 
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   Beginning in May of 2007, the Virginia Historical Society opened 
to the public for the first time the contents of two wooden trunks 
that were found to contain many personal effects of Robert E. Lee 
and his family.  The trunks belonged to Mary Custis Lee, the eldest 
daughter of 
Robert E. Lee, 
and were discov-
ered in 2002.  
The trunks were 
found by Robert 
E.L. deButs, Jr. 
and E. Hunt 
Burke at Burke & 

Herbert Bank & Trust Company in Alexandria, Va. when 
Mr. de Buts, the great-great-grandson of Robert E. Lee was 
conducting family research and inquired to Burke & Herbert 
Bank & Trust for any possible financial records of his great-
grand aunt, Mary Custis Lee.  
   During the course of the search for documents and arti-
facts, it was learned that there were two wooden trunks in 
the 'Silver Vault' that were being stored there as they were 
obviously too large to fit in a safe-deposit box.  The trunks had not been opened since at least the death of Mrs. 
Lee in 1918 and contained letters, legal papers, journals, financial records, and many small artifacts that were 
collected by Mary, mostly in her European travels.  The contents of the trunks that are of most interest to his-
torians and those of us interested in things Confederate would definitely be:  a small piece of cloth with three 
stars that were cut off General Lee's uniform at the surrender at Appomattox, 
Robert E. Lee's letters to his future wife, Mary Anna Randolph Custis, from 
1830, General Lee's handwritten 1863 order informing his troops of the death of 

General Stonewall Jackson, and his 
post-war essays on the war, the gov-
ernment, and his opinions on major-
ity rule.  The trunks and their con-
tents were taken to the Virginia His-
torical Society, already the caretakers 
of the largest collection of Lee fam-
ily artifacts, and all the items documented and sorted.  
   Now, thanks to the generosity of the Lee descendants and the 
hard work of the Virginia Historical Society, these items are cur-
rently on display and many of the documents can be seen by visit-
ing the Reading Room at the Society.  Elizabeth Brown Pryor, au-
thor of the book “Clara Barton: Professional Angel”, was granted 
access to many of the items while they were still being held at 
Burke & Herbert Bank and was able to put together a book detail-
ing many things about Robert E. Lee that were afore not very well 
known, including his religious beliefs, his views on slavery, his 
time at West Point, his experiences in the Mexican War, and his 
decision to fight for the South.  The book is entitled, Reading the 
Man: A Portrait of Robert E. Lee Through his Private Letters, and 
is published by Penguin Books.    (Photos courtesy VA Historical Society) 

Uncovered History:  A New-Found Wealth of Lee Memorabilia    by Compatriot Bryan Jacobs 

Robert E. Lee’s great-great-grandson is second from left 

The items inside are pristine 

One of the many letters written by Gen. R. E. Lee 

Robert E. Lee and sons 
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(By Compatriot Bill Willis  of The Fort Blakeley Camp 1864, Robertsdale, AL)   

   June 3, 2008, it’s 10am and it is hot, around 95 degrees 
but to the one thousand plus Southerners we didn’t mind at 
all.  This was a once in a life time event.  The 200th birthday 
celebration of the south’s only president, President Jefferson 
Davis, and at the home in which he spent his last years.  
Beauvoir, at 2244 Beach Blvd, Biloxi, Mississippi was the 
location of this amazing celebration.  The celebration was 
also for the re-opening of the home after the destruction of 
Hurricane Katrina.  It looked like it had just been built.  
They had done an excellent job at restoring the mansion to 
gem status.  My hat’s off to the people responsible for the 
first class work. The list of speakers was impressive.  The 

Lt. Governor of Mis-
sissippi, Phil Bryant 
was first, followed by Army of Tennessee Commander Kelly Barrow, 
then, Janice Langford, President General, National UDC; Commander of 
the Mississippi Division, SCV, Larry McCluney;  President of the Mis-
sissippi Division, UDC, Pauline Watkins; President of the Mississippi 
Chapter of the Order 
of the Confederate 
Rose, Sally Wooten; 
Commander of the 
Mississippi Society of 

the MOS&B, Johnny Wooten; President General, Children 
of the Confederacy, Rebecca Kowalski; Mississippi presi-
dent, Children of the Confederacy, Richard Fairchild.  Com-
ments also was given by Kane Ditto, President of the Board 
of Trustees, Mississippi Department of Archives and His-
tory and Larry Albert, Architect, Albert and Associates.  
And then, the main speaker who everyone was waiting to 
hear, the Great, Great, Grandson of Jefferson Davis, Bert 
Hayes-Davis.   
According to Kane Ditto, if President Jefferson was to come 
back today, he would find the house almost exactly like he 
had left it.  Some of the so call work done in prior years but after 1900 was removed by Katrina and was not 
put back.  The house is now completely documented for future reference.  Other estimates has the crowd at 
1200 - 4000.  The report from Beauvoir states that over 5,000 were given free tours of the home.  WOW!! 

200th Jefferson Davis Birthday Celebration & Grand Re-opening of Beauvoir 

The colors are being advanced to the front of the house. 

Bert Hayes Davis 

Fifteen descendants of President Jefferson Davis were also 
at this special celebration to honor their forefather. 

Camp Members’ Ancestor Gets Grave Marker 
   After 103 years, Capt. John Tyler Jacobs’ grave is no longer unmarked.  Capt. Jacobs is 
the great-great-grandfather of Camp 458 members Brent and Bryan Jacobs who ordered 
the stone from the Veterans Administration.  The marker was placed in the Old Cedar Bap-
tist Church Cemetery outside of the now non-existent town of Stephens, Callaway County, 
Missouri, by the men of Elijah Gates Camp #570 out of Fulton, Missouri.   
  John T. Jacobs was in his third year of instruction at VMI when the War began.  After 
travelling back to Missouri he was commissioned a Lieutenant in an Infantry Company of 
the Missouri State Guard.  He later served as a Captain in the CS Army, and was a POW. 
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     The history of the Georgiana was largely unknown to the public prior to the 1965 discovery by a then 
young teenage undersea explorer E. Lee Spence.  Dr. Spence is best known as the discoverer of the Confeder-
ate submarine, Hunley, and the California treasure ship, Central America.  Dr. Spence’s research directly 
linked the Georgiana to George Trenholm.  Who was George Trenholm?  He was, according to Spence’s re-
search, none other than the real Brett Butler of Gone with the Wind.  More about this, later. 
      The Georgiana was built by the Lawrie Shipyard at Glasgow, Scotland, and registered at that port in De-
cember 1862.  At Tenerife, Canary Islands, the U.S. consul was rightly apprehensive of her being “evidently a 
very swift vessel.”  She was a brig-rigged, iron hulled, steam propeller of 120 horsepower with a jib and two 
heavily raked masts, hull and stack painted black.  Her clipper bow sported the figurehead of a “demi-
woman”.   Georgiana was reportedly fitted for a total of fourteen guns, and she was capable of carrying over 
four tons of cargo.  Said to have been the most powerful cruiser built for the Confederate States, the Georgiana 
was 205.6 feet long, with a crew of 140 men and commanded by Captain A. B. Davidson, a retired British na-
val officer.    
In the darkness of the early morning hours of March 19, 1863, the Georgiana made her run with a cargo of 
merchandise, 18 canons, 10,000 Enfield rifles, swords, military supplies and $90,000 in gold.  She was to have 
been renamed the Louisiana, and converted in Charleston into a Confederate warship with 14 guns.  She 
would never see safe harbor.  She was spotted by the armed U.S. Yacht “America” (namesake of the famed 
America’s Cup racing trophy) which alerted the blockade fleet by shooting up colored signal flares.  A desper-
ate chase ensued in which the Georgiana came so close to the powerful guns of the U.S.S. Wissahicken (a 
screw-gunboat) that her crew could hear the orders being given on the Federal vessel.  The unarmed cruiser 
was no match for the America and Wissahicken, and struck with solid shot passing entirely through her hull, 
her propeller and rudder damaged, and with no hope of escape, Capt. Davidson flashed a white light in token 
of surrender, thus gaining time to beach the ship in fourteen feet of water, three quarters of a mile from shore.  
After first scuttling her, all hands managed to escape on the land side.  As a final act of defiance, Capt. David-
son had the Confederate naval jack raised.  This was considered “the most consummate treachery” by the dis-
appointed blockading crew who would have shared the proceeds of the prize.  Lt. Comdr. J. L. Davis, USN, 
commanding the Wissahicken decided to set fire to the wreck and the Georgiana burned for three days accom-
panied by explosions when her gunpowder succumbed to the flames.  
     The official discovery of the wreck was made by Spence exactly 102 years after the Georgiana’s loss.  The 
future underwater archaeologist, although still a teenager, had been researching the history of the cruiser and 
her location for over five years.  Shortly after his discovery, Spence and two other men formed a salvage com-
pany they named “Shipwrecks Inc.” with Spence as its president.  The company 
was granted the first salvage license ever issued in South Carolina. 
     Spence announced to the world on April 4, 1989, that Margaret Mitchell, who 
had claimed her Pulitzer Prize winning novel “Gone with the Wind” was pure fic-
tion, had actually taken much of her story of love, greed and war from real life.   
According to the archaeologist, Mitchell had based Rhett Butler on the life of 
George Albert Trenholm, a tall, handsome shipping magnate from Charleston, who 
had made millions of dollars from blockade running and was accused of making 
off with a good portion of the Confederate treasury.  He would wind up in prison 
after the war.  Spence based this literary discovery on his discovery of Trenholm’s 
wrecked blockade runners, including the Georgiana. 
     Today the Georgiana sits on the bottom with her huge boiler only five feet be-
low the surface.  She is now plumed with a glorious array of sea fan, sea whips, 
and living corrals.  Large sections of the hull are still intact.  On a clear day, skin divers can dive down on the 
ship’s immense cargo hold, observing encrusted artifacts, simply by holding their breath. 
     Dr. Spence recovered boxes of pins and buttons, sundries, munitions, and medicines easily worth over 
$12,000,000, but he never found the 350 pounds of gold believed to be hidden on the wreck, valued over 
$15,000,000.  The cruiser, who refused to surrender, refuses to this day to surrender her gold. 

George Alfred Trenholm 

SS Georgiana:  She Never Struck Her Colors                         Contributed by Compatriot Dan Burch 
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Recipe 

   Brunswick Stew has a debatable origin, since both Brunswick, Georgia, and Brunswick County, Virginia, 
lay claim to it, but one thing is certain...it is delicious!  It’s also very popular in parts of Alabama, and it is to-
tally Southern in its ingredients. 
   The stew is traditionally tomato-based, and has lima or butter beans, corn, and okra.  The main differences in 
the recipes from different areas are the meats used.  This is one of those great Southern recipes that isn’t rigid 
in any way.  You can use any combination of cubed beef, chicken, pork, rabbit, or squirrel!  You are also free 
to add any other Southern veggies to yours. 
   This is a simple and easy recipe that anyone can make: 

 
 Brent’s Brunswick Stew 
 • 3 1/2 pounds chicken in chunks 
 • 3 cups stock  
 • 2 large onions, chopped 
 • 1 stalk celery chopped finely 
 • 2 cups cooked okra 
 • 8 ounces lean ham, lean, diced 
 • 3 cans (14.5 ounces each) stewed tomatoes 
 • 1 1/2 cups butter beans, frozen or fresh 
 • 3 large red skinned potatoes, diced 
 • 2 cups corn, frozen or fresh 
 • 2 teaspoons salt 
 • 1/4 teaspoon pepper 
 • Dash of red pepper 
 • 3 to 4 tablespoons butter 
 

Lightly brown the chicken in a large skillet or dutch-oven, gently sautéing the onion for a few minutes as well.  
Add the ham, stock, and seasonings and simmer for two hours.  Add all of the vegetables, cover and simmer 
for another hour.  Check your seasonings, and then add the butter to finish the stew off by thickening it up and 
giving it a nice rich texture and taste!  Serve it with cornbread, corn fritters, or hush puppies (as shown). 
   Again, feel free to try this delicious dish with your own variation of meats and vegetables.  Though the 
above recipe is a typical example, it is not uncommon to use beef or to add celery.  Just use what you have! 

Southern Cookin’: Brunswick Stew 

Featured Flag: 19th Mississippi Infantry 
   One of the battle-flags of the 19th Mississippi Infantry now 
resides in the Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond.  It is a 
wool second bunting issue of the Army of Northern Virginia pat-
tern.  This series of battle-flag is immediately identifiable by its 
orange flannel border.  Only about 100 of these flags were pro-
duced, the third bunting issue of very similar specifications but 
with a white cotton border being the most prolific of the Confed-
erate battle-flags manufactured during the war. 
   The battle honors are black-painted letters on cotton strips 
which were then sewed on to both sides of the flag.  The Battle 
of Williamsburg occurred on May 5, 1862, and the Battle of 
Seven Pines between May 31 and June 1, 1862. 
   This particular flag was actually captured just a few weeks 
later, on June 30, 1862, by soldiers of the 61st New York Infan-
try at Falls Church, Virginia during the Battle of Frazier’s Farm.   



 

In 1833, the Welshman, Rhys Davies, was commissioned to construct and operate a foundry in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, and in so doing named it after his hometown, Tredegar, Wales.  In 1841, a West Point graduate from Bote-
tourt County, Virginia became the manager of the iron works, Joseph Reid Anderson.  In 1848 Anderson became 
the owner of the business and was soon doing large business deals with the U.S. government, as well as beginning 
the large scale manufacturing of steam locomotives and of rail used in the track for those trains.  Much of the work 
done for the U.S. government was in fabricating cannon and gun carriages.  Later this would serve Virginia and the 
Confederacy very well, as the need for these armaments was imperative and the only other successful method of 
procurement was importation of European pieces and parts.  By the time the War Between the States began, Trede-
gar, under Andersons direction, was not only producing railroad commodities with the Tredegar Locomotive 
Works, but also had a flour mill, stove works, woolen mill, a shoemaking shop, a firebrick factory, a sawmill, a 
tannery, and operated nine canal boats.  With the war on, Joseph Reid Anderson was commissioned a Brigadier 
General in the Confederate Army on September 3, 1861.  Anderson’s first assignment was to command the Con-
federate forces at Wilmington, North Carolina.  In April of 1862, Anderson was reassigned to the area around 
Fredericksburg, Virginia.  Eventually, Anderson was placed in command of the Third Brigade in the newly formed 
"Light Division" of General A.P. Hill.  During the Seven Days Battles, Anderson saw action at Mechanicsville, 
Gaines Mill, and was wounded at Frayser’s Farm on June 30, 1862.  Due to his injuries, Gen. Anderson resigned 
his Army commission on July 19, 1862, and served the Confederacy in the Ordnance Department until the evacua-
tion of Richmond on the night of April 2, 1865.  Some of the accomplishments of Tredegar Iron Works service to 
the Confederate cause are: making the iron plating for the first Confederate ironclad warship - the CSS Virginia, 
the production of more than 1,100 artillery pieces, a giant rail-mounted siege cannon, rifling and re-boring hun-
dreds of antiquated field cannon from the Virginia State Armory, and the woolen mills supplied soldiers with Con-
federate uniforms and blankets.  The Tredegar Iron Works survived the burning of Richmond, in part due to the 
foresight of Joseph Reid Anderson, who purportedly paid up to fifty armed men to guard against arsonists as the 
retreating Confederate troops burned many of the facilities that would have been valuable to the Union Army.  Af-
ter the war, Anderson was able to return as head of the company and with technological advancements and a new 
focus, Tredegar began to produce a high rate of railroad supplies including spikes with new ‘spike machines’ and 
by the 1870’s was doing similar production with the new ‘horseshoe machines’.  With the demand for steel taking 
the place of iron, Tredegar began to feel the pinch and never fully recovered.  Joseph Reid Anderson died while on 
vacation in New Hampshire in 1892, and is buried at Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond.  The Tredegar company 
remained in business during the first half of the 1900’s and continued to provide necessary parts for the U.S. mili-
tary until it was ultimately destroyed by fire in 1952.  Today there is a museum where the five original buildings of 
the Tredegar Iron Works are still standing, and next-door is The American Civil War Center at Historic Tredegar. 


