
Quote for the Month 
 

...That whenever any Form 
of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it 
is the Right of the People 
to alter or to abolish it, 
and to institute new  
Government, laying its 
foundation on such  
principles and organizing 
its powers in such form, as 
to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their Safety 
and Happiness... 
 

Declaration of Independence 
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As there are no known Confederate soldiers killed-in-action and buried in Oregon, flags were placed by Com-
patriots at the graves of Confederate veterans around the Portland area.  (top left-Col. Isaac W. Smith, ANV 
Engineers; top right-Pvt. Samuel Gilbert Dowell, Co. D 23rd Ark. Cav.; middle left-Pvt. Elisha Monroe 
Grimes, Co. I 9th Tex. Inf., Sgt. Albert Theodore Smith, 14th Tex. Lt. Arty., bottom left-Pvt. John Q. Adams, 
Co. B 10th Missouri Cav., bottom right-Asst. Surgeon Francis Alonzo Bailey, ATM Hospital Corps. 
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Compatriots: 
   May is already over.  Time rushes on.  So much has been accomplished.  The 
Jefferson Davis Memorial Park has been completed and dedicated.  We got to stop 
by the park last Friday and got to see it for the very first time.  It is absolutely fan-
tastic!  We had our grandson Zachary with us and as we were getting back in the 
car, a trucker blew his horn from the freeway. 

   Zachary said: “Grandpa!  He’s honking at your flag!”  Yes, he was!  Jami no-
ticed our flag was flying straight out in the wind, yet the US Flag hung limply on 
its pole.  This has happened before, correct? 

We have moved on from our successful Convention and Ball.  It was fun to enjoy 
the end results.  Remember, if you want another event in two more years, you need 
to start now! 
   We are going headlong into summer and with it many things are happening or 
about to happen.  The Camp is planning its annual picnic, get with the program 
and don’t miss it.  This will be my last column as Commander.  Someone else will 
have to get the column out from now on.  That should be a reminder for you to get 
your ballot marked and sent to Kevin Bishop right away. 
   I have enjoyed and count it a privilege to have served as your Camp Com-
mander.  I did not accomplish all the things that I wanted to do.  Nevertheless, I 
can say that I am proud to have worked with each and every one of you.  And I am 
a better person to have known each one of you, and it matters not that I have 
known you for years or for a month.  Y’all are my Compatriots!  DEO VINDICE!   
Glen Edens - Camp Commander 
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  The Bayonet is a monthly 
publication of the Col. Isaac 

W. Smith Camp #458, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans. 

 

  Non-members may subscribe  
to The Bayonet for $10.00 per 

annum by contacting the 
Camp Adjutant at:  

scvportland@gmail.com 
 

Submissions to The Bayonet 
are needed and encouraged, 
and should be Camp and/or 

Confederate related.  On odd 
months please send all stories, 

biographies, articles, etc, to 
brent.a.jacobs@gmail.com 

Next Camp MeetingNext Camp MeetingNext Camp Meeting:::   
When:  Saturday, June 7thWhen:  Saturday, June 7thWhen:  Saturday, June 7th   

Time:  11:00amTime:  11:00amTime:  11:00am   
Where:  Wings of Freedom Hall at The Bomber Where:  Wings of Freedom Hall at The Bomber Where:  Wings of Freedom Hall at The Bomber    

�  Please bring your check-books to the June meeting!  The cemetery in Prairie 
City has now received two of the V.A. stones for the Confederate veterans buried 
there, and have requested that we supply the $50.00 necessary to have the markers 
properly installed in concrete.  This is a small thing for a big Cause. 
�  The Camp donated $100.00 for a large wreath that will be placed in our name at 
Jefferson Davis’ resting place in Virginia on June 3rd, his 200th birthday. 
�  Compatriot Dan Burch has established a brand new camp Color Guard Com-
mittee.  If you have ever had any interest in participating in a Color guard or if you 
can offer him any assistance, please contact him at “delidan1957@aol.com”. 
�  The Oregon Confederate Graves Project is now officially at 160 veterans!  
There still needs to be some documentation on a few of these that Brent is cur-
rently working on, but all can be viewed in a PDF file via a link on the Camp’s 
main webpage.  If you’re going to be driving around any part of Oregon this sum-
mer, please contact Brent first to find out how you can help document them. 
�  The Ohio Division has come out with a voluntary Division “uniform” consist-
ing of a gray blazer with a nice Division patch and embroidered Camp name on 
them.  Let’s think on this fantastic idea!  It would be terrific for our formal events. 
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2008 Pacific-Northwest SCV Convention, Ball, and Park Dedication 
April 26th, 2008, Col. Isaac W. Smith Camp 458 
hosted the Third Bi-Annual Pacific Northwest Sons 
of Confederate Veterans Convention and Grand Me-
morial Ball in Beaverton, Oregon.   The day’s activi-
ties, once commenced, were not only exciting, but 
very informative.  The event’s Chairman, Brent Ja-
cobs (Oregon Provisional Division Commander, 
Camp Historian, and Past Camp 458 Commander) 
gave the opening remarks, followed by current 
Camp Commander Glen Edens.   Also giving intro-
ductions were United Daughters of the Confederacy, 
Robert E. Lee Chapter 885, Seattle, WA, President 
Marjorie Ann Reeves and UDC President-General 
Janice Langford.  While the Ladies had the floor, 
they took the opportunity to present Brent with the 
UDC’s Judah P. Benjamin award for all of his hard 

work saving the Jefferson Davis Highway marker, and for the vision and completion of the new home for the 
marker at the Jefferson Davis Park.  Brent Jacobs, acting 
as emcee, opened the business session with the Year of 
Davis Proclamation.  We were then given the Camp and 
Division reports of the Pacific Northwest region.  Fol-
lowing the reports, Brent asked all members of Camp 
458 to participate in a vote once he read the Confederate 
Medal of Honor Resolution, which was passed unani-
mously.  The next order of business was SCV member 
business, reported by Camp 458 Adjutant Bryan Jacobs, 
which included membership statistics in the SCV, up-
dates on the SCV Affinity card, cell phone program, and 
IRS information.  He also talked about upcoming na-
tional events such as the Sam Davis Youth Camp, The 
Jefferson Davis 200th Birthday Commemoration in Fair-
view, KY, and the National Reunion in July.  We then 
had the distinct pleasure to welcome Compatriot Chuck Murphy of the Georgia SCV to give us a presentation 
or a "show and tell" really.  Mr. Murphy's Great Grandfather was a member of Freeman's Battery out of Ten-

nessee and Chuck had his ancestor’s pistol, Sharp's 
repeating rifle (probably not used in the war), his Bat-
tle Flag, and his UCV medals and Reunion pins.  It 
was an extraordinary display and one that would be 
hard to receive again.  Chuck Murphy also had other 
artifacts including a cannon ball and shrapnel from the 
battle field where his Great Grandfather pounded Un-
ion troops from his battery, a small replica of the type 
of cannon used, and the most amazing thing, an actual 
piece of newspaper that was from Vicksburg from the 
time of the siege.  The front is a standard, worn news-
paper from the time with incredible news of that day’s 
events during the siege, but the back side is wallpaper!  
Apparently due to the shortages, wallpaper was do-
nated and used for the newspaper.  It is an impressive 
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and very rare artifact.  Before lunch, Brent Jacobs 
gave a presentation via the Oregon Graves Project on 
some of the incredible stories behind some of the Con-
federate Veterans that are buried in Oregon.  Brent, 
with the help of others, has found the graves of more 
than 150 Confederate veterans buried in Oregon.  
Some of the highlights of the presentation included 
Col. Isaac Williams Smith who was born in Freder-

icksburg, Virginia in 1826.  After graduating from the 
Virginia Military Institute, Lt. Smith fought in the Mexi-
can War in a Voltiguer Regiment.  He became a sur-
veyor and engineer after the War, but promptly enlisted 

in the Confederate Army when his home state was in-
vaded by the Union.  Smith was commissioned a Cap-
tain with the Engineers for the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia, in command of the pontoon service.  Capt. 
Smith served through the entire conflict, directly in-
volved in the defenses of Petersburg and Richmond in 

1864-65, he was brevetted to Major and was present at 
Appomattox Courthouse for the surrender.  Smith 
headed west and surveyed Vancouver Island, mapped 
out the water works for the City of Tacoma, built the 

Locks at 
Oregon 
City, and 
became 
Portland's first Chief of Water Works being directly responsible 
for the Bull Run reservoir which still supplies Portland with its 
water today.  He obtained his commission to Colonel after the 
War while leading surveying expeditions through the mountains 
of California and the Pacific-Northwest drawing detailed maps 
and finding suitable passes for trains.   

2008 Pacific-Northwest SCV Convention, Ball, and Park Dedication 



"The Colonel", as he was commonly known, died in 
1897.  He is buried in a very plain grave at River View 
Cemetery in SW Portland.  Another famous 'Oregonian' 
Confederate veteran was Benjamin Lee Arnold (Co. F, 
14th Virginia), second President of Oregon State Univer-
sity and its longest serving president.   Another was 
David Emmons Johnston who joined the CSA at 16 and 
by wars finish was a Sergeant Major, later becoming a 
lawyer and eventually a State Senator from West Vir-
ginia, before ultimately moving to Oregon where he 
penned the book, The Story of a Confederate Boy in the 
Civil War.  Others included Elisha Monroe Grimes and 
John Franklin O'Dell (both of Co. I, 9th Texas Inf.), 
John R.N. Bell (Co. I, 26th VA Inf.), Chaplain Peter Al-
len Moses (34th Ark. Inf.), and John P. Burkhart 
(Terry's Texas Rangers, 8th Texas Cav.), who was the 
first Adjutant of the Portland UCV chapter in 1903.  
Around mid-day we broke for a nice lunch of either 
Prime Rib or Chicken Cordon Bleu.  When The Con-
vention recommenced we had a cake cutting of a beauti-
ful cake commemorating the 200th birthday of Jefferson 
Davis.  The cake was cut by the event Chairman Brent 

Jacobs with the help of UDC President-General Janice Langford.  Then Bill and Carla Coleman 
(colemanscivilwar.com) of Cold Comfort productions presented us a play entitled, "The Haunting War".  It 
was truly amazing and emotional.  The play’s contents were from actual historical accounts and diaries from 
the era and were so real in its feeling and message.  It was very moving and inspiring. This was followed by 
our special guest speaker, Karen Meador, of the Northwest Historians Guild who gave a presentation on the 
role of Jefferson Davis in the Northwest.  The sheer amount of information was baffling.  Through Jeff Davis' 
career as a Senator, the different committees he served on and ultimately as U.S. Secretary of War, Jeff Davis 
had so much to do with the expansion and growth of the West, especially bringing the West closer to the rest 
of the U.S. with the addition of roads, rail lines, and the telegraph.  Jeff Davis gave the approval on the build-
ing of many of the forts in the Oregon and Washington Territories, building of coastal defense installations, 
and the stationing of military personnel throughout the West.  The education that we descendants of Confeder-
ate veterans whom now live in the Northwest was very eye-opening, to say the least, and gave all of us an 
added boost to an already incredible day of pride and 
heritage.  Karen Meador is an author and historian liv-
ing in the Seattle area.  Her work has appeared in 
“Columbia”: The Magazine of Northwest History, The 
Seattle Times Pacific Northwest Magazine, and local 
heritage publications.  She has been active in land-
marks preservation and consulting, including the 
preparation of an exhibit on the local section of Mili-
tary Road for the Sea-Tac City Hall.  She is currently 
expanding her article on Davis' role in the Pacific 
Northwest into a book on his role as a "National De-
mocrat," promoting the settlement of the American 
West.  Her interest in Jefferson Davis and Southern 
history began when she lived in Biloxi, Mississippi 
and later San Antonio during the 1980s.   
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2008 Pacific-Northwest SCV Convention, Ball, and Park Dedication 
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2008 Pacific-Northwest SCV Convention, Ball, and Park Dedication 
We then had one of the finest men in the SCV give us a 
presentation, Compatriot Ed Funchess.  Ed was born in 
the Mississippi delta and is the great grandson of Cap-
tain George Daniel Funchess, commander of Company 
B of the 16th Mississippi Infantry Regiment, which 
spent the entire war attached to Stonewall Jackson and 
the Army of Northern Virginia.  He attended Mississippi 
State University for 3 years, and in 1963, came to Ore-
gon as a summer employee of the US Forest Service on 
the Deschutes National Forest.  He graduated from Ore-
gon State University with degrees in both Production 
Management and Forestry.  Ed moved to Seattle and 
worked for the Boeing Company for 2 years, interrupted 
by a period of activation of his brigade of the Washing-
ton Army Na-

tional Guard for Vietnam service.  He returned to Portland in 1969 
employed with North Pacific Lumber Company.  In 1975 Ed re-
turned to Mississippi and has worked continuously in the treated for-
est products industry for 39 years, and is currently President of Mid-
gulf Forest Products, Inc, engaged in the sale of wood products 
worldwide.  Ed is Past Commander of the Mississippi Division and 
currently a Director on the Board of Directors of Beauvoir in Biloxi.  
He and his wife Carol have two children, Matthew and Megan, and 
they reside out in the woods in Amite County, Southwest Missis-
sippi.   Ed blessed all of us in attendance with a rousing speech on 

what it means to 
be a member of 
the Sons of Con-
federate Veterans 
and most impor-
tantly why we be-
lieve in our Cause 
and gave the best 
speech I have ever 
heard on why we 
should better inform ourselves as to be able to defend our 
Cause better and so that we truly know what we are doing 
and why.   It was Incredible.   He then gave a wonderful 
PowerPoint presentation on the rebuilding of Beauvoir that 
was beyond phenomenal.  It was a perfect way to end one of 
the greatest happenings in SCV history in the Pacific North-
west.  We adjourned for a brief period of time and then re-
turned to the Grand Memorial Ball.  The music at the Ball 
was played by the band 'Knock 'em Stiff' and we had a caller 
who gave us all direction, so there was no excuse not to 
dance!  We all had the most amazing time.  The night came 
to an end at around 11 pm and many of us decided to call it a 
night so that we could enjoy the next day’s activities at the 
Jefferson Davis Park.    
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2008 Pacific-Northwest SCV Convention, Ball, and Park Dedication 
The dedication ceremony was emceed by Camp 458 
member Dr. Thompson Faller who led us in the 
hymn, "How Great Thou Art", after UDC Chaplain 
Patricia Gallagher gave the opening prayer.  The 
next speakers were UDC President-General Janice 
Langford, who thanked the respective Camp and 
Chapter on their hard work, Ed Funchess from the 
Beauvoir Board of Directors who let us know how 
proud they were as representatives of Jefferson 
Davis to be dedicating a park in his name and mem-
ory, and Cmdr. Brent Jacobs who gave some of the 
history of the marker and of the building of the park.  
Members of the Boy Scouts raised the US flag to the 
singing of "The Star Spangled Banner" followed by 
the raising of the Confederate Third National flag to 
the singing of Dixie.  The Third national flag was 
made official as the flag of the CSA in Jefferson Davis' last act as President and is still in the hearts of many as 

the official flag and the one that makes the most sense 
flying over a park dedicated to the memory of our 
former President.  Following the flag raisings we had 
the honor of having some special guests which in-
cluded, Chandler Haight, Commander of the Wash-
ington Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War who 
helped us and backed us all the way in the formation 
of the park.  Loretta Dimond who recited a beautiful 
poem that was very fitting for the event.  And Mr. 
Dave Newland of the Antique Automobile Club of 
America, who gave a little talk on the original Jeffer-
son Davis Highway marker dedication in 1939, and 
how some of the members of his club were in atten-
dance at the original dedication.  He and his club 
brought many cars, many of which would have been 
seen on that day in 1939, and added an extra special 

touch of nostalgia to the days event.  We then adjourned to the Ridgefield Community Center for a reception 
hosted by the UDC ladies.  There is no way to truly 
describe the happenings of the weekend of April 26-
27.  I can only highlight the activities, drop some 
names, and give brief accounts.  But as a Texan who 
now resides in the Northwest, who is a proud descen-
dant of a Confederate soldier, a member of the best 
SCV Camp west of the Mississippi, I can only say that 
during the course of the Convention, the fun of the 
Ball, the fruition of creating the Park, the camaraderie 
at the reception... It is a weekend of events that will be 
with me the rest of my life.  My only hope is that all 
members of the SCV, no matter where they may re-
side, have the kind of experiences that we have had 
individually and collectively as SCV and UDC mem-
bers here in the Pacific Northwest. 
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Adjutant’s Addition:  Vision 
   Almost exactly one year ago, our Camp had a meeting at the University of 
Portland to discuss the vision and future of Camp 458. In preparation for that, 
I wrote a short speech and also a prayer, hoping to do the benediction. It 
worked out to where I never read either. Now that the time for a change in 
leadership has arrived and possibly the time for our Camp's vision to be 
brought to the forefront once more, I thought now would be a fitting time to 
share with the Camp what I did not share one year ago. It is just as pertinent 
to me now as it was then and my personal vision for our Camp has neither 
wavered nor weakened.  
    "It would be all too easy for me to point out the defects in our Camp, past 
and present. Conversely, it would be all too easy to make promises for better-
ment for myself, and for the Camp, for the future.  Neither are of much good 
at this point. Sure, some missteps, oversights, and deficiencies may need to be 

looked at. Also, it may become necessary at some point for someone to step up to a task or make a commit-
ment. But all of that, in my opinion, is meaningless. It is the time to discuss 'vision'. It is the time to make per-
sonal commitments, not public ones. It is time to either do, or let the ones who wish to, do. Let me digress for 
a moment. Not everyone is a descendant of a Confederate soldier. And of those who are, not all are proud or 
honored to be. But we are. We are a small yet elite and special group of men. That doesn't simply 'materialize' 
once per month at Camp meetings, this goes with us always in our daily lives. This simple fact is the driving 
force for me and most of us. Now, admittedly, I have not always accomplished everything that I have said that 
I would do, nor have I performed my Adjutant's duties to the utmost of my abilities. So I know first hand how 
it is to not be 'always dedicated' or 'ever effective'. However, with the basic thread that runs through me , and 
us, of our common pride and historic uniqueness, you and I have firm bedrock to keep us grounded in our 
Confederate endeavours. We are brothers. We can, and should, draw strength and courage from each other to 
accomplish our duties and our commitments. We have the ability and the resources to have the Camp we 
crave. With God at the forefront, we really can accomplish anything. In closing, I simply want to say that it is 
my firm belief that not only God believes we can accomplish what our hearts desire, but the ATM Com-
mander, the head of Membership Services, even the Commander in Chief, have the faith that we can succeed. 
We simply need to believe in ourselves. We can dream big. Our peers and our God will help us, lead us, and 
reward us...and that will be in great measure." 
   The most striking thing for me when looking back at these words was the idea of personal commitments 
rather than public ones. I look at the accomplishments of certain individuals in our Camp and I see that they 
are doing, not talking. They have personal commitments, and they are keeping them. Things are getting done, 
and that tells me one thing: just do it. I sense no nostalgia or remorse, upon reflection. What I feel is tremen-
dous pride in our Camp. I also feel very proud to be a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans and to be 
the descendant of a fine Confederate soldier. But my pride for being a compatriot of Camp 458 is unparalleled. 
We have been a part of some truly amazing events in the past few years. As the outgoing Adjutant of Camp 
458 I must give credit where it is due. Firstly, I would like to thank Commander Glen Edens for his service as 
our guide and leader.  I would also like to thank Norm Ernst for all of his efforts in the realms of presentations 
and for his efforts in recruitment. I would like to thank Gary Johnson for being the best Treasurer our Camp 
has had in service, so far. But above all, I would like to thank Brent Jacobs for his commitment and out-
standing service to our Camp, the SCV, to history, and to our (and others) beloved ancestors. If it were not for 
the dedication and hard work of Brent Jacobs, we would not have enjoyed the victories and events that we 
have had. Brent has found and documented dozens of Confederate veterans graves in Oregon and is working 
on obtaining VA headstones for some of them. He was pivotal in getting the headstone for Pvt. Charles Patton 
in Wingville, OR. Brent was instrumental in saving the Jefferson Davis Highway marker, essential in the plan-
ning and production of  all of our Conventions and Balls, was key in establishing the Jefferson Davis Park, and 
the list goes on. I cannot begin to thank him enough for what he has done for our Camp, for our newsletter, for 
the SCV, for history, and for our ancestors. My opinion is that without Brent, we may have survived as a 
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Adjutant’s Addition:  Vision  
Camp, but we would never have accomplished the things that have been without him. My hat is off to you, 
Brent. With that being said, the vision and focus of the Camp seems to be becoming a loose collection of simi-
lar minded goals that is drawing tighter. I couldn't ask for more as a Camp Officer or as a member. I take a lot 
of pride in the fact that we have always attempted to stay the right course and avoid interactions and situations 
that would inhibit the primary functions that we all readily agree on. In that spirit, I offer my prayer that I 
wrote twelve months ago. It was based on one of my favorite prayers and I expounded my Camp vision into it. 
   "God. We offer ourselves to thee. To build with us and do with us as thou wilt. As compatriots of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, we are your humble agents. We pray that you lead us, guide us, and direct us as you 
would have us do. Father, we ask that you relieve us of the bondage of self, that together we may better serve 
you, and each other. Take away our difficulties, that victory over them will bear witness to all, of thy Love, thy 
Power, and thy Way of Life. May we do thy will always, and be conscious of your guidance in all of our af-
fairs. God, we ask a special blessing upon our enemies and detractors. You have taught us that if our enemy 
hungers, may we feed him, and if our enemy thirsts, may we give him drink. We pray that wisdom and right-
eousness be bestowed upon those who misunderstand us and our Cause. May we also be blessed with this 
same spirit in our Camp and in the SCV as a whole, as we will be stronger united, although separate branches 
of the same tree. Lord, please bless each of us as we go our separate ways today, to keep us on the good path, 
to keep you close in our endeavours, and to not let the feelings of joy and camaraderie subside. But that we 
may remain uplifted and empowered independently, so that we may be of maximum service collectively. 
Thank you Father, for all of your wonderful blessings. Our small group has come so far and the memory and 
honor of our ancestors is truly a priceless gift. We thank you with all that we are for this day that we have been 
given, and that we have been given this opportunity to gain new vision, a greater fellowship, and a higher stan-
dard, as you would have us. God, we ask that you grant us strength as we go from here to better do thy bid-
ding. Amen" 
   I am not certain as to what the future holds. It is possible that I may be the next Camp Commander. It is also 
highly likely that I will not hold an Officer's position at all and simply be a Past Adjutant. Either way, I intend 
to do all that I can to perpetuate the accomplishments and further the success of Camp 458 and the SCV in the 
Pacific Northwest. I am truly honored and unbelievably grateful to have had the opportunity to serve this 
Camp as the Adjutant, especially during it's most successful year yet, and I will never forget the generosity and 
helpfulness of my fellow compatriots in assisting me in my duties. I look forward to 'new blood' coming into 
the fold and getting actively involved in what we do. I do not resent or pine over the loss of one disinterested 
prospect here, nor do I make it an agenda item that some members are more active than others there. I defi-
nitely wouldn't name them, non-members especially, publicly. As Past Commander Brent Jacobs taught me 
long ago, let's focus on what we ARE doing rather than what we are NOT doing. I have always felt that if we 
were consistently moving forward that those interested and committed would follow the progress. That has 
proven to be true. I have also made it a habit to not take on tasks that I knowingly am not good at, or have no 
interest in actually performing. The reason for that is simply that it is a dis-service to the Camp if I am not ful-
filling my duty. Sure, I would love it if it were all about just having fun with a particular task or duty, but more 
often than not, our tasks and duties affect many people and need to be completed timely, professionally, and 
accurately. This next month will decide what the next leadership structure of our Camp is to be. If I am a part 
of that, I want my compatriots to know that I will give all that I can to every aspect of our Camp, our role in 
current affairs, and in the history that we are presently a part of.  I will also do everything that I can to further 
the ideals of our Confederate ancestors, the tradition in our Southern roots, and the skillfulness and grace of 
the gentlemen of our trusted SCV leadership Corps. In the words of my favorite Confederate General, Thomas 
Jackson, "You can be whatever you resolve to be." And I have made personal commitments that I hope to see 
come to fruition and blossom in the coming year. Thank you all for an incredible experience so far. May God 
bless you and may He bless our Cause. 
  
Humbly, 
Bryan Jacobs 
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Pacific-Northwest Biography:  Rev. Dr. John R. N. Bell         by Randy Fletcher, SUVCW Camp #6 

     John Richard Newton Bell was known throughout life simply by his initials, J.R.N.  
When the Civil War began, J.R.N. Bell was a theology student at tiny Wytheville Col-
lege in southern Virginia, not too far from the border with North Carolina.  In the nine-
teenth century, the curriculum of most southern schools included military instruction.  
Just sixteen years old in 1861, Bell and his fellow students were mustered into the Con-
federate army where they were known as the “Wytheville Grays.”  Originally entered 
into service as a cavalry unit, the Grays were dismounted in 1863 and reformed as 
Company I of the 26th Virginia Infantry Battalion.  Fifty years later, Bell would recall 
in a newspaper interview that “lots of the boys were not much taller than their guns, but 
they were Virginians.  They could fight.”  By Bell’s account, he fought in thirty-two 
major battles and was bayoneted through the shoulder when his regiment fought with 
clubbed muskets against the Union charge at Cold Harbor.   
     Upon his return to Virginia, Bell found work teaching school at the Oakwood Insti-
tute which was eighty miles west of his hometown of Wytheville. Another instructor at 
the Institute was Miss Margaret Kirk whom Bell described as the “prettiest girl he had 

ever seen” and he told her so “by hickory.” Bell’s first kiss was when he kissed his bride at his own wedding. 
The newlyweds returned to Wytheville where Bell returned to his studies while his wife taught school to pay 
the tuition. Upon graduation, Bell was ordained in the Methodist Episcopal Church South and assigned his 
first pastorate, in Faulkner County, Arkansas.  The rough and rustic Arkansas life did not suit the couple used 
to the genteel society of Old Virginia and in 1874 they headed 
west. By the time the couple arrived in Ashland, Oregon, all of the 
money they had in the world was a single silver dollar. Bell took 
work where he could find it. He cleared ditches, cut firewood and 
worked in the fields of southern Oregon, anything to pay for the 
groceries. He attended a local revival meeting and was ordained in 
the Southern Methodist Church and given charge of the church at 
Ashland. With that appointment, the Rev. J.R.N. Bell was called to 
the ministry in Oregon in a career that would span more than fifty 
years. His work would take him from Ashland to Corvallis, to 
Douglas County, to Independence, to Baker City, to California, 
back to Baker City, and finally back to Corvallis in 1907. Ordained 
by both the Presbyterians and the Methodists, Bell was Grand 
Chaplain of Masons longer than anyone else in U.S. history.   
     While preaching in Douglas County, Rev. Bell purchased the Roseburg Review. In Independence he pub-
lished the Independence West Side and the Monmouth Democrat. He founded the Oregon School Journal. In 
addition, Oregon governor Sylvester Pennoyer appointed Bell clerk of the State Railroad Commission.   
     Rev. Bell became a member of the Board of Trustees of Oregon Agricultural College in 1874 and later be-
came a Regent of the school. When intercollegiate athletics began, Bell was one of the program’s most ardent 
supporters. He was among the spectators at the first football game between O.A.C. and their rivals from the 
University of Oregon. The rivalry between the two schools continues today and is the oldest college rivalry on 
the West Coast. The annual game between the Oregon Ducks and Oregon State Beavers (formerly O.A.C.) is 
universally known as the “Civil War.”  In the excitement of the first O.A.C. victory in 1894, Bell marched 
from the Corvallis campus to the nearby Marys River and threw his bowler hat into the water. A new tradition 
was born and with each Civil War victory, Bell would repeat his march to the river and throw another hat into 
the water. Bell’s march grew into one of the most anticipated Corvallis social events of the year and by the 
1920s thousands of football fans would make the victory walk to the river with him. Fundraisers were held to 
pay for his hats! In 1921 the school named the football stadium in his honor and Bell Field was the home of 
the Oregon State Beavers until 1953. Dr. Bell passed away in 1928, his wife Margaret died in 1939. They are 
buried in Crystal Lake Cemetery in Corvallis, not too far from the Mary’s River where he would throw his hat. 

Presbyterian Church Choir Corvallis, OR, 1905. 
John R.N. Bell in center. 

John R.N. Bell  
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Book Review: “Last Flag Down” The Epic Journey of the Last Confederate Warship      by Compatriot Dan Burch 

If you were to ask someone when the Civil War ended, they would probably say at Appomattox with Lee’s 
surrender, or possibly the capture of President Davis.  But it is not likely that anyone north or south would tell 
you that the last shot of the war was fired in the Aleutian Islands, off the coast of present day Alaska, then 
Russian territory. 
     The unlikely, but real, story of the CSS Shenandoah is the subject matter of LAST FLAG DOWN by John 
Baldwin and Ron Powers.  Baldwin is the descendant of Confederate naval officer William Conway Whittle, 
executive officer aboard the Shenandoah and Powers is the co-author of FLAGS OF OUR FATHERS. 
     LAST FLAG DOWN starts in England, where the government is officially neutral to both North and South, 
but still desirous that Southern cotton can make its way to English mills.  Accordingly, the Crown clandes-
tinely transferred several merchants to the Confederacy to serve as raiders on Union commerce. 
     One of these ships, named Sea King, was rechristened the CSS Shenandoah in October 1864, off the coast 
of the Azores.  From there, it circled the globe, seeking to wreck havoc on the Northern economy by sinking 
or burning its seagoing commerce. 
     The voyage of the Shenandoah would have been forgotten to history if it were not for a diary kept by Whit-
tle, a young man who combined an instinctive gift for naval tactics with the romantic literary stylings of his 
day.  The authors quote liberally from Whittle’s long, which is marked by mooning over an absent love, con-
cern for family and friends facing the privations of war and dislike of his northern enemy.  Whittle is an en-
gaging character, blessed with the sort of initiative that makes for great naval action.  But as we soon learn, he 
is not the commanding officer. 
     The commander of the CSS Shenandoah was Lieutenant James Waddell, and as LAST FLAG DOWN 
makes its way through the Atlantic and the Pacific, the conflict between North and South begins to take sec-
ond place to the conflict between Whittle and Waddell.  It is Waddell who directs the ship to go after whaling 
ships in the North Pacific, leaving Whittle to chafe below decks as the long journey passes. 
      Yep, it’s a whale of a tale alright.  If you’re interested in Civil War naval history as I am, or just a good sea 
story, you will embrace this book with a sense of wonder.  Was it President Truman who said that the only 
thing “new in the world is the history you don’t know”? If he 
didn’t, he should have.  LAST FLAG DOWN is a story that al-
most nobody knows, and has all the virtues of newness and origi-
nality.�  
   From Publishers Weekly: Thriller writer Baldwin (The Elev-
enth Plague et al.) joins forces with the prolific Powers (coauthor 
of Flags of Our Fathers et al.) to come up with a fast-reading 
Civil War true adventure saga centered a on young CSA navy 
lieutenant. The 24-year-old Conway Whittle, an ancestor of 
Baldwin's, was assigned as first lieutenant and executive officer 
on the Confederate raider Shenandoah late in the war. The ship 
sailed from London disguised as a merchant vessel and under-
went a memorable cruise round the globe, attacking and destroy-
ing Yankee merchant ships and whalers. Whittle and company 
kept up their daring sea raids until August of 1865, when they 
learned that the war had ended five months earlier. The ship re-
turned to England, having flown the last Confederate flag at sea 
in defiance of the U.S. Baldwin and Powers recount their tale in a 
lively, evocative style and may be forgiven for being overly fond 
of their hero. Whittle, they say, "was as good a man as history 
seems able to produce: a warrior of courage inconceivable to 
most people; a naval officer of surpassing calm and intelligence; 
a seeker after Christian redemption; a steadfast lover; a student of 
human nature; a gentle soul; a custodian of virtue."�  
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Send in your classifieds to Erik at imbel308win@yahoo.com or Brent at brent.a.jacobs@gmail.com! 

   Often referred to as the “Naval Jack”, and as the “CBF” by many 
Confederates, what is the real story of the ‘nefarious’ rectangular 
“Rebel Flag”?  As a long-time flag historian and researcher, known 
as a vexillologist, I cringe every time I hear the term “Naval Jack” 
used in reference to this flag.  Are they wrong by calling it the “Naval 
Jack”?  Actually, no.  Sure, there were some smaller flags of this de-
sign used for that purpose, but the question must be asked, why on 
earth would one very rarely used variant of the ANV Battle-flag that 
was only flown by a handful of ships (from the bow and only when in 
port) become the world renowned flag representing all the South and 
the Confederacy?  The short and simple answer is, it didn’t.  There 

are a lot more examples of rectangular Confederate Battle-Flags being manufactured and used during the War.   
   Far more regiments in the Army of Tennessee alone flew the rectangular Battle-Flag than the number of 
ships that would have flown a small jack of similar design.  Official records note that more than 40 rectangular 
ANV-pattern Battle-flags with no white border, like the example above, were manufactured for the Army of 
Tennessee just in 1864.  Similarly, at least 67 flags of rectangular shape were made for the Department of Ala-
bama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana in this same time-frame.  No disrespect to the Confederate Navy, but 
it’s blatantly obvious that these rectangular flags are more accurately the Confederate “Battle-Flag” than a 
“naval jack”, if there were to be one common label assigned.  Tens of thousands of brave Southern soldiers 
fought and died under similar flags.  With that said, why is the rectangular Battle-Flag so prevalent today, con-
sidering that it was originally designed to be square and the Army of Northern Virginia and its supporting 
units were issued hundreds of square Battle-Flags throughout the War?  Easy answer: modern flag companies.   
   With very few exceptions, flags are generally rectangular in shape.  Flag companies like pumping out easily 
made flags of a standard design.  Cheap flag companies will print the square Bedford flag on rectangular fab-
ric, as well as the flag of Switzerland, the odd-shaped flag of Nepal and even Ohio!  Now, don’t shy away 
from using the rectangular Battle-Flag for this reason, it’s a very legitimate Confederate flag.  The only ques-
tion that remains is what do others think when you fly it?  Well, who cares!  But, since these flags are cheap 
and mass-produced, rednecks and racists have hijacked it for their own misguided purposes, and this proud 
symbol has garnered a bad reputation.  So just be aware, be very proud, and please don’t call it a naval jack... 

  The Jefferson Davis Park is now open!  But, there’s still a lot of things 
to do and bills we have to pay before we can rest.  We are still paying off 
the park, and we’d eventually like to obtain a picnic table or two, illumi-
nation for the flags, and routine lawn maintenance.  You can help us 
greatly by purchasing a brick!  The bricks are a 
fundraiser to cover the costs of the park and all 
of the improvements that still need to be done, 
but they also allow you to permanently com-
memorate your Confederate ancestor at the same 
time.  Standard 4”x8” bricks are $50.00 each, 

and large 8”x8” square pavers are $100.00 each.  Each brick can be laser engraved 
with up to 4 lines of 18 characters each line.  The pavers are the same but can have up 
to 8 lines of 18 characters.  You can now order directly online with a credit card, fill-
ing in exactly what you want on your brick yourself!  To obtain a snail-mail order 
form please visit www.jeffersondavispark.org and print one out or contact Brent  
Jacobs directly at brent.a.jacobs@gmail.com or at 971-340-9127.   

Jefferson Davis Park Memorial Bricks Fundraiser 

The Confederate Battle-Flag: The Misnomer of the “Naval Jack”         by Brent A. Jacobs 


