
 

���������	�
����
���

November 2008 

Volume 3, Issue 11 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Colonel Isaac Williams Smith Camp #458 

Portland, Oregon 

   For reasons that we can all guess, the Rose City Gun and Knife Show was extremely busy 
this time!  More patrons checking out guns and ammo meant a lot more folks that came by 
the recruiting table checking out the SCV.  A lot of interested people signed up for e-mails 
and newsletters on our clipboard, and they were all invited to our upcoming Camp Christ-
mas Party.  One gentleman that came by. Mr. Joe Cason, lives out in St. Helens and has an 
online radio show on Dixie Broadcasting on Saturdays at 11:00am called “The Cason 
Clan”.  He and his sons visit the grave of Confederate Pvt. James C. Kilby, veteran of the 
52nd North Carolina, buried out in Rainier a couple of times a year to clean up his grave 
and plant new battle-flags.   
   Several old friends of the Camp also came by the table.  It was nice to reconnect with 
Louis Phillips who spent quite a bit of time visiting with us.  Always a great jokester and 
story-teller, he kept us in stitches and even sang a little for us!  
   Norm’s wife, Donna, made some awesome giant chocolate chip cookies and was giving 
them out to folks who purchased the “Warriors of Honor” DVDs  we are selling as a fund-
raiser.  She gift-wrapped several that could also be purchased for Christmas presents which 
helped to sell every one of the DVDs that we had!  Thank you Donna!  (Continued Page-2) 

(L to R) Erik Ernst, Karl Ernst, Commander Norm Ernst, Chaplain Swede Workentine, Brent Jacobs 

 Inside this issue: 

Camp Recruiting Table At Oregon’s Largest Gun Show 

Commander’s Column 2 

Camp News 3 

News ‘round the SCV 4 

November’s Speaker 5 

Question of the Month 6 

Editorial: Dissention 9 

Post the Colors 10 



The Bayonet Page 2 

COMMANDER  
Norm Ernst 

schnitzellover@yahoo.com 
 

LT COMMANDER  
Erik Ernst 

imbel308win@yahoo.com 
 

ADJUTANT  
Glen Edens 

grayghst145@yahoo.com 
 

TREASURER &  
NEWSLETTER EDITOR  

Brent Jacobs 
brent.a.jacobs@gmail.com 

 

CHAPLAIN  
Swede Workentine 

sworkentine@yahoo.com 
 

SECRETARY 
Dan Burch 

delidan1957@aol.com 
 

AIDE-DE-CAMP  
Thompson Faller, PhD 
doc.faller@yahoo.com 

  The Bayonet is a monthly 
publication of the Col. Isaac 

W. Smith Camp #458, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans. 

 

  Non-members may subscribe  
to The Bayonet for $12.00 per 

annum by contacting:  
scvportland@gmail.com 

 

Submissions to The Bayonet 
are needed and encouraged, 
and should be Camp and/or 
Confederate related.  Please 
send all stories, biographies, 
articles, submissions, etc, to 
brent.a.jacobs@gmail.com 

Camp Officers 
With the annual celebration and feast of Thanksgiving nearly upon us, I thought it would 
be good for us to spend a little time looking at the things we should be thankful for.  The 
top of your list and mine would include the names of our family and friends that are near 
and dear to us.  But just as the pilgrims acknowledged the providence of God in their lives 
many centuries ago, so ought we.  Some of you may find yourself in difficult circum-
stances and I know from my own experiences how hard it can be to find something to give 
thanks for during those times.  Few of us can claim to live a life of abundance….one that 
is free from worries.  If you are, this is the time to recognize the source of those blessings.  
Most of us, I would imagine, fall into the middle somewhere.  Our means are adequate to 
pay the bills, keep a roof over our head and live somewhat comfortably.  Wherever we are 
at this point we can always find something, however small, to be thankful for.   
  My Christian faith instructs me to “give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus”.  That is a tough principle to follow.  I have to admit that I 
fail to give thanks often for my blessings.  But the instruction here is not just to be thank-
ful during times of blessing but also during the hard times of testing.  If I were to attempt 
this using only my own strength and ability I would most often fail miserably.  It is God 
Himself who empowers me and gives me the strength to give thanks to Him even when I 
have struggles.  But I do not desire to impose my beliefs on you, the reader, if God is not a 
part of your life or if Christianity is something you have considered and not embraced.  
But the message of Thanksgiving is universal and doesn’t necessarily require you to ac-
knowledge God’s existence.  The focus should be on the “Thankful” part.  Tell your par-
ents ‘thank you’ for raising you, giving you a good home and providing for your needs.  
Thank them for their love, support and sacrifice on your behalf.  If your parents are not 
longer living, reflect back on how much they meant to you when they were alive.  The 
same could be said for your Aunts & Uncles, Grandparents, favorite cousins, etc.  
Whether they are still living or have passed on, there are many special moments that you 
spent with them that will bring you joy when you reflect on them.  Looking back on spe-
cial family gatherings with my German/Hungarian Grandparents and Aunts and Uncles, 
listening to their thick accents and learning about how life was in the “old country” brings 
back many happy memories for me.  You all have times to treasure such as these.  Re-
member those times, treasure the details of life as it was in that moment and be glad that 
those experiences were a part of your life.  Be glad…..give thanks.  

Commander’s Column:  A Time For Giving Thanks 

Recruiting Table At Gun Show  (Continued From Page-1) 
After paying the $70 charge for the table, the Camp made $125 in sales!  That will go far 
in helping our Camp continue to pay the $12 each month for our website. 
   There was only a modest number of folks that signed our clipboard for e-mail announce-
ments and/or newsletters, but quite a bit of literature was given out, and an even greater 
number of people stopped by just to talk.  Simply being at the gun show raises awareness 
about our organization and what we do, so even if no one signs up with us the positive 
public relations definitely makes these events worthwhile! 
   We also spoke with a gentleman from the Eugene area who gave us some great leads on 
several Confederate veterans who are supposed to be buried in the area.  One disturbing 
story he relayed was that there used to be approximately 40 Confederate graves in Frank-
lin, Oregon, and that in the late 1960s they were bulldozed…why there were so many 
Confederate buried in one location is of great interest, as is the possibility that their graves 
were destroyed.  If true, this will be yet another fine example of what we’re up against… 
   Those members who attended had a great time visiting with each other, as well as with 
the public.  There’s always such great people at these events.  With the awesome sales we 
had this time, we should really consider obtaining more of these DVDs, as well as other 
Confederate-related products.  We could really raise some much-needed funds for our 
Camp, the Jefferson Davis Park, and other Camp activities and events.   
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   Compatriots:  We have suffered through all the pain of the election campaign ads.  Thank the Lord we won't have to 
listen to all  that stuff for a while.  We must now work even harder for our noble cause.  We must be out and about and 
bending the ear of all who will listen and encourage them to help us maintain our history.  We must seek to protect and 
defend the truthful history of this country.  History books have already been re written to further the cause of the ones that 
would have us wiped from the pages of history.  We shudder when we learned of the things that our children are being 
taught in the public schools.  And as they go to college they will learn from many professors who are equipped with new 
text books to back up their swill. 
   We think we have suffered much for "The Cause"?  Respectfully, we do not yet know what suffering is. Our honorable 
President Jefferson Davis suffered for "The Cause" that he had taken up.  He was captured, put into prison with orders 
that did not allow him oral or written communication with anyone, not even his family.  About five days after he entered 
prison, shackles were put on his feet.  The enemy wanted to shame him and the people of the South. 
   He suffered many health issues due to the imprisonment and the food.  He was demoralized, and suffered emotionally.  
He soon was not able to tolerate sometimes specially prepared meals.  He suffered from infections on the back of his 
head, nasal infections that infected his good eye.  He lost weight dramatically.  Some concern was given about his condi-
tion and eventually was paroled to the yard of the fort, on the promise that he would not try to escape.  What idiots, he 
barely had the strength to shuffle a few feet. 
   I briefly read somewhere this last month that the Union were fearful of putting him on trial, fearful that he would win 
his case for secession.  I read that some Northern millionaires, put up the bail money for his release.  Here, he was only 
the shadow of the man that he used to be.  He never asked for a pardon.  He received that pardon only when Oregon Sena-
tor Mark O. Hatfield pursued a bill that gave President Davis the pardon.  Many years overdue! 
   We have not suffered yet!  But we can always give Honor and Respect to his memory!  In the days ahead, if we stand 
for "The Cause", we may well suffer.  Are we prepared? 
Glen L. Edens - Camp Adjutant 

Adjutant’s Addition:  Suffering For The Cause 

Christmas Party - Though quite a few members have stated their intentions to attend the Christmas party, at the time of 
publication only three members had signed-up for what dishes they were bringing.  Please e-mail Norm as soon as you 
can so that we don’t end up with four potato salads and no forks…   
 

Supporting Our Troops - Several Camp members have been in touch with Compatriot Brian Eagleheart who is cur-
rently serving in Afghanistan with the US Marines.  All have offered to send him items if needed.  His mailing address is 
301 ERQS/MEDEVAC/INTEL APO AE 09355.  Please feel free to send him a small “Care package” or even just a note 
of support.  Brent has recently mailed him a large Confederate Battle-Flag that was given to him by Bryan Sharp that 
once flew over SCV Headquarters.  Hopefully we will have pictures of Brian with the flag soon and can send one in to 
the Confederate Veterans magazine as well as print some in a future issue of The Bayonet.   
 

Lee-Jackson Dinner - The annual Camp Lee-Jackson banquet is currently in the works.  Bryan has volunteered to or-
ganize this event, but could definitely use some assistance.  If you have suggestions as to where this event can be held, 
ideas for speakers or other activities during the evening, or any other offers of help, please contact Bryan ASAP. 
 

New Members - Former Camp member Joel Mills has just moved back to Oregon and has transferred his membership 
back to our Camp.  He was only a Camp 458 member for a very short time, back when we used to meet at the Buster’s 
BBQ in Tigard, and then moved away to South Carolina to attend school.  Floyd Whitley of Cottonwood, Idaho, has also 
expressed interest in joining our Camp, and Glen is assisting him in getting his paperwork in order. 
 

Flags For Funds - Wow, not even a nibble on the Flags For Funds program.  This was a great opportunity for folks to 
donate money to the Camp for some seriously worthy projects, and in return come away with a hand-made flag of their 
choosing.  Please review the September Bayonet (online at www.scvportland.org/news.html) and see if this is something 
you would like to do.  The Camp needs the money, and you can have an awesome authentic historical flag! 
 

Mid-Month Meetings - There were two mid-month meetings in November.  The first was open to all members and was 
held out at the Hometown Buffet in Tigard.  The three Ernsts, the two Jacobs, and Dan Burch were in attendance.  Later 
in the month Brent and Dan hooked up at a local coffee shop to discuss some Camp/Confederate interests that they 
share.  More members should have more of these informal get-togethers!  They strengthen our ties and stoke the fires! 
 

Future Camp Event Needs Planning - Confederate Memorial Day will be here in April, let’s start planning now for a 
professional, respectful, and successful memorial service that will be advertised and open to the public! 

Camp 458 News 
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Davis Statue May Be Moving On - A statue of Confederate President Jefferson Davis apparently won't stand -- or be 
stored -- at the American Civil War Center, after all.  The Sons of Confederate Veterans are talking to two other sites 
about the life-size bronze statue after talks with the American Civil War Center at Tredegar Iron Works broke down, 
said Brag Bowling, a Richmond resident and board member of the Southern heritage group.  The Sons of Confederate 
Veterans had offered to donate the statue, and museum officials had said they would accept it. That decision, however, 
came with no guarantee of where or whether the statue might be displayed or how it might be interpreted.  Bowling said 
yesterday that's not good enough.  "As a steward of SCV money, I'm not going to take that risk, where it might not be 
displayed or it might be made in a way that denigrates the intent of the statue," he said. "Theoretically, they could take 
the thing and melt it down. I think Richmond has missed an opportunity to open up the sesquicentennial of the Civil 
War."  Christy S. Coleman, museum president, said she considers the matter closed even though the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans left open the possibility of a temporary loan. She said she doubts that will happen because, under the museum's 
collections policy, officials would still not guarantee how the statue might be used.  Coleman said she would have pre-
ferred for the group to have talked to museum officials about a potential gift before offering the statue. "If you're really 
trying to help an organization, you're looking at what the organization's needs are."  The American Civil War Center 
opened in 2006 to tell the story of the Civil War and its causes, conduct and legacies from the Union, Confederate and 
African-American perspectives.  Bowling had hoped the piece would be displayed and interpreted, and used to educate 
the public about Davis and to attract visitors to the museum. After museum officials announced they would accept the 
statue, Coleman said it might be helpful in showing how the Civil War is remembered.  The statue, by Gary Casteel of 
Lexington, depicts the Confederate leader standing with his son Joe and with Jim Limber, a mixed-race orphan who was 
taken in by the Davis family. The statue will cost more than $100,000 and is scheduled to be complete this month.  
Bowling said he isn't interested in questioning the motives of museum officials or in participating in a fight like the one 
in 2003, when a statue of Abraham Lincoln was placed at Tredegar over protests of the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  
Bowling said he's now talking to two other sites about the statue, but he declined to name them. He said he had hoped to 
unveil the statue in Richmond on Feb. 22 -- to mark the anniversary of Davis' inaugural address at Capitol Square. An-
other option is to present it June 3 to commemorate Davis' birthday.  "This is not some piece of junk. This is a really fine 
statue," Bowling said. "We'll take it where we aren't hamstrung by policies."    (By WILL JONES, TIMES-DISPATCH STAFF WRITER) 
 

Confederate Statue To Be Joined By Civil Rights Exhibits - The statue of a lone Confederate soldier at the edge of 
the University of Louisville campus is going to be surrounded with exhibits honoring the civil rights movement as part 
of a new Freedom Park.  The rebel soldier has stood sentinel for 113 years, the result of an 1895 project by the Women's 
Confederate Monument Association. Gov. Steve Beshear and university officials announced last week that just over $2 
million has been secured to develop the park on a 1-acre triangular plot.  Artist Ed Hamilton has been commissioned to 
produce a statue about the civil rights movement, but says the Confederate monument should be allowed to remain.  Uni-
versity chief of staff, Kathleen Smith, says the funding does not include money for Hamilton's sculpture, but adds that a 
private donor is "very interested" in putting up $500,000.                (Read more at:  www.kentucky.com/news/state/story/603618.html) 

News From Around The Confederation 

Annual Camp Christmas Party! 

   Saturday, December 6th at 6:00PM 
Powellhurst Baptist Church 

Located at 3435 SE 112th in Portland 
(SE Powell & SE 112th Ave.) 

 

This year’s Christmas party will be a potluck! 
Please register with Commander Norm Ernst at  
503-234-7930 or at schnitzellover@yahoo.com 

with what food you’ll be bringing and how many 
guests will be attending. 

 

Also, as we’re saving a few bucks by making this a potluck instead 
of having this event catered, like years’ past, we should give a little 
to the church for the use of their facilities.  But in lieu of any cash, 

please bring a few cans of food to donate towards the church pantry! 
 

(Children and alcohol are both OK to bring, just don’t mix ‘em together though) 
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November Camp Meeting Speaker:  Brent Jacobs—Public Relations 
   Compatriot Brent Jacobs gave the first in a series of classes that were organized by the newly 
formed Camp Education Committee.  These lectures and programs will help to educate the Camp 
membership on fundamental issues that will make us more effective representatives of the SCV, 
better educators of Southern history, more successful recruiters, and will act to strengthen the Camp 
towards our common Cause.  These classes will be held every-other month at our regularly sched-
uled monthly meetings.  The in-between months will have guest-speakers and will be more centered 
around historical topics.  Commander Ernst will be providing all members with a binder at the Janu-
ary class, and handouts from each of the classes can be placed in them for future reference. 
   Brent’s program was on the very large, and extremely vital, topic of public relations.  First, he 
covered our mission in regard to public relations, both internally and externally, and examined the 
responsibilities that each member has as members of the SCV, as well as descendants of Confeder-

ate soldiers.  Good PR has the potential to educate the public, of course, but can also instill pride and promote participation 
within our own ranks.  Being completely open with the public, as well as the local media, will build trust and confidence, 
and also has the added benefit of mandating good relations between our members, as well as raising the personal standards 
of each of us within the Camp.   
   There are many positive public relations tools at our disposal.  Brent expanded upon the methods usually thought of 
when PR is discussed, and gave many new ideas that the Camp has not yet implemented.  One of the first things we can do 
as a Camp is reach out to other Camps all across the country to see what has worked (and hasn’t worked) for them.  
Strengthening the bonds that already exist with Camps in the northwest is important, too.  There is strength in numbers!   
   As we continue to expand our recruiting ventures at gun-shows, reenactments, and the like, we need to also follow 
through with our idea to create our own educational aids, in the form of pamphlets, brochures, etc.  These items are not 
simply recruiting tools, but can also be educational aids.  Our goal should not be just to recruit like-minded folks, but to 
also educate the general public, especially in such a historically-challenged politically-correct part of the country.  Also, as 
we do more of these classes about the SCV, the Confederacy, and Southern history and heritage, we should create perma-
nent programs and lectures on each of these topics, together with the appropriate props, so that any member could perform 
any of these programs at any event of their choosing at any time.  Our Camp hasn’t been too involved in giving speeches, 
programs, or lectures at round-tables, with other historical groups, community events, etc, and this is a prime PR opportu-
nity that has been overlooked thus far.  The more interactive and less tedious programs would be great for classroom pres-
entations.  We should not overlook the infinite number of students that we can reach in high school history classes.  Our 
public relations goals cannot strictly be limited to SCV, or even Confederate, topics.  We must educate our community 
about all things Southern.  It’s not just anything and everything Confederate that is threatened, we are losing our Southern 
culture along with our Southern heritage every single day. 
   Now as for the typical PR avenues, our Camp has only tread very lightly into the world of TV and newspapers so far, and 
this has been only as a result of the media seeking us out for particular reasons.  We should endeavor to hold more events, 
and all Camp events, including monthly meetings, memorial services, conventions, picnics, etc, should be made public.  In 
addition, as it states in the SCV Public Affairs Manual, we should share our victories.  Local media outlets can generate far 
more exposure for us than we can hope to achieve on our own, and it’s free.  But we can’t expect them to come to us, and 
when they do they control the direction of the story.  Our Camp should submit our own press releases, submit our own sto-
ries, and contact the media when it is advantageous to us, not the other way around. 
   Our Camp has also been remiss when it comes to building relationships with local or state politicians.  This has got to 
change, as well.  Conservative politicians, especially in rural areas, will probably be very interested in supporting our ef-
forts to honor Oregon’s Confederate veterans, and might even be willing to assist us in preserving the remnants of South-
ern history and heritage that helped shape the state of Oregon.  Developing positive relationships with friendly and accessi-
ble members of government, at any level, can only be beneficial.  We should start by inviting specific local politicians to 
Camp functions, especially conventions and memorial services, and push for proclamations honoring the Confederate vet-
erans buried here in Oregon. 
   Brent also highlighted all of the resources we have at our disposal.  From our own website, to the national website with 
all of its information, forms, documents, etc.  The Camp Handbook is online in its entirety, as is the SCV Constitution.  
Similarly, the Public Affairs Manual along with its sample press releases and The Gray Book are also excellent resources.  
And we also have our Camp Yahoo Group at our disposal.  Meeting minutes are posted there, conversations on important 
Camp issues can be discussed in depth on our own time, and much more. 
   Lastly, the easiest and often times most effective daily PR tool at our disposal is ourselves.  Let everyone know about the 
SCV and our Cause every day.   Wear your SCV pin, iron an SCV patch onto your jacket, sport an SCV hat, put an SCV 
bumper-sticker on your car, and/or fly a Confederate flag!  Be prepared, be proud, be and be proactive! 

Brent Jacobs 
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A while back, Adjutant Glen Edens had a great idea for the Camp newsletter, where a specific hot-topic question on either 
current-events or historical in nature, would be posed to Camp members and/or Camp friends, and their answers would be 
published in the Bayonet.  With the recent Presidential election in our country, it seemed only appropriate to ask a few 
members their thoughts on how the new Presidential Administration might potentially affect our organization and what we 
stand for.  This month’s question is, “Keeping political parties out of your answer, what impact do you think the election 
of Obama will have on our Confederate Cause and our Confederate symbols such as our flag?"   
 
 
First Amendment 
Watch for our basic freedom of speech and expression to be challenged.  Watch for free speech to be re-characterized as 
hate speech. 
Second Amendment 
Watch for the erosion of our basic rights to bear arms.  Watch for a higher level of compassion to be extended to the crimi-
nal (after all, our government has failed to properly educate, feed and house the criminals).  Watch what happens to the law 
abiding citizen who defends his family and home from violence ! 
Third Amendment 
Watch for Obama’s civilian home security force he talks of.  Read up on Hitler’s "brown shirts", and by all means don't let 
them in your house. 
Fourth Amendment 
Watch for the liberal issue of warrants against Obama’s political opponents.  Watch for the SCV and UDC to become more 
easily associated with hate groups.  Watch for the Islamo-Fascists to be fully protected as another disadvantaged minority 
group. 
Fifth Amendment 
Last year a elderly man acquitted from charges of a KKK murder which took place in the 1960's was retried for the same 
offense 40 years later (this should be a violation of the fifth Amendment).  Watch for the witch hunts to begin. 
Sixth Amendment 
Forget about your right to a speedy trial once you have been branded as a hate group.  The federal government will simply 
do what ever it wants for as long as it takes. 
Seventh Amendment 
Watch for those seeking civil damages from the so called hate groups, and don't expect the Federal government to respect 
the authority of the civil court if they don't like the rulings of the local jury. 
Eighth Amendment 
Watch for fines and excessive bail used for those who can be prosecuted for violations now related to the new politically-
correct interpretation of laws intended to restrict our second Amendment rights. 
Ninth Amendment 
Watch for certain rights as enumerated by the Constitution to be construed as to deny or disparage the rights of others 
(such as the newly defined hate groups). 
Tenth Amendment 
We lost the rights guaranteed in the tenth Amendment at Appomattox. 
 

J.R.—Vancouver, WA 
 
 
As straight forward as I can be, I emphatically believe that Obama's Presidency will have a direct impact on our Cause in 
an adverse way.  I know that we are facing a fierce adversary, one who will apparently desire to be politically-correct to all 
except the SCV and our Heritage.  We most likely will face a government order to haul down our flags and our monuments 
will be destroyed.  
Our Ancestor's stood against the onslaught because they were totally dedicated to the defense of the values, morals and 
their way of life.  They faced certain death.  Many thousands were slaughtered, horribly wounded and disfigured.  Many 
suffered known and untold miseries in prisons at the hands of their captors.   
Where will we be when our adversaries come at us full-tilt?  They will treat us openly as a cancerous sore on society.  Will 
we have the guts to stand up against this adversity?  Our ancestors did not fail even though they lost the war.  Will we  
carry our Standard high in the face of certain economic loss, imprisonment and possibly death?  Overdone?  Over thought?  
I think not and all I ask of you ....is to consider it ! 
 

Glen L. Edens—Condon, OR 

Question of the Month:  Compatriot Perspectives On the President-Elect 
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Who better to answer the question of what impact the new President will have on our Confederate Cause and symbols than 
President-elect Obama himself.  On April 26 of this year, Barak Obama attended a debate with several other candidates, at 
historically black South Carolina University.  When the moderator asked where it might be appropriate to display the sym-
bol of the Confederate States of America, then Senator Obama answered this question in no uncertain terms.  He stated, “in 
a museum.”  In a museum?  Vice President-elect Joe Biden offered his opinion of the Confederate flag at a King Day 
NAACP march and rally on January 15, 2007 at the Columbia SC Statehouse.  “If I were a state legislature,” Biden said, 
“I’d vote for it to move off the grounds – out of state.”  He went on to say that he expects legislatures to eventually move 
the flag, pointing to his heart, “as people become more and more aware of what it means to African-Americans here.  This is 
only a matter of time.” 
The Confederate flag belongs in a museum?  It should be removed out of the State of South Carolina??  These are not en-
couraging words from the Obama Administration for people like us who cherish the heritage, courage, and sacrifice the 
Confederate flags represent.  It is sad that a campaign which expressed that “Change can happen,” and strove to offer inclu-
sion for all Americans, (no red or blue states but the United States) had bought into the same old tired attacks on our Con-
federate heritage and symbols by segments of our society which tend to divide us.  This is discouraging.  But the other side 
of the coin is this:  this is nothing new.  We have been down this road before as have our forefathers who came before us.  
We know what to do – educate, educate, educate! 
I am not upset or angry at President-elect Obama’s or Vice President-elect Biden’s reaction to the Confederate Flag contro-
versy in South Carolina.  And neither should the rest of us.  We should realize that they are both, good sincere, patriotic men 
who want the best for their country and her people.  We realize also that they are politicians and the more “political correct” 
a politician is, the more votes he generates.  No, President-elect Obama and his administration subscribe to the same version 
of history that the majority of the folks around subscribe to.  This only means we have some work to do.  Our Camp website 
declares; “…SCV Camp #458 mans the frontline in protecting Confederate heritage and preserving Southern traditions in 
the Pacific Northwest.”  This is a great responsibility we have.  By our membership in Camp #458, we represent the truth of 
what the Confederacy stood for…  “To you Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause for 
which we fought”.  That’s us!  We are it.  Camp #458 can be proud of the fact that we are endeavoring to fulfill the Charge 
given to us one hundred and two years ago.  “To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier’s good 
name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and 
which you love also, and those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish.”  Do we love these principles?  
Do we love his history and his virtues?  Do we cherish these ideals?  If we truly do, are we willing to step up to the plate?   
These principles and ideals are what the Confederate flags, (yes, there’s more than just the battle flag or naval jack, Mr. 
President-elect) stands for.  Certain hate groups have hijacked our symbols to promote their gospel of division and lies.  In 
so doing, the general population have associated our Confederate symbols with ugly racism.  Nothing could be further from 
the truth.  It’s our duty to take back these symbols so that people (and Presidents) can understand what these symbols mean. 
How do we educate the people around us in the truth of our heritage and symbols?  It starts with us.  We all need to know 
what we believe.  We can start by making every effort to attend our monthly meetings. Compatriot Gary Johnson is Chair-
man of our Education Committee.  He is setting up bi-monthly classes which members of our Camp will take turns present-
ing on how to respond to commonly asked questions and misinformation we may run across, as well as different aspects of 
our heritage and history.  These classes promise to offer a wealth of information.  If you have an idea for a class, contact 
Gary and discuss it with him.  Step up to the plate.   
We can talk to each other.  We have a wonderful tool, the Yahoo Group, which is seldom used by the membership, (myself 
included).  This is a great way to run a question or comment by the entire Camp and keep in touch.  If you’re not a part of 
this group, contact Compatriot Bryan Jacobs.  He does something magical and then you’re in!  Step up to the plate.   
Read and research on our own.  It may be a bit of effort on our parts, but in order to educate the populace, we must be edu-
cated first.  We must first take the responsibility to know what we stand for.  Step up to the plate.   
I am looking at a bumper sticker I have propped up on my desk as I write this.  It has an elongated version of the Confeder-
ate battle flag pictured on it and declares that it is heritage not hate!  To those hate groups who have STOLEN the symbols 
of a proud and free people who fought to repel an invasion of their homeland, through the power of education, we WILL 
take our symbols back!  To those groups who have been taught erroneously that the Confederate flag is a negative symbol 
of hatred and violence, we want to educate you in kindness that this flag DOES stand for ideals and principles which you 
and ALL Americans can cherish.    
Some opinions will change through our efforts.  Others of course, will not.  That’s ok.  Don’t be discouraged.  As my 
mother would say, we can disagree and still be agreeable.  That’s change I can believe in!  The Confederate flag belongs in 
a museum?  What do you think?  
 

Dan Burch—Tualatin, OR 

Question of the Month:  Compatriot Perspectives On the President-Elect 
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Your question is a good one.  The election of Barack Hussein Obama is the election of a Chicago political machine poli-
tician and his activist wife (the one who said recently that a certain event was the first time in her life that she had been 
proud to be an American.)  Sen. Obama himself  apparently refuses to salute the American flag.  With these credentials, 
Sen. Obama's outlook on the Confederate Cause and Confederate symbols such as our flags, is likely to be more antago-
nistic than the average misinformed politician. 
The Confederate Cause and the American history preceding and following the War Between the States, as well as the 
War itself have been carefully manipulated by the victors and fed to the school children of America ever since.  And, an 
enormous number of factors such as the absolute Southern right to secede, Lincoln's arresting and jailing of citizen dis-
senters of his war policy, Lincoln's closure of many critical free presses and Lincoln's suppression of habeas corpus 
rights to make only his call for war the only call heard.  The self-justifying northern version of American history is what 
we Southrons have always faced in trying to get a fair consideration of a time of great hardship imposed on half of the 
country and made even more painful by the imposition of 12 years of martial law (the possibility of which the liberals 
today, we note with some irony, are wringing their hands). 
So, no, I don't think we will get any fairer consideration than in the recent past and I think that any festering antagonisms 
or sense of entitlements (e.g. slave reparations) are more likely to surface now than before.   I would not be surprised to 
see more demands for removal of Confederate monuments, changes of Confederate place names and, even, desecration 
of these things.  I hope that isn't the case but I see no more support for reason or justice in the future than we have had 
lately and, possibly, much less. 
 

R. Stephen Dorsey—Dexter, OR 
 
This is a most intriguing question.  I must admit that I have thought about this very question a number of times previous 
to the election.  Strangely enough, and possibly contrary to the opinion of many others, I am very hopeful and optimistic 
about the future of our Confederate concerns under the new administration.  Why?  Simple.  I don't buy into the idea that 
because the President Elect has a portion of African blood in his veins that our cause is doomed and that our history and 
legacies will be squashed.  That may be the mission of other radicals, but I don't think that that is Obama.  Now, don’t 
stop reading here.  I’m not an Obama supporter.  But, in short order he will be our President and as such must do his ut-
most to protect our American history, serve the American people, and include all Americans in their respective and 
rightful places in our society.  We, as Confederate Americans, represent a minority that must be recognized, as all 
American minorities that have such an important role in American history should.  My feeling is that we will have a bet-
ter time protecting our Confederate past, present, and future under a President who can relate to minority issues rather 
than his opponent who proved his commitment to Confederate issues by flipping on the 'issue' of the Battle Flag flying 
over the South Carolina Capitol building.  Now here's the hard part: It is we who must present ourselves in a manner 
worthy of being considered seriously.  If we insist on fighting our way we are sure to be met with equal force.  However, 
if we present ourselves as who we really are, the descendants of Confederate soldiers, the caretakers of that part of 
American history, and do so in the manner bestowed upon us by our noble ancestors, then we should be welcomed with 
a much more generous and helpful spirit.  History speaks for itself.  It is quite apparent that there are some people who 
would rather not deal with our part of American history.  That mentality is actually quite irrelevant.  The facts are that 
we are who we are.  Simply because one finds our history distasteful does not change the fact that we are here in the 
modern day.  We are the legacy of our forefathers just as much as an Ellis Island immigrant, a descendant of a Union 
soldier, or a legacy of a Mayflower passenger.  I for one am encouraged rather than discouraged at the prospect of not 
only keeping our Cause intact, but furthering it as much as we can in regards to accurate history, heritage defense, and 
monument and graveyard protection.  And, yes... I am still optimistic about flying our symbols.. 
 

Bryan Jacobs—Portland, OR 
 
I don’t know how much Obama himself will have to do with an increase in the number of attacks or the intensity of the 
attacks on our Confederate heritage and symbols, but he sure won’t stand in the way of the onslaught.  My fear is that the 
vicious, vile and vindictive uber-liberals will now be more empowered and emboldened than ever to launch their hateful 
attacks.  And make no mistake, this “peace and love” crowd who ram their version of “tolerance” down our throats have 
neither love nor tolerance on their mind when it comes to anything or anyone different from them, i.e. Confederate, con-
servative, Christian, etc.  Our very freedoms and rights are at stake and they use them against us.  Their agenda has been 
made clear, and now they will feel that they have a mandate to carry out their anti-Confederate holocaust.  Fix bayonets! 
 

Brent Jacobs—Portland, OR 
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   In the July/August issue of the Confederate Veteran magazine, outgoing Lt CIC Ron 
Casteel wrote his final report on the subject of member retention.  In his article he refer-
enced the old adage, “We have met the enemy, and he is us”, and proceeded to explain 
exactly why he felt that way and what the SCV membership needs to do to change this 
cancer-like problem.  In the following CV magazine, compatriot Tom Oliver of Camp 
129 in Waco, Texas states that he, “was overcome with anger while reading [Casteel’s] 
column” in his Letter-to-the-Editor.  In the same piece, compatriot Oliver comes clean 
with the fact that he is, in his own words, “a rear ranker of modest contribution”!  So, as 
Tom kicked back in the Texas hill-country with his sweet-tea and rose-colored glasses, 
Lt CIC Casteel (and two-administration past national Chief-of-Staff) was actively serv-
ing on the frontlines.  Ron was in the trenches, attending different SCV and Confederate
-related activities all over the country, filming documentaries, recording radio spots, 
drafting recruiting materials, actively fighting for our heritage, engaged neck-deep in 
the Camp, Division, Army and National internal politics of this organization, and much 
more.  He saw first-hand how often tensions needlessly flare up between Camp mem-
bers, how petty the squabbles usually are, and how harshly this nonsense can negatively 
impact the SCV, both internally and externally.  Ron has also had to sit in on and deal 
with a ridiculous number of these infantile gripes and complaints that were continuously 

brought before the GEC these past several years.  Grievances that should have been handled by grown men at the Camp 
level, and never at the national level.  There were times when the GEC met in closed door sessions to hear testimony on 
cases of “name-calling”!  Seriously, Camp members had become so bull-headed and juvenile that their petty spats had 
become classic passive-aggressive tit-for-tat playground antics.  Usually these disappointing exchanges between compa-
triots were over very simple and childish disagreements.  Our elected SCV officials traveled across the country for quar-
terly meetings, at their own expense, to face issues of serious political, legal, and financial importance to this organiza-
tion and its future, and would then have to waste their valuable time and energy on trumped-up disciplinary reviews be-
cause Billy Bob back in Alabama had called his Commander a “smart ass”, or something.  Maybe it was for good rea-
son, but neither the name-caller or the member who files charges and runs to the GEC is behaving like a gentleman or 
bringing honor upon his ancestors!   Our elected representatives such as compatriot Casteel see a side of the SCV that is 
ugly, and that many members are ignorant of, or actively ignore. 
   After spending a dozen years building Camps, creating some serious media packages, helping save monuments and 
cemeteries, attending countless memorial services and conventions, and seeing what great things the SCV is capable of 
accomplishing, I too would be very disappointed in the members who actively chose to squabble like little kids instead 
of being men and hammering out their seemingly trivial differences.  And the sheer volume of these kinds of internal 
spats, the viciousness that could be displayed, and the alarming frequency of members attacking other members is a huge 
problem within our organization.  Lt CIC Casteel is not alone in witnessing these silly events, and though many mem-
bers have hinted at this issue before in different mediums, I cannot recall a member of such rank and stature dealing with 
the problem head-on.  Ron Casteel should be commended, because most folks who become aware of all the  petty poli-
tics and negative discord within our ranks, as our national membership numbers continually prove, simply walk out or 
fade away.   Our membership nationally has hovered around 30,000 for more than a decade, while more than 50,000 
members have joined and not renewed their memberships in that same period of time!  Something is wrong! 
   Compatriot Oliver goes on to claim that internal dissention in the organization is a good thing!  He then attempts to 
draw parallels between the “dissenters” who fought in the American Revolution and the dissenters within the SCV!  
What Mr. Oliver is seemingly forgetting, is that the “dissenters” of 1776 were throwing off the chains of English oppres-
sion, as our Confederate forebears attempted to throw off the chains of Federal oppression of the Southern states.  They 
were not dissenting or quarrelsome towards each other, and that’s what Compatriot Casteel was pointing out!  The inter-
nal dissention must cease, it is the single biggest issue affecting retention of members in our organization.  Nothing good 
can come of internal arguing, squabbling, and/or name-calling.  New members don’t feel accepted, members in their first 
year or two with the SCV often become disgusted with the petty politics and power-trips of their peers, and long-term 
members who aren’t active often just sit back and watch the fireworks without doing anything about it.  Complacency 
and complicity are just as damaging!  A united membership of committed brothers-in-arms with a common purpose, 
common principles, and common goals is the only way in which we can successfully stop the continual revolving door 
of members-in/members-out.  We may not like it, but Lt CIC Casteel’s observations should be closely examined and 
respected.  He has served at the national level longer than many members have been in the SCV, and has   (continued� ) 
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Past Lt-CIC Ron Casteel 
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been one of the single most active members in the organization.  Though his message of “We have met the enemy, and 
he is us” may seem harsh, it is clear that Ron has only the best interests of the SCV at heart and wishes nothing more 
than success for our organization!  His article was honest, genuine, and did not presume to espouse bitterness, but to fo-
cus awareness on a vital issue that is killing our Cause.  Compatriot Oliver’s utopian view of things and knee-jerk reac-
tion towards Lt CIC Casteel’s well-intended article is sad.  Now is not the time for idealism; the blinders must come off. 
   Towards the end of Compatriot Oliver’s letter, he also claims that the Confederate Battle-flag has become, “more of a 
liability than a cherished asset”!  That statement speaks clearly of Mr. Oliver’s “PC” mindset.  When we ourselves strike 
the colors, we might as well strike the tent!  Time and time again different members like Mr. Oliver have come forward 
with these idealistic ill-conceived notions.  How on earth can dissention with your fellow compatriots and hiding the flag 
of your Confederate ancestors ever be considered right, honorable, or proper?  And, why on earth would a prospective 
member or a new member want to remain in, or become actively involved with, an organization whose members bicker 
and backstab?  The simple truth is that there are personality issues, petty power-trips, and ideological differences that 
happen in most Camps.  What we can’t afford to do is turn a blind eye.  These issues must be dealt with proactively.   
   What we can do though, is all learn some valuable lessons here, and commit to continue facing these regrettable issues, 
fighting the dissention, and always keep moving forward united and confident...and proud of our Cause and our flag!   

   By Rhonda R. McClure and Debra R. Newhold—Robert E. Lee perpetuated a family legacy of fierce independence 
begun by his temperamental father.  When Robert E. Lee turned down the chance to lead the U.S. Army and instead 
sided with his fellow Virginians during the “Civil War”, he exhibited an inclination to challenge governmental intrusion 
in local affairs that he inherited from his father Henry Lee III, a Revolutionary War hero.  That he did so with a heavy 
heart and a fear that the South had launched a mistaken revolution reveals much about his familial sense of duty and 
honor.  With his wife, Mary Anna Rudolph Custis (Martha Washington’s great-granddaughter), Lee raised four daugh-
ters and three sons with strict attention to Christian morals and an insistence on self-denial.  He also passed on a family 
streak of strong-willed determination.   
 

FATHER  Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee III (1756-1818) 
Skilled but temperamental Revolutionary War cavalry officer.  Lost a fortune in land speculation and sent to debtors’ 
prison.  Savagely beaten and left for dead for defending an anti-war newspaper publisher in Baltimore during the War of 
1812.  Went into exile in the Caribbean in 1813 to escape his creditors. 
 

Robert E. Lee (1807-1870) 
Resigned his U.S. Army commission to become commander of the Army of Northern Virginia during the “Civil War”.  
Opposed secession, but felt honor-bound to defend his home state. 
 

ELDEST SON  George Washington “Custis” Lee (1832-1913) 
Graduated first in his class at West Point, then joined the Confederate Army in 1861.  Served Confederate President Jef-
ferson Davis as Aide-de-Camp and rose to the rank of Brigadier General.  Unsuccessfully offered to take his brother 
Rooney’s place as a POW so Rooney could go home to his dying wife.  Succeeded his late father in 1871 as President of 
Washington College, then renamed Washington and Lee University. 
 

ELDEST DAUGHTER  Mary Custis Lee (1835-1918) 
Outspoken and independent.  Spent much of her adult life traveling the world.  Reported to be in Constantinople during 
the Young Turks rebellion in 1909 and in Europe in 1914 at the start of World War I.  Made international headlines in 
1902 when she was arrested in Alexandria, Virginia, for sitting in the blacks-only section of a segregated streetcar. 
 

SON  William Henry Fitzhugh “Rooney” Lee (1837-1891) 
Left the U.S. Army in 1859 and joined the Virginia cavalry as an officer at the start of the “Civil war”.  Captured at his 
wife’s family home in 1863 while recovering from a wound sustained at the Battle of Brandy Station and held as a POW 
for nine months under threat of execution before being exchanged.  Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 
1886. 
 

SON  Robert E. “Rob” Lee Jr. (1843-1916) 
Left the University of Virginia in 1861 against his father’s wishes and joined the Rockbridge Artillery.  Promoted to 
Captain and assigned as an aide to his brother Custis.  Published “Recollections and Letters of General Robert E. Lee”  
in 1904, valued for its insights into the life of the South’s greatest General. 

Robert E. Lee’s Family:  Duty, Honor and Stubborn Defiance  
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Post The Colors:  Column of the Camp Color Sergeant 

   The Isaac W. Smith Color Guard is now a reality!  Well…on paper any-
way.  Welcome to the inaugural column of Post the Colors!  As Camp 
Color Sergeant, I would like to use this space to discuss matters related to 
the Isaac W. Smith Color Guard and our National and Confederate flag 
heritage.  I’m excited to be able to research and learn a thing or two and 
possibly share a tidbit with you, my fellow compatriots.  But first things 
first.  We have a long way to go and a lot to do to bring our Color Guard 
up to speed.   
   On May 3, 2008, then-Commander Glen Edens established a Color 
Guard Committee to explore the feasibility of establishing a Camp Color 
Guard whose duty it would be to represent our Camp at functions and 
events where a flag ceremony is needed.  We were also charged to serve as 
an effective educational arm of our camp, in which to educate and 
enlighten the general public at large with a dignified, professional and his-
torically accurate portrayal of the Confederate soldier.  Sounds good.  But 
that is the easy part.  Now the work begins.  We have drill to learn, flag 
etiquette to refresh ourselves with and memorize, expensive uniforms to 
purchase, and eventually period weaponry to familiarize ourselves with 
and manual of arms to learn.  Not impossible tasks for us by any stretch of 
the imagination, but certainly it won’t be a walk in the park.  You notice I 
used the word “work,” And that’s exactly what it will take to establish a 
professional well drilled, well disciplined color guard.  Are we up to it?  It 
is not an exaggeration when I say it will take a whole lot of sweat and even 
more treasure to create the Color Guard I envision.   
   Two words I want to leave with you. The first one is commitment.  As 
members of our Camp’s Color Guard, it will take nothing less than a co-
lossal effort to accomplish our self imposed objectives.  Commitment.  I 
cannot stress this enough.  Are you committed to spending hundreds of 
dollars on an authentic looking uniform?  Are you committed to practice 
drill 2, 3, maybe 4 hours a week?  Are you willing to count the cost?  And 

in order to be an excellent Color Guard it will be costly.  Not only members of the Color Guard, but the membership as 
well.  We need your support.  We need your encouragement.  A kind word once in a while means so much.  A thank 
you.  If you feel compelled to help financially in the purchase of uniforms and accruements that would be very gratefully 
accepted also.  But more importantly, just to know that our Camp stands with us means so much.  Do you have our 
back?   
The second word I want you to remember is patience.  The pomp and circumstances of parades and dedications will not 
happen overnight.  That goes without saying.  But it will happen, if we commit to making it happen.  Color Guard mem-
bers, be patient with yourselves.  When that facing movement looks just plain stupid, and you can’t march in step to save 
your life, be patient.  Compatriots, be patient with your Color Guard.  We will make you proud…just maybe not right 
away. 
   One of the most honored positions and duties that could be bestowed upon a Confederate soldier by his commander 
and comrades was to carry his unit’s colors and battle flag into battle.  It was a duty that these brave soldiers took seri-
ously because not only did they realize that their unit was depending on them to care for and protect their most sacred 
items, but these soldiers also realized that once they accepted the position as a color bearer, that they were most likely 
volunteering to sacrifice their own life when the battle began.  Our ancestors who carried the battle flag in battle were 
the bravest of the brave.  Fortunately, the guns our silent, but the responsibility is the same.  We have the honor to carry 
our Camp Flag and colors.  It’s an honor we will take very seriously and thank you for the opportunity. 
 
The Camp 458 flag is a copy of the original prototype of “Beauregard’s battle-flag”, which became the world famous and 
much revered battle-flag of the Army of Northern Virginia.  The three original silk prototype flags with their twelve large gold
-painted stars were made by Hetty, Jennie, and Constance Cary of Richmond, Virginia, and presented to Generals P.G.T. 
Beauregard, J.E. Johnston, and Van Dorn in the winter of 1861.  The Camp flag is the same in all respects, though made of 
heavier satin instead of lightweight silk.  It was chosen as our Camp flag as it is the earliest ANV battle-flag, it represents our 
commitment to the flag and the Cause it stands for since its inception, and Smith’s entire Confederate service was in the ANV. 

Col. Isaac W. Smith 458 Camp Flag 



 

   Nearly 300 members of the general public and invited guests attended a Delaware Confederate soldiers’ 
monument unveiling ceremony sponsored jointly by the United Daughters of the Confederacy "Caleb Ross" 
Chapter #2635, and the "Delaware Grays", Sons of Confederate Veterans Camp #2068 on May 12th. 
   The monument features the names of over 70 Delawareans who fought in Southern Armies or supported the 
Confederate war effort including Lt. General Leonidas Polk and Delaware Governor William Henry Harrison 
Ross. There is a 9 foot obelisk and it is flanked by 25 foot flag poles on each side, one featuring the Delaware 
flag and the other featuring the Confederate battle flag. A Confederate battle flag is inscribed upon the obelisk 
and features a 14th star – for Delaware. 
   The day’s highlights of the dedication ceremony included proclamations by Georgetown, Delaware Mayor 
Mike Wyatt and Delaware Governor Ruth Ann Minner declaring that May 12-18 was “Confederate History and 
Heritage Week” in the town and throughout the state of Delaware.  There were musket volleys, cannon salutes, a 
wreath laying ceremony, and descendants of several of the soldiers on hand to witness the event. Dirt from each 
of the Confederate states was spread at the base of the monument to give it a firm foundation in Southern soil.  
   Delaware, a border state during the war, never left the Union, but it is estimated up to as many as 2,000 of her 
native sons joined Southern armies.  There are monuments honoring those who joined the Federal armies, at 
Gettysburg and Sharpsburg Battlefields as well as other places, but none – until now – recognizing the sacrifices 
of Delawareans who supported the Cause of independence and efforts of the Confederate States between 1861-
1865. 
   More names of many Delaware’s Confederate soldiers will be added to the monument as research reveals their 
identities. Anyone with names of possible Delaware Confederate soldiers is asked to contact the Monument 
Committee through the “Delaware Grays” website at www.DESCV.org. 
   The monument is located at the non-profit Nutter B. Marvel Museum, 510 South Bedford Street, Georgetown.   


