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   The Jefferson Davis Highway marker that used to reside at the Canadian border in Peace 
Arch Park, near Blaine, Washington, is now back in friendly hands.  After six long years, 
the “Blaine marker”, removed by the State of Washington back in 2002, has now been 
installed at Jefferson Davis Park north of Vancouver along with its sister marker.  The 
“Vancouver marker” was similarly removed several years ago by historically-challenged 
politicians who remain willfully ignorant of the contributions of Jefferson Davis, as well 
as hundreds of Confederate veterans, to the pacific-northwest.  Our park has helped to 
preserve their legacy, honor their memories, and save history! 
   The Washington State Parks Department transported the marker all the way down from 
Blaine at their own expense, and the cost to have the marker installed in concrete to help 
keep it safe was donated by a generous Camp member.  Now, the only thing left to do is to 
find the Blaine maker a permanent home back up in Whatcom County!  That job will 
hopefully be done, with our help, by members of the Olympia and/or Seattle SCV Camps. 
   Whew, these two markers sure have caused some grief over the years!  Who ever would 
have thought these seemingly benign stone markers would have caused so much heartburn 
with the respective local politicians, as well as to have caused so much consternation even 
within our own Confederate heritage organizations.  Thanks be to God this battle is won! 

The “Blaine Jefferson Davis Hwy Marker” (on the right) being set into concrete 
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Camp Officers 
   Do you ever have the feeling that you and your opinions really don’t make a difference?  
Since it’s an election year (and no, I’m not going to make an endorsement here) it’s easy to 
have the attitude that your one small vote really doesn’t matter much.  But when you look 
back on recent elections and how close the voting count was it should cause us to realize 
that one vote really does matter.   
   In also easy for us to have a similar attitude about our involvement with the SCV.  How 
can my one voice or opinion make a difference?  How can I really make an impact in de-
fending our Confederate heritage?  I just want to point out a few areas in which we as indi-
viduals can make an impact. 
1. Recruiting at local gun shows.  Of course you all know that this one is close to my heart 
because it has been an area I’m passionate about.  But my experience has been that there is 
a lot of unreached folks out there who are interested in what we have to say.  They are ei-
ther from the south or have family from there.  Some even know who their Confederate 
ancestors are.  Some merely look at the war as “the north won…the south lost…now let’s 
all just move on”.  Being at the gun show booth is an opportunity to tell about our camp, 
talk about the War of Northern Aggression from a southern perspective and hopefully dis-
pel some myths.  While we haven’t seen overwhelming results from our recruiting efforts, 
we have received some new members as a result of contacts we’ve made at the shows.  
Most of all and perhaps most important is we have given the public an opportunity to hear 
a different viewpoint, one they certainly won’t hear in the media or anywhere else.  I 
would encourage each one of you to take part in manning the booth at the gun show if you 
are able. 
2. Engage the public in discussion about our heritage.  This one takes a little more boldness 
to work.  It could be something as simple as wearing an SCV pin or patch on your cloth-
ing.  You don’t have to wear a huge battleflag on your tee shirt to grab someone’s atten-
tion.  Wearing the colors should be something we all need to get more comfortable with.  I 
have to admit that this is something I haven’t practiced very often but plan to do more in 
the future.  The fact is that folks will never think differently about what the south fought 
for if we don’t tell them.  We are on the front lines of the battle.  Much like our ancestors 
who fought in battles where they were outnumbered 3-1 or 10-1 we are fighting against an 
ignorant population that is only taught in our schools about the “glorious” victory of the 
north over the south and freeing the slaves.  If we can get only ONE person to think differ-
ently about the causes and effects of the War Between the States then we have made a dif-
ference! 
3. Support causes that defend or preserve Confederate history.  If you are a regular reader 
of the Confederate Veteran, Southern Mercury or other fine magazines you know that our 
heritage is constantly under attack.  As you are able to you can send a donation to many 
different worthy causes such as saving a Confederate landmark, preserving a battle site, 
supporting a legal defense fund, creating a Confederate library, or others.  There are other 
things you can do that don’t require a money donation.  For instance, writing letters to the 
editor of your local newspaper to counter claims against our heritage.  Writing letters to 
your congressmen or the President to let them know how you feel about matters that deal 
with Confederate issues.  Keeping in communication with other camps and lending support 
in whatever way you can, either individually or as a camp. 
4. Get involved at the local camp level.  Teach a class on heritage in order to educate your 
members.  Involve yourself in activities that promote a positive image of the camp and of 
our ancestors.  Ask your camp officers how you can help out with the business of the 
camp.  As interest and involvement increase, so does membership which in turn leads to 
greater opportunities and outreach for our cause.  Besides all of this, seeing the member-
ship get involved with camp programs is a huge morale boost to the leadership.  Together 
we can accomplish a great deal. 
  So never feel that you are not important or that your efforts are not needed or appreciated.  
As we work together more will be accomplished, the camp will be encouraged and we can 
be proud that we all worked together to further the cause and promote the truth. 

Commander’s Column 
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Compatriots, I felt that we had an excellent meeting on the fourth of October.  We are moving ahead.  It used to be that a 
small core group was doing all the work. Now, more folks are doing the work, plus extras.  I commend our Commander, 
Norm Ernst, for getting a handle on the meetings.  He is doing very well for the "new guy".  He's taking charge like he was 
an old hand.  I really like the agenda that he puts together.  Good Job, Norm ! 
   Looks like we'll all be learning more about Roberts Rules of Order, I'm looking forward to it.  Sounds like Associate 
Member Kevin Bishop can instruct us in parliamentary procedure in the days ahead. 
   I really enjoyed the presentation given by Brina Bolanz of "Restored Stories".  She gave much needed information that I 
can personally use.  She did an excellent job, considering that she was pressed for time by our schedule.  Also, I am look-
ing forward to the next guest speaker, surprise me! 
   I would encourage all of you to try to figure out a way to help purchase that fantastic set of books for our library.  $5.00, 
$10.00, anything will help and we are a long way from our goal.  Chip in a few bucks at our next meeting.  I realize money 
and budgets are squeezed to the max at this point in our lives.  But, I probably waste $10.00 a month on...??? 
   We had guests at the October meeting, and I'm sorry I don't remember their names.  I just hope they'll come back and 
visit again.  Someone please get their names and contact info for me.  Dave Spigolon was back from the sea for a spell, 
glad he came.  And definitely not the least, but it was great to have our Chaplin "Swede" back among us!  And if in my 
forgetfulness, if I missed someone, perhaps our Editor Brent Jacobs can make an addition. 
   Many other great things are coming up in the months ahead, but I don't want to steal someone else's THUNDER so read 
THEIR columns in the next couple of months. 
   I am NOT getting political here but VOTE!  It's your right, your voice, exercise it ! 
Take Good Care.  Glen L. Edens 

Adjutant’s Addition  

Camp Library! -  Wally Walters of Kennewick, Washington came through town last weekend and dropped off the set 
of “Official Records of the War of Rebellion”.  The 128-volume set is an amazing resource for our Camp.  These books 
are a phenomenally comprehensive compilation of the official records, mostly battles reports, for both the Confederate 
and Union armies.  If you’re doing research on a particular unit, this huge resource will be invaluable!  Wally also will 
be selling reprints of all the old Confederate Veteran magazines, and if that weren’t enough he will be donating quite a 
few books to our Camp, as well.  As an incredibly thoughtful gesture, when Wally and Brent met this past weekend to 
hand-off the books, Wally presented him with a copy of “The Third Texas Cavalry” because he had remembered from a 
brief conversation back in April that Brent was from Hunt County in Texas, where part of the 3rd Texas was raised. 
 

Donations Needed - Several Camp members have made a donation towards the purchase of the aforementioned books 
(David Spigolon generously gave $100.00!), and a few others have mailed their donations directly to Wally, but unfortu-
nately there are many more Camp members who have not donated than who have donated.  Though we have not raised 
the full asking price for the Official records, Wally was kind enough to go ahead and give them to us.  We are all feeling 
the pinch right now, but we need to take care of this commitment.  Please dig deep and send what you can to the Camp, 
or to Wally Walters directly at 4002 W. Okanogan Ave. Kennewick, WA 99336.  If you choose to send your donation 
directly to Wally, please remember to let Brent know at brent.a.jacobs@gmail.com so the Camp can keep track of how 
much we have raised.  Also, please review last month’s Bayonet for some great deals on some flags to help raise funds. 
 

New Members -  Kevin Gore of Eugene, Oregon, who attended our September Camp meeting, has become our newest 
member!  The Confederate ancestor Kevin applied with is Private Bushrod Washington Oxley, who served in Co. A, 
35th Battalion, Virginia Cavalry.    We also received correspondence from Brooks Batson of Veneta, Oregon, who will 
be joining our Camp as soon as he obtains the necessary genealogical documents.   
 

Mid-Month Meeting - The periodic mid-month “BS Session” was held at the usual haunt, Izzy’s at Eastport Plaza, and 
was attended by Norm, Erik, and Karl Ernst, Dan Burch, and Brent Jacobs.  Attendance may have been a wee thin, but 
the conversation was thick!  We had a really great time, and all members should be encouraged to attend!  Norm or Erik 
typically posts a message on the Camp Yahoo Group and those who want to attend decide on a date.  The mid-month 
meeting is very informal and is a place for leisurely banter and good old-fashioned fellowship.  Come to the next one! 

 

Educational Committee - Please take the time to contact Camp Education Committee Chair Gary Johnson about your 
role or your ideas for future Camp meeting topics.  We need ideas for classes for upcoming meetings, research on SCV 
and/or Confederate topics for these classes, and folks to volunteer to teach classes.  In addition, the Camp is always in 
need of folks willing to present programs on Confederate history that they have particular knowledge or interest in.   

Camp 458 News 
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Tennessee Flagpole Project—The Dyer County Board of Zoning Appeals plans to consider issuing a permit Tuesday, Oct. 28, authoriz-
ing a Confederate monument. The called meeting is scheduled to begin at 3:30 p.m. in the conference room of the Dyer County Building 
and Zoning Office, 1910 Pioneer Road.  The County Commission voted Oct. 13 to allow historic sites and monuments in forestry, agricul-
tural and residential (FAR) zones as a permitted use on appeal.  Two days later, the Sons of Confederate Veterans filed the first request for 
a permit. The SCV has already started work on the Parks Cemetery Ridge Memorial Plaza. An 80-foot-tall flagpole and a 20-by-30-foot 
Confederate battle flag were erected last summer.  The application states that the memorial plaza will include development of a circular 
memorial plaza consisting of the 80-foot flagpole, a granite marker and a sitting area with appropriate landscaping and lighting.  (http://
www.stategazette.com/story/1471970.html) 
 

Confederate Graves Found In New Mexico—Civil War buffs say a rocky patch of vacant land likely holds hundreds of human remains 
in a long-abandoned cemetery, including the unmarked graves of 27 Confederate soldiers.  Ken Garrison, an officer with the New Mexico 
Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, said if the abandoned cemetery can't be preserved, soldiers' remains should be exhumed and 
reburied "in a respectable location."  The land is owned by Mary Silva, who said it's among the few valuable possessions she hopes to 
leave to her nine children.  However, state law makes it nearly impossible for Silva or her eventual heirs to do anything with the land, offi-
cially designated as an "unmarked burial ground," or for Garrison to relocate the Confederate graves.  State officials have known about the 
abandoned cemetery since at least 1995, said Glenna Dean, a former state archaeologist who is now associate director of the Northern Rio 
Grande National Heritage Area.  Dean said the cemetery was likely used from 1853 to 1875 and was probably a former Presbyterian 
cemetery. Its exact boundaries are unknown.  The bodies, Garrison said, include 27 Confederate soldiers who died of wounds sustained in 
the Battle of Valverde, a Civil War skirmish that took place on the nearby banks of the Rio Grande on Feb. 21, 1862.  (http://www.scsun-
news.com/news/ci_10771819) 
 

New Hunley Information—It's long been a mystery why the H.L. Hunley never returned after becoming the first submarine in history to 
sink an enemy warship in 1864, but new research announced Friday may lend credence to one of the theories. Scientists found the eight-
man crew of the hand-cranked Confederate submarine had not set the pump to remove water from the crew compartment, which might 
indicate it was not being flooded.  That could mean crew members suffocated as they used up air, perhaps while waiting for the tide to 
turn and the current to help take them back to land.  The new evidence disputes the notion that the Hunley was damaged and took on water 
after ramming a spar with a charge of black powder into the Union blockade ship Housatonic.  Scientists studying the sub said they've 
found its pump system was not set to remove water from the crew compartment as might be expected if it were being flooded.  The sub, 
located in 1995 and raised five years later, had a complex pumping system that could be switched to remove water or operate ballast tanks 
used to submerge and surface. 
"It now really starts to point to a lack of oxygen making them unconscious," said state Sen. Glenn McConnell, R-Charleston and the chair-
man of the South Carolina Hunley Commission, formed to raise, conserve and display the sub. "They may have been cranking and moving 
and it was a miscalculation as to how much oxygen they had."  In excavating the sub, scientists found little intermingling of the crew re-
mains, indicating members died at their stations. Those bones likely would have been jumbled if the crew tried to make it to the hatches in 
a desperate attempt to get out.  "Whatever occurred, occurred quickly and unexpectedly," McConnell said. "It appears they were either 
unconscious because of the concussion (from the attack) or they were unconscious because of a lack of oxygen."  Archaeologist Maria 
Jacobsen cautioned that scientists have not yet examined all the valves to see if the crew may have been trying to surface by using the 
pumps to jettison ballast.  "Can we definitely say they weren't pumping like mad to get water out of the tanks? No we cannot," she said. 
"I'm not really at a point where I think we should really be talking about what these guys were doing at the very end because we simply 
don't know all the valve settings."  But she said scientists can definitely say the valve that would have been used to remove water from the 
crew compartment was closed.  (http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20081017/ap_on_re_us/confederate_submarine) 

News From Around The Confederation 

Annual Camp Christmas Party!Annual Camp Christmas Party!Annual Camp Christmas Party!   

   Saturday, December 6th at 6:00PM 
Powellhurst Baptist Church 

Located at 3435 SE 112th in Portland 
(SE Powell & SE 112th Ave.) 

 

This year’s Christmas party will be a potluck! 
Please register with Commander Norm Ernst at  
503-234-7930 or at schnitzellover@yahoo.com 

with what food you’ll be bringing and how many 
guests will be attending. 

 

Also, as we’re saving a few bucks by making this a potluck instead of 
having this event catered, like years’ past, we should give a little to the 

church for the use of their facilities.  But in lieu of any cash, please bring 
a few cans of food to donate towards the church pantry! 

 

(Children and alcohol are both OK to bring, just don’t mix ‘em together though) 
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October Camp Meeting Speaker:  Brina Bolanz of “Restored Stories” 

Camp By-Laws Amended:  Camp Supplies, Color Sergeant, Robert’s Rules 

   At the October Camp meeting, three amendments were to the membership for consideration.  All three amendments 
passed, the first two unanimously, the last had one negative vote.  The full text of all three amendments: 
 

Camp Supplies - Members of the Camp Executive Committee may direct the Camp Treasurer to purchase supplies nec-
essary for Camp business and operations, providing such funds are available, of up to $100 per month without a vote or 
approval from the membership.  It will be the responsibility of the Treasurer to report any expenditures at each regularly 
scheduled Camp meeting.  The membership has the authority to postpone future privileges with a majority vote. 
 

Color Sergeant - The Camp Color Sergeant shall form, lead and instruct a Camp Color Guard, which will be duly trained 
and utilized at commemorative and memorial events.  He shall also have the responsibility of ensuring all appropriate 
flags are displayed at all meetings, parades, recruiting events, and other Camp functions. 
 

Robert’s Rules of Order - The Rules of the current edition of “Robert’s Rules of Order” (newly revised) shall govern all 
meetings and business within the Camp, so far as they are applicable and not inconsistent with these Camp by-laws or 
the Constitution of the national organization. 

   We had an outstanding guest speaker at our last meeting!  Brina 
Bolanz of Restored Stories gave a stellar presentation on how to take 
care of our old photos; how best to store them, them, repair them, 
display them.  She had a world of great advice! 
   Restored Stories is dedicated to helping families preserve their 
heritage and history by carefully organizing, preserving and beauti-
fully showcasing family photos & printed memorabilia.   
   The seeds of Restored Stories were planted when founder Brina 
Bolanz began the process of uncovering her own family’s stories 
through heritage photos.  After a lengthy learning process and experi-
encing many successes and pitfalls, Brina realized that others could 
deeply benefit from her knowledge and guidance when bringing their 
own families’ past back to light. 
   This, coupled with Brina’s passion for photography and things vin-
tage, sparked the idea for the company.  Restored Stories has selectively partnered with the best in the business for print-
ing and binding, archival materials and restoration work. This guarantees the finest preservation possible of your fam-
ily’s precious collections.   
   Careful attention to detail and a high level of client attention are the hallmarks of our services.  Restored Stories is 
grateful for the trust and confidence their clients place in them to handle their collections, and use the highest levels of 
care and archival practices to maintain this trust.   
   Brina’s degree in journalism and many years in the advertising, marketing and editorial fields give her meticulous 
wordsmithing skills and a keen eye for design, composition and flow.  Her work with the Oregon Historical Society con-
tinues to expand her abilities in historical photo and document handling, researching and dating.  Ever the organizer, 
Brina enjoys quickly determining the right order and archival home for each invaluable keepsake.  
   Brina and Restored Stories can assist you with your crumbling old photo-albums, preserve old slides, showcase your 
family memorabilia, and much more.  Being that we all have long lines of family histories and cherish our heritage, it 
would only be fitting to preserve our artifacts and keepsakes that we hold dear, in such a way that we can expect our 
children’s children to similarly have the ability to share them and pass them on, as well.  One of the best features that 
Brina offers is the scanning of all your old photo albums so that you can then print and display copies of the fragile and/
or faded photos, yet safely store the originals.  When you get a chance, take the time to visit www.restoredstories.com, 
or give Brina a call directly at 503-329-1490.  She really knows her stuff! 

Brina with daughter Rowan 



Page 6 Volume 3, Issue 10 

There is probably not one single member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
who has not heard of General Stephen Dill Lee or recited the charge he gave to 
us over one hundred and two years ago in New Orleans: 
 

“To  Sons of Confederate veterans, we will commit the vindication of the 
cause for which we fought.  To your strength will be given the defense of the 
Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emula-
tion of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principals which he loved and 
which you love also, and those ideals which made him glorious and which 
you also cherish.” 
 

Do we as the current possessors of this torch that General Lee passed to us have 
any idea of who he was?  Doctor’s son,  West Point graduate, Frontier Soldier, 
Artillerist, Youngest Confederate General, Husband, Father, State Senator, Col-
lege president, Author, Park Commission member, Commander in Chief of the 
United Confederate Veteran, Christian Gentleman, and Stephen Dill Lee was all 
of this.  In short, he was a remarkable man.  His obituary, written by his con-
temporaries just hours after his death on Thursday, May 28th, 1908, tells best of 
the love and admiration the entire country had for this man: 
 

GENERAL S. D. LEE HAS ANSWERED HIS LAST CALL 
Gallant Soldier of the Confederacy Passes Away at Vicksburg 
STRICKEN WELCOMING VETERANS OF THE NORTH 
General Lee Was Overcome While Greeting Iowa and Wisconsin Soldiers Who 

were Visiting the Battlefields About Vicksburg. 
 

Vicksburg, Miss., May 28. – Within sight of the fields which he had fought his hardest battles during the civil war and 
on the same ground he had welcomed and entertained his former foes less than a week before, General S. D. Lee, com-
mander in chief of the United Confederate Veterans, and one of the last three surviving lieutenant generals of the Con-
federacy, died here today in the Vicksburg National Military park at the official residence of the park commissioner. 
     Immediately following the death of General Lee, the sad intelligence was flashed to all parts of the country and from 
early this morning until late tonight, messages of condolence and sympathy continued to pour in.  From Montgomery, 
Ala., the cradle of the Confederacy, where its government was formed; from Richmond, Va., the stronghold of the south-
land during the greater part of the bloody strive; from New Orleans, the headquarter of the United Confederate Veterans, 
and from many other cities, not only in the south, but in the north and west, expressions of sorrow and brief eulogies 
were received.  Camps and other Confederate organizations, as well as many prominent persons, including the president 
of the United States, were quick to convey their expressions of sympathy to the bereaved family and the sorrowing com-
rades of the captain, and their messages were among the first received. 
Arrangements for Funeral 
     All arrangements for the funeral of General Lee were completed tonight, and an order bearing upon this was issued 
by Adjutant General Mickle from the headquarters of the Veterans at New Orleans, at the direction of General W. L. 
Cabell, of Dallas, Tex., who, in accordance with the by-laws of the organization, assumes the office of lieutenant general 
commanding.  Following the issuance of this order, General Mickle left New Orleans for Columbus, Miss., where the 
funeral will be held next Saturday afternoon at 4 o’clock. 
     The funeral train will leave Vicksburg tomorrow morning at 7 o’clock, arriving at Columbus latter in the day, where 
it will be met by several thousand veterans on their way to pay their last respects to their former comrade. 
     The funeral will be held from the late residence of General Lee, according to the burial rites of the Baptist Church, of 
which General Lee was a member.  The part which the veteran will take in the funeral will be under the direction of Ma-
jor General Robert Lowry, commanding the department of Mississippi of the United Confederate Veterans. 
Stricken Welcoming Old Foes 
     General lee was stricken here last Friday night, consequent upon an exhaustive speech welcoming four regiments of 
Iowa and Wisconsin soldiers, whom he had fought upon the Vicksburg battlefields forty-five years ago. 
      The emotion and excitement overmastered him and he finally became ill enough to take to his bed.  He rallied 
and failed alternately since then, and yesterday passed into a state of coma, growing gradually weaker. 
     General Lee’s sister, Mrs. James Harrison, of Columbus, was at his bedside at the time of his death.  Blewitt Lee, a 

SCV Heritage:  The Obituary of Gen. S.D. Lee                     Submitted by Secretary Dan Burch 

Lt. Gen. S.D. Lee 
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son, who is general attorney of the Illinois central at Chicago, is en route for Vicksburg. 
     President Roosevelt, who was a great admirer of General Lee, was among the first to send condolence. 
Ranking Officer of Confederacy 
     At the time of his death General Lee was the ranking officer of the Confederacy.  Two other lieutenant generals of the 
Confederacy still survive.  They are General Alexander P. Stewart, of Tennessee, and General Simon Bolivar Buckner of 
Kentucky, but by virtue of the precedence of his commission General Lee outranked both of these. 
     General Lee was one of the South Carolina Lees.  He was born in that state in 1833.  He received his appointment to 
the United States military academy at West Point, and graduated at that institution, receiving his commission in the artil-
lery. 
     At the outbreak of the civil war, General Lee resigned his commission in the United States army and entered the Con-
federacy.  He served with the Confederacy army in Virginia until after the battle of Antietam, when he was made briga-
dier general and sent to Vicksburg. 
Prominent at Siege at Vicksburg 
     General Lee play a prominent part in the siege of Vicksburg, and following the fall of that city was then taken a pris-
oner.  He was exchanged and promoted to the rank of Major General, and ordered to the southwest.  He was subse-
quently assigned to the Army of Tennessee with the rank of lieutenant general, and served up until the close of hostili-
ties. 
     Chaplain J. Williams Jones, United Confederate Veterans, speaking of General Lee says of Him” 
     “His first service in the war was as aide to General Beauregard, being one of two officers sent to demand the surren-
der of Sumter, and when the demand was refused, ordering the nearest battery to fire on the fort.  He served as captain of 
a battery in the Hampton Legion, and in November 1861, he was promoted major of artillery; served with Johnston at 
Yorktown in the spring of 1862; was promoted lieutenant colonel of artillery for gallant and meritorious service; was 
with Whiting at Seven Pines, and was Magruder’s chief of artillery in Seven Days around Richmond; was then put in 
command of the fourth Virginia cavalry, scouting; when the cam-
paign against Pope opened he was made colonel of artillery and put 
in command of a battalion of twenty guns. 
At Second Manassas 
      “At Second Manassas he occupied a ridge between Jackson’s 
and Longstreet’s positions, and when the enemy advanced his heavy 
lines to crush Jackson, Lee opened up on them with all his guns, 
which he handled so superbly and with such terrible effect that the 
slaughter was fearful, and the enemy’s columns retired.  Colonel Lee 
and his battalion (Consisting of Rhett’s South Carolina battery under 
Lieutenant William Elliott, and Parker’s, Eubanks’ and Jordan’s Vir-
ginia batteries) were highly complimented in the official reports and 
President Davis said that they saved the day. 
      When General Hood succeeded General Johnston, Lee partici-
pated in the ill-fated campaign in Tennessee.  Lee commanded the 
rear guard on the retreat from Nashville, and his skillful engagement aided by his heroic fighting of his men and by For-
est, who came to his aid later, saved the remnants of Hood’s army.  He was severely injured in the campaign. 
     At the close of the war general Lee devoted himself to the education of southern youth as president of the Mississippi 
Agricultural and Mechanical College. 
     On the death of General John B. Gordon, General Lee was unanimously chosen commander in chief of the United 
Confederate Veterans, and was always the most conspicuous figure at the annual reunions of that organization.  Just be-
fore his death, he was making preparations for the reunion next month at Birmingham, and had already completed the 
task of assigning commanders and sponsors for those positions which are appointive on such occasions.  
National Park Commissioner 
     General Lee held under the United States government the office of commissioner of Vicksburg national military park.  
It was in this park that several handsome monuments were unveiled by the Iowa and Wisconsin veterans last Thursday. 
     After serving for a number of years as president of the Mississippi Agricultural and Mechanical College.  General 
Lee resigned that position and moved from Starkville, Miss., the seat of the institution, to Columbus, Miss., which was 
his home at the time of his death. 
[The Atlanta Constitution, Vol. XL No. 348 5/29/1908; p.1col. 2; p.12 col.3,4] 

SCV Heritage:  The Obituary of Gen. S.D. Lee                     Submitted by Secretary Dan Burch 

Vicksburg National Military Park 



Page 8 Volume 3, Issue 10 

   In November of 1889, against the wishes of his wife Varina’s wishes, eighty-one year old Jefferson Davis, e-soldier, 
ex-senator, ex-secretary of war, ex-president of the former Confederate States, ex-political prisoner, ex-insurance com-
pany president, ex-Texas A&M president and current author and world traveler insisted on making one more trip.  He 
wanted to go up the Mississippi River from his home in New Orleans to his old home at Briefield plantation in Missis-
sippi.  His trip was cut short when he became seriously ill.  He returned to New Orleans a very sick man.  There on Sat-
urday, December 6, at 12:45 a.m., he died of an undetermined illness, but most agree it was pneumonia.  He was univer-
sally loved in the South, but the wounds of the War Between the States was still festering a generation after the guns on 
the battlefield fell salient.  President Davis was still a polarizing figure of history when he died. Tears were shed freely in 
the former Confederacy, but not so in his present country.  The following articles were printed days after his death was 
announced.  See for yourself what was said when the great statesman passed away. 
 

THE SOUTH BOWED DOWN WITH GRIEF 
THE UNIVERSAL FEELING OF LOVE FINDS MANY EXPRESSIONS 
NEW ORLEANS, Dec. 6 [1889] – The chieftain of the Confederacy died at the elegant house of his life-long friend, J. 
U. Payne.  It was to this welcomed haven he was taken when he returned from his last trip up the Mississippi.  From the 
beginning Mr. Davis had insisted that he was suffering his fatal illness and only once to be seen to share the hopes of his 
faithful wife and physicians. 
   Last night he was taken with a chill and it crushed out what life vitality there was left in this emaciated form.  In the 
evening Mrs. Davis administered some medicine, but the patient declined to receive the whole dose.  She urged upon him 
the necessity of taking the remainder, but putting it aside with the gentlest of gestures he whispered: “Pray excuse me.”  
These were his last words.  Gradually he grew weaker and weaker but never for an instant seemed to lose conscious-
ness. 
   A touching incident occurred in the death chamber this morning upon the arrival of Milo Gooper, an aged and de-
crepit colored man who had been Mr. Davis’ servant during the war.  For the past 15 years Milo had been a resident of 
Florida, and each year has sent to his old master some kindly remembrance in the shape of oranges or some other fruit 
grown by him.  Hearing of the severe illness of Mr. Davis he departed for New Orleans for the purpose of getting a last 
glance of his kindly face before its disappearance in the grave.  Upon his arrival this morning he was admitted to the 
death chamber, where he fell upon his knees and, bursting into tears, prayed for his dead master. 
{The Pittsburg Post, p.1 Col.1} 
 

   This story and others related to Jefferson Davis filled the entire four fifths of this issue’s front page as well as several 
articles on page six and seven of the same paper.  It was a similar story throughout the major cities and towns of the 
South.  A great leader had passed from the scene, and the grief the south felt was real. Atlanta, Memphis, Montgomery 
and Richmond all vied for the honor of being the President’s final resting place.  Throughout the South the nation’s flag 
flew at half mast.  Apparently, the nation did not recognize the accomplishments and contributions that Davis had made 
to the United States.  The leadership of the country saw only a man “who had committed treason” as the following ex-
cerpts of articles would suggest.  The bitterness which had existed between the sections of North and South was still very 
much in evidence a generation later.  Redfield Proctor, Secretary of War and former Colonel of the 15th Vermont Volun-
teer Regiment was determined not to have the U.S. flag hoisted to half mast at the War Department.  The following an-
swer to this question of the flag at half mast was published by the Salem Daily News 0f Salem, Ohio: 
 

WASHINGTON CITY, Dec. 7. – Jefferson Davis was secretary of war from 1855 to 
1857, during Pierce’s administration, and the question asked by many citizens yesterday 
morning was:  “Will the national emblem be hoisted at half mast over the [war] depart-
ment today?”  The answer to this question was obtained when secretary of war Proctor 
was seen early in the morning and whether this courtesy would be shown in this case.  He 
said:  “I see no occasion for any action whatever.  It would subserve no good purpose that 
I can see. ‘Tis better to let the matter rest in oblivion, sleep if it will, and relegate it to the 
past, than do anything that would revive memories best forgotten.” 
     Several army officers in talking about the case approved the secretary’s determination 
to ignore the matter and said there was really no other course to take in view of the fact 
that the citizenship of Jefferson Davis has never been restored. 
{The Salem Daily News, p. 1 col. 12/11/1889} 
 

   Secretary of Interior, John W. Noble was even more adamant, even insulting in not fly-
ing the flag at half mast:  
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ST. LOUIS, Dec. 7. – Secretary Noble, who is in this city, was asked:  What do you think 
about hoisting the flag at half mast on government buildings in honor of Jefferson 
Davis?”  He replied:  “I don’t think it will be done, and it ought not to be done.  If Mr. 
Davis had ever shown a proper spirit of repentance it would be different.  To the very last 
he refused to take the required oath of allegiance and never, by word or not, has he shown 
that he regretted his treasonable acts or that he looked upon the result of the war a final 
decision against the erroneous principles for which he plunged the country into a most 
cruel and destructive civil war…with his death there is removed one of the most irritating 
elements of what is known as the southern question.” 
{The Logansport Pharos, p. 2. Col. 3 12/8/1889} 
 

   I might add that Secretary Noble was a Union Brevet General during the war.  Immedi-
ately following the death of Jefferson Davis a conflict began between the Grand Army of 
the Republic, (G. A. R.), a union veteran organization.  The following small article enti-

tled, “Two Fire-eaters Discuss G.A.R. Participation in the Jeff Davis Funeral.”  These remarks were made by the Gover-
nor of Ohio, Joseph B. Foraker, (yes, a Captain in the 81st Ohio), and a member of the Columbus Ohio G.A.R. post, 
Comrade Dalzell.  Both of these men’s opinions were very sad angry, bitter statements: 
 

COLUMBUS, O., Dec. 10, -- Governor Foraker, in a reply to a question as to the propriety of G.A. R. comrades partici-
pating in the funeral services of Jefferson Davis, said:  “That is a matter I don’t care to discuss further than to say I do 
not propose to attend.” 
   Comrade Dalzell, of the Caldwell, O. G.A.R. post, stated:  “No Grand Army man can attend Jeff Davis’ funeral with-
out violating his muster-in oath.  The member who does so should be expelled and the post that does so deprived of its 
charter.  The doom of all traitors and the penalty of treason is death. For my part the funeral of an old traitor comes too 
late for me, for I should have been happy to attend it with curses during the war, when he should have been hanged for 
murder and treason.  To honor his memory now is treason.” 
The Pittsburg Post, p.1. Col. 4 12/11/1889 
 

   Very tough words.  The misinformation concerning our Southern heritage and the true story of the sacrifice our ances-
tors gave is nothing new.  The United Confederate Veterans, our predecessors knew the lies and untruths we face today 
very well.  The victors really do write the history. 
   The G.A.R. controversy was cooled off when a compromise was worked out: 
 

NEW ORLEANS, Dec. 10. – Some feeling has arisen in the ranks of the Grand Army of the Republic, and for some time 
it was reported that they would not turn out in the funeral parade of the Jefferson Davis.  The fact is that when the monu-
ment to Albert Sidney Johnson was dedicated a few years ago they took part in the proceedings with other veterans, but 
at the ensuing meeting of the national encampment, their course was condemned by resolutions of that body. 
   There has always been a kindly feeling between Jeff Davis and the old Federal soldiers, and they feel they will lose 
none of their self respect in paying mortuary honors to his remains.  It is now understood that the members of the G.A.R. 
will turn out as ex-Federal soldiers divested of their Grand Army badges.  General A. S. Badger, G.A.R. Post com-
mander and Captain Jacob Gray, present commander of the Grand Army, both prominent Republicans, will serve 
among the pall bearers 
{The Pitts burg Post, p. 6 Col.1. 12/12/1889} 
 

   As the Year of Davis comes to a close, 2009 will be the 200th birthday of President Davis’ adversary, Abraham Lin-
coln.  As was brought to our attention, the 150th anniversary will be celebrated the next five years.  This misinformation 
and downright untruths we face are nothing new as this article plainly shows.  The words, treason and traitor applied to 
great American heroes such as Jefferson Davis were on the lips of the misguided and uninformed citizens and reported 
by a sensational media one hundred and twenty years ago.  We as Sons of Confederate Veterans have been charged with 
“the defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name,” and a “duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to 
future generations.”  Are we up to the task?  Are we ready to attempt to dispel these lies and tell the true story of the 
war? 
   On August 2 of this year, Commander Ernst challenged us to have in-depth heritage classes to promote education of 
the membership as a whole in dispelling untruths about the Southern cause.  Only with education can we hope to honor 
our Charge.  I urge all of us to participate in this splendid challenge.  As this article shows, we have generations of false-
hoods and deceptions. Let’s all step up to the plate and be ready for the fight that’s coming. 
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   Harpending…Asbury Harpending…No, he was not James Bond, and some 
would argue, not a secret agent either, but Asbury Harpending does deserve at 
least a footnote in Confederate history.  He along with a gang of characters/
misfits, one of which had more money than common sense, came very close to 
pulling off their plan of delivering if not California to the Confederacy, than at 
least some of her gold. Asbury Harpending was born in Southwestern Ken-
tucky.  His birth date unknown, but he was in his twenties at the time of the 
War Between the States.  He came to California in 1857 and had done pretty 
well in the goldfields.  He would become famous in the 1870’s as the master-
mind of the “Great Diamond Hoax,” a brilliantly concocted con involving fake 
Arizona diamonds.  He was one of three men who approached Department of 
the Pacific Commander, Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston on supporting a seces-
sion movement in the Pacific Northwest.  When Johnston refused to be a part 
of the plot, the Pacific secession movement collapsed, but not in Harpending’s 
mind.  Harpending’s plan to bring California’s gold, (and a bit for himself, I’m 
sure) to the Confederacy, was not over. 
   The young man had met up with another young man named Alfred Rubery, a 
native of England while in the goldfields.  For some time, the two had contem-
plated a plan purchasing a schooner and arming her at San Francisco, capturing 
a mail steamer and outfitting her as a privateer, and then after capturing other 
steamers, disrupt the flow of gold to the Eastern States.  With this object in 
mind and because, “I am a Southern gentleman and not a pirate,”  sometime in 
1862, he journeyed to the Confederate capital at Richmond and received a let-

ter of marquee from President Davis, authorizing him to prey on the commerce of the United States, and a Captain’s 
commission in the Confederate States Navy.  Upon his return to San Francisco, he and Rubery made arrangements to 
purchase such a vessel as would suit their purpose.  This first attempt failed miserably due to the fact that the drafts 
drawn on Rubery’s account were denied because lack of funds.  The two also made a trip to Cerros (now called Cedros) 
Island, off the coast of Baja California, for the purpose of determining its fitness as a depot, and as a rendezvous from 
which to attack Panama steamers.   In January or February, 1863, Harpending met with William C. Law at San Fran-
cisco.  Law, an erratic sea captain who had been relieved of a ship because of his behavior, was missing two fingers on 
his right and the inability to say no to any bottle of alcohol, especially rum.  In the 1850’s he had captained the Panama 
mail steamer Oregon.  At first, he was apparently dismissed by Harpending but later recalled when he could find no one 
else.  As Harpending would later say, Law “was the most repulsive reptile in appearance I ever set eyes on.”  Showing 
Law his letter of Marque and Commission, and reptilian-looking or not, Harpending solicited the 39 year old captain to 
help procure a vessel. Law readily agreed to take part in the scheme.  Soon afterwards he pointed out the schooner, J. M. 
Chapman, a vessel of about 90 tons and a fast sailer, who had made news by making the trip from New York to San 
Francisco in 138 days. 
   It was about this time when Harpending became acquainted with Ridgeley Greathouse, a San Francisco capitalist and 
ardent secessionist.  As the local newspaper, the Daily Alta California, described him after the fact…”a loud mouth se-
cessionist, would to our mind attach suspicion to any movement the [J. M. Chapman] might make.” The now men, 
Harpending, Rubery, Law and Greathouse after meeting several times, convinced Greathouse to purchase the schooner 
in his name and also to put up funds to purchase arms, munitions and stores, and to engage a mate and crew.   
The morning after the schooner was purchased by Greathouse, Law took charge, moving it to a wharf at the city front, 
and hired a cook and five seamen, one of whom named Lorenzo L. Libby, to serve as mate.  At the same time Great-
house let it be known that he was acting in the interest of the Liberal Party of Mexico, who was fighting the French un-
der Maximillian, and under this pretext, arms and munitions were purchased, consisting of two brass rifled twelve 
pounders, shells, fuse, powder, muskets, pistols, lead, caps and knives.  These were packed in cases marked “oil” and 
“machinery” and shipped as quietly as possible.   Naval Uniforms were also purchased, as well as lumber to build a 
lower deck, complete with berths and a brig.  The five would-be Confederate Naval personnel met once more to finalize 
their plan and decided who got what shares of the loot they would take.  Their final plan was that they would sail for 
Guadalupe Island, also off Baja California and more remote that Cerros Island.  The J. M. Chapman would be outfitted 
for war, and from Guadalupe Island they would proceed to Manzanillo, Mexico and present their letter of marquee, le-
gitimizing their actions.  Then raising the Confederate ensign, their plan was to capture a Panama mail steamer, and re-

Asbury Harpending in 1915 at age 76 
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fitting as a warship, carry out their plan to disrupt San Francisco harbor in particular 
and California gold shipments in general. 
   Finally, on Saturday night, March 14, in accordance to their plan, the last of the 
cargo went on board and the participants also boarded the schooner.  Fifteen men, 
who had been employed by Harpending as privateer men, were placed in the hold in 
an empty place left for them, among the cargo, directly under the main hatch.  The 
only person absent was William Law, who remained on shore with the understand-
ing that he would board before morning.  Law, however.  Apparently became quite 
intoxicated and missed his pre-dawn appointment. 
   Unfortunately, for the would-be Confederate secret agents, their plans had been 
known to Federal authorities for some time.  Between Greathouse’s great mouth and 
Law’s inebriated loose tongue, the not so secret plans were a well known fact along 
the city wharf.  Soon the plans were known by the Collector of Customs, the Sur-
veyor of the Port and to Isaiah Lees, the 27 year old Chief of Detectives of the San 
Francisco Police department.  Lees conferred post haste with Commander Shirley, 
in command of the U. S. Sloop-of-War Cyane, docked not too far away from the J. 
M. Chapman, and Colonel Drumm, the Army’s Chief of Staff for the Department of 
the Pacific.  Unbeknown to Harpending and the others, they had been under surveil-
lance for weeks. 
   Just before morning approached Rubery, became nervous and when Law did not 
appear, proposed sailing without him.  At daylight, Law was still absent and Libby cast off the lines and began working 
the schooner out from the wharf and into the stream.  The mainsail was partially hoisted, but no sooner had they left the 
wharf than two boats were observed being put off from the Cyane carrying U. S. Revenue officers, San Francisco police-
man and U. S. Marines.  As they headed for the schooner, Lobby pointing at them, said to Greathouse, that they were 
after them, a somewhat obvious statement.  Rubery then insisted on running up the sails but Libby reminded the young 
man that there was no wind and that it would be useless to do so.  It a few minutes, it was all over.  Libby, Greathouse 
and Rubery were arrested on deck.  Two sailors, three sailors and the cook hired by Law had apparently quit the en-
deavor, Harpending, and the fifteen “privateers” were captured peacefully.  Although armed with loaded pistols and 
Bowie knives, the prospect of doing battle with U. S. Marines vanquished any smidgen of bravery they may have pos-
sessed.  Quickly confiscating the cargo, the officers and Marines began a search for papers, finding a number of scraps, 
some torn, some chewed and some burned strewn about the gold.  According to the Oregonian, in the baggage of 
Harpending and Rubery were found a proclamation to the people of California to “throw off the authority of the United 
States,” and a plan to capture the forts around San Francisco and in particularly a plan to capture Alcatraz Island. 
   Colonel Drumm, in turn had the prisoners confined on Alcatraz to await their trial for treason.  Both Law and Libby 
quickly made a deal to turn state’s evidence in exchange for their freedom.  The trial began seven months later, and 
Rubery, Greathouse and Harpending were convicted.  They were fined $10,000 and sentenced to 10 years in prison.  
Shortly afterward, at the end of the war, they were all three released under the General Amnesty Act. 

   Asbury Harpending, ex-secret agent for the Confed-
eracy and ex-Confederate Naval Captain, who never 
sailed a ship, and wouldn’t have a clue how to in the 
first place, went on to further adventurism including his 
diamond caper which he wrote about in a book entitled, 
The Great Diamond Hoax and other stirring incidents 
in the Life of Asbury Harpending, published in 1913.  
He died a millionaire in New York City in 1923.  He 
may have lacked the ability and judgment to truly be 
effective as a Confederate agent, and his plans were 
easily foiled by the “loose lips” of his comrades, the 
fact that he came as close as he did to completing his 
plans to disrupt California gold shipments is intriguing.  
Yes, he certainly deserves a footnote in Pacific Civil 
War history for his participation in the only “action” 
against the Confederate Navy in California waters.  

USS Cyane 

San Francisco - 1863 



 

   In 1889, almost 25 years after the Civil War ended, a group of Missouri Confederate veterans gathered in Higginsville for 
their annual reunion. While meeting to remember old times and past glories, these men recognized the need to establish a 
haven for their less fortunate comrades. Across the state, veterans and interested parties joined forces and founded the 
Confederate Home Association. Within a year, the association raised enough money to purchase 365 acres of prime farm-
land just north of Higginsville. Newly formed Southern patriotic women's organizations, especially the Daughters of the 
Confederacy, began earnestly seeking funds for the construction and outfitting of dwellings on the site. In April 1891, 
Julius Bamberg became the first veteran admitted to the Confederate Soldiers Home of Missouri. He was the first of more 
than 1,600 veterans and their wives, children and widows who sought shelter at the home over the next 59 years. 
   Needy and incapacitated former soldiers and sailors from across the South resided at the home after proving their service 
record, financial need and Missouri residency. Most had been infantry, artillery and cavalry privates, but others served as 
officers, sharpshooters, partisan guerrillas, musicians, paid conscription substitutes, naval personnel on the first ironclads, 
and even spies. They participated in every theater of war and in every major battle, from the first shots fired at Fort Sum-
ter to the Confederate surrender at Appomattox. Veterans from the border states and all but one of the Confederate states 
lived and died at the home. Unlike other Southern veteran institutions, Missouri's home admitted women and children 
from its beginning. 
   By the mid-1890s, the Confederate home faced a serious financial crisis. Insufficient funding, due in part to a nationwide 
depression, forced the home's board to appeal to the state for assistance. The state took over financial control of the home 
in 1897, but a board of trustees made up of Confederate veterans continued to oversee its operation. 
   As the years passed, the home continued growing as the Civil War veteran population aged. At its height, the home annu-
ally cared for more than 380 veterans and their families, and the property consisted of 30 buildings, a thriving farm and 
dairy, and a memorial park. The home generated its own electricity and steam heat, and in many ways it was a community 
unto itself. 
   The "comrades," as the veterans commonly referred to one another, were minor celebrities in the state and were often 
visited by political candidates. Future president Harry S Truman visited the home on at least two occasions, as did presi-
dential hopeful William Jennings Bryan. Missouri chapters of the United Daughters of the Confederacy lavished the old 
folks with attention by holding holiday celebrations, dances, memorial services and other events on a regular basis. 
   On May 8, 1950, the last surviving Missouri Confederate soldier, Johnny Graves, died at the home at the age of 108. He 
was buried alongside 800 others in the site's cemetery. The state transferred the four remaining widows to a nursing home, 
officially closing the Confederate Soldiers Home of Missouri. 
   Soon after its closing, another state agency appropriated much of the property and demolished many of the dilapidated 
buildings. However, the Missouri State Park Board took over management of the remaining property, consisting of the 90-
acre Confederate Memorial Park, cemetery and one cottage. 
   Today, the 135-acre Confederate Memorial State Historic Site commemorates the more than 40,000 Missouri soldiers 
who fought for the Southern cause. The grounds include the century-old chapel and cottage, a farmhouse, and the 1920s-
era hospital building. Visitors today can enjoy the memorial park with its many small lakes, fine old trees and beautifully 
kept lawns. They can fish, enjoy an afternoon picnic, or walk through the historic cemetery and restored chapel, both on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 


