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   The annual Camp 458 picnic was held out at the Jefferson Davis Park on Saturday, 
September 6th, and it was awesome!  There was a great turnout, and our Camp was able 
to meet our newest member, Ron Leasure.  A couple of members that hadn’t been seen 
for quite some time made it out, and we even had a couple of compatriots from the 
Camp in Olympia, Washington, drive down.  Two grills were on-hand cranking out bur-
gers and dogs, and there was quite an array of foods brought by the members and their 
guests.  We had southern fried chicken, a couple different potato salads, three kinds of 
beans, cornbread, deviled eggs, several casseroles and desserts, even Filipino pansit, and 
two huge jugs of Texas sweet tea.  Prior to the feast though was a short dedication in 
memory of the 145th anniversary of the battle of Chickamauga.  Commander Ernst gave 
the opening remarks, Brent Jacobs gave the keynote address providing some background 
and history on the Chickamauga campaign and what it means to us today, and Dan 
Burch gave a fantastic presentation from a personal perspective.  Dan’s GG-grandfather 
served in an Alabama regiment at Chickamauga, and Dan read portions of letters that he 
later wrote about the battle after the war.  Dan also brought a rose bush to dedicate in 
memory of Chickamauga, which Erik Ernst planted at the park entrance.  Dan’s speech 
is printed in its entirety on page 4, and photos of the festivities are on pages 6 and 7. 

(L to R) Sec. Dan Burch, Adjt. Glen Edens, Treas. Brent Jacobs, Cmdr. Norm Ernst, Lt Cmdr. Erik Ernst 
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Camp Officers 
   A question that has been on my mind recently is why is it important for us to meet once a 
month?  We’re all aware that life can be hectic, schedules are tight and our priorities 
change with time.  All of us have valid reasons for not making a meeting now and then.  
Vacations, sickness, important family gatherings, etc. obviously take priority.  But from 
time to time I think it’s important that we examine WHY it is that we meet together.  Let’s 
just look at a few of the reasons that come to my mind and I hope that you agree that these 
are important to you too: 
 

1. Fellowship of men with a common interest.  When we joined the SCV we were agreeing 
with our camp brothers that our ancestry is important to us.  When we meet together, get to 
know each other better, we encourage one another to be diligent and work together to fur-
ther our cause.  For me, meeting once a month keeps me charged up and ready to face the 
opposition the rest of the month. 
 

2. Discussing issues of importance to the entire camp.  In the course of our meetings    we 
often discuss issues that affect us on a national and local level.  The feedback of the camp 
members is important in making sound decisions.  Our camp meetings are YOUR opportu-
nity to express your opinions and help influence the future of our camp. 
 

3. Sharing of stories about our Confederate ancestors.  Often times in the course of re-
searching the history of our ancestors who fought in the War Between the States we dis-
cover something significant and worth sharing with the camp.  Some of our camp brothers 
have presented entire programs about the lives of their Confederate ancestors and the role 
they played in the events that made up the “Civil War”.  Most recently Dan Burch gave a 
telling of the involvement of his ancestor in the battle of Chickamauga.  The battle came 
alive in his narrative and it was interesting to look at the battle from the perspective of 
someone with first hand experience. 
 

4. We need you.  It’s often been said that there is strength in numbers.  It has been encour-
aging to see new members join us and take part in our meetings and other activities.  When 
there are more of us, we have a greater voice and are better able to speak out against those 
who want to rewrite history.  We can also accomplish more when our numbers increase.  
Our goal should be to not just have members who are just names on a list but ones who 
actively involved with the workings of our camp. 
 

   I understand that some have good reasons why they can’t come because of health, dis-
tance, etc.  But I would challenge those who are able to commit to being with us as often 
as possible.    It has been inspiring to see many of you step up to take on the work of our 
camp.  Thanks for that and let’s keep it up. 
 

   These are just a few of many good reasons to come to meetings as often as you can.  
Let’s all make it a goal to see how you can personally help our camp by being more in-
volved in camp activities.  Because of your effort SCV Camp 458 will continue to grow 
and thrive. 

Commander’s Message 

Compatriots:  I must address the picnic.  I was very pleased with the outcome.  Jami and I 
enjoyed the fellowship with everyone.  Only one fault that I can find, was the fact that the 
time went too quickly.   Thanks to Dan for the great special program, I would like to see 
more of these programs.  Each one of the officers, myself included need to do this on a 
regular basis.  I am looking forward to guest speakers also.  Thanks to all for the good 
food !!  (Overate as usual.)  Was good to see Tom Vincent and Jon Hendrickson from the 
Olympia Camp.  Anyone who missed this picnic really missed a good time.  Again, I re-
peat, it was too short.  The park looks great and  I am proud of all the effort and labor that 
my fellow Compatriots put into this labor of love.  You can take much pride in your ac-
complishments !  As we move ahead, remember to communicate with each other your 
thoughts, concerns and personal goals for our camp. Glen Edens, Adjutant 

Adjutant’s Addition  



The Other Jefferson Davis Highway Marker! -  The twin of the Vancouver Jefferson 
Davis Highway marker was at the northern end of the state in Blaine, right on the Cana-
dian border in the Peace Arch Park.  It was removed back in 2002 due to political correct-
ness, and has been in storage in Blaine ever since.  Though the Washington State Parks 
Department had stated that the marker would never go back into the Peace Arch Park and 
they sent numerous letters to the local UDC over the years stating that they no longer 
wanted it, it was decided that the marker would stay put...mainly as a personal misguided 
act of defiance.  When UDC President-General Janice Langford came to Portland for the 
Northwest SCV Convention it afforded many of the local compatriots to get to know her 
and begin dialogue on this issue.  Brent Jacobs wrote a letter to Mrs. Langford detailing 
the plight of the Blaine marker, and that it was basically in the hands of the enemy.  Even-
tually, the State of Washington was going to consider the marker abandoned property and 
dispose of it.  After long and careful consideration, and the prodding by a very influential 
couple within our ranks, she later wrote a letter to the Parks Department reclaiming the 
marker, and appointing Oregon Division Commander Jacobs as agent for accepting and 
safeguarding it until a suitable home is procured somewhere up in the Blaine/Whatcom County area.  Until then, the 
marker will be stored in friendlier hands at the Jefferson Davis Park with it’s sister stone. 
 

New Member -  Compatriot Ron Leasure transferred his membership to our Camp from the Lt. Dixon-CSS Hunley 
Camp #2016 in Sparks, Nevada.  He resides in Salem.  Ron retired from US Airways after 25 years, and is now a semi-
retired antique dealer.  Ron’s wife, Joan, worked 35 years in the school district.  He admits to being born a yankee, as 
was my father, but his mother was born in Georgia.  Ron’s GG-grandfather was Jefferson Davis Jones.  His GGG grand-
father, Charles W. O' Kelly, is from Buncombe Co, NC.  His three siblings were Charles, Benjamin, and Francis in the 
25th North Carolina Infantry.  Charles is Ron’s direct ancestor.  He was wounded at Sharpsburg, and retired to the inva-
lid corps on Feb 9th, 1865. 
 

McIver Recruiting Event - The annual re-enactment at McIver went off without a hitch, though there was something 
missing...a Camp 458 recruiting table in Sutler Row!  Associate Member Harold Slavik stepped up offered a period fly, 
but the other pieces of the puzzle such as volunteers, recruiting supplies, tables and chairs, a tent, etc, never materialized.  
There’s always the Spring, and we usually do a gun-show around November! 
 

Camp Member Appointed to Army Staff - ATM Commander Todd Owens called Camp 458’s very own Brent Jacobs 
last week to ask him if he would be interested in the position of Lieutenant Commander of the Army of Trans-
Mississippi.  Brent gladly accepted and was eager to perform any duties that Commander Owens might assign him.  
Brent now holds positions at the Camp, Division, Army, and National level.   
 

Committee Report - The Long-Range Planning and Procurement Committee, established primarily to raise funds for 
the Camp library has received only a few donations.  We need money in order to procure the complete 128-volume set of 
the Official Orders of the War of Rebellion, as well as other items such as annual compendiums of the Confederate Vet-
eran magazine.  Please send what you can, and contact Commander Ernst or Compatriot Jacobs with any questions. 
 

Road-Trip to Prairie City - The Camp trip to Prairie City, Oregon, has been postponed.  Due to a number of reasons, 
including the SUVCW being unable to make it and general unpreparedness, the trip is now being tentatively scheduled 
for May 2009.  Let’s get this event planned now, and do our ancestors proud by properly honoring these veterans. 
 

Battle-Flags Going To The Battle-Zone - Adjutant Glen Edens and Treasurer Brent Jacobs are sending Confederate 
flags to Compatriot Brian Eagleheart in Afghanistan for him to proudly display and take photos of.  We hope to get one 
published in the Confederate Veteran, as well as The Bayonet.  If you would like to send something to compatriot Eagle-
heart, such as a “care package”, please send it to: Brian S. Eagleheart - 301 ERQS/Medevac/Intel - APO AE, 09355. 
 

Seattle Camp Meeting - The R.E. Lee Camp #587 in Seattle is having it’s first meeting in years!  The meeting will be at 
10:00AM on Saturday, November 8th, at “Clara’s Pantry” in downtown Edmonds, Washington, at 3rd & Main.  Mem-
bers of the Olympia Camp are planning to attend, and members of our Camp should attend as well to give them as much 
support as possible.  Getting a Camp going, and keeping it active, can be a real challenge!  They are also establishing a 
newsletter and just put up a website, too: www.scvcamp587.org. 
 

Camp Christmas Party - December will be here before we know it.  Volunteers are needed to coordinate this year’s 
Christmas party.  If anyone would like to lead this endeavor, or help put it together, please contact Commander Ernst. 
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Camp 458 News 



   We are taking some time to honor the brave men who fought for their families and for their homes, 145 years ago this 
September in a small corner of northern Georgia.  If you will indulge me,  I would like to tell the story of a one man, a 
boy really, who was there at the Battle of Chickamauga that third weekend in September, 1863.  He was an eighteen year 
old Alabama farm boy.  His army records stated he was red-haired, blue-eyed and short of stature.  Chickamauga was 
not his first battle.  That didn’t matter.  He was still scared.  His name was Littleberry Burch…everyone just called him 
Berry…short for his nickname his mother had given him…”Huckleberry.”  Littleberry “Huckleberry” Burch was my 3rd 
great uncle. 
   Berry Burch wrote to his daughter 42 years after the battle what he was feeling on the eve of that battle.  “I was 
scared,” he said.  “And I was praying.  I prayed hard.  I was praying for my mother and my brothers.  I remember asking 
the Lord, ‘Why don’t these people just go home and let us be.’” 
   Just about two years earlier, sixteen-year-old Berry and his best friend and first cousin, Alfred Burroughs, climbed 
aboard a ricked wagon to drove to Roanoke to sign the roster of the Randolph County “Highlanders.”  The Highlanders 
would eventually become Company F of the 25th Alabama.  Five months later, his “laughing, good-natured cousin Al-
fred, would succumb to measles at Corinth, MS, having never fired a shot in anger. 
   Berry’s baptism of fire would be one month later at Shiloh – where he would write rather matter-of-factly many years 
later, “It was a hard fight.”  After Shiloh, he would write that he “walked around Kentucky for awhile guarding a wagon 
train.”  He would see battle again at Murfreesboro, TN, where the 25th Alabama would loose heavily, including there 
beloved Captain William Handley, and future U.S. Congressman who was wounded severely by artillery.  Fortunately, 
the Captain’s First Lieutenant and younger brother, F. M. Handley was equally loved and he would lead Company F un-
til he himself was wounded at Franklin, about two years later. 
   So on Saturday, Sept. 19, Private Berry Burch, Company F and the 25th Alabama waited for orders.  The 25th Ala-
bama was one of five regiments, a sharpshooter battalion and an artillery battery, all Alabamans, which made up Deas 
Brigade, commanded by a French educated, Mexican War Veteran, South Carolinian and Mobile Alabama merchant, 
Zachariah Deas.  His brigade was part of Maj. Gen. Thomas Hindman’s Division of Polk’s Corps. 
   That morning this brigade was dug in at Gordon and Lee’s mill.  Finally, they were ordered to move northward along 
Chickamauga Creek, toward what would be the left week of the Confederate force.  The right wing of Polk’s Corp was 
already engaged that morning and no doubt Berry could hear the boom of the artillery and the rattle of the musketry four 
miles away. 
   The heavy woods made movement difficult but it also served to masked their movement from the eyes of the Feder-
als.  By that evening the 25th Alabama and Deas’ Brigade were dug in facing Union Gen. Carlin’s brigade and their 
breastworks across Lafayette Road.  There the boys waited for the reinforcements under General Longstreet, who would 
command the left wing to arrive. 
   The next day, Sunday, Longstreet had arrived and personally ordered Gen. Deas’ brigade to assault Carlin’s Breast-
works.  Before Carlin’s brigade knew what hit them, the Alabamans were on top of them.  After a short sharp fight the 
southerners carried the breastworks taking many Yankee prisoners.  They pushed on to an open field of dry grass and old 
logs which bursting shells at set on fire, called the Tan Yard Field. 
   Here as the 25th and her sister regiment, the 22nd Alabama started across, they were met by friendly fire from other 
Alabamans.  As men began to fall, and others dove for the ground, seeking cover, the tow color bears of the regiments 
stood tall, waving their battle standards until they were recognized and the firing ceased.  They charged across the Tan 
Yard Field to a small hill known as Lytle’s Hill, where Union General W. H. Lytle would fall mortally wounded.  Here 
they would charge a second breastworks atop this hill and once again the Union defenders would flee.  At Bloody Pond, 
gen. Deas began a northern movement toward what would become the focal point of the battle, Snodgrass Hill or as it 
was known then, Horseshoe Ridge.  Thos ridge was already under attack when the tired Alabamans  were ordered to 
support the attack and assault Gen. George Thomas.  It was here that Tomas would be known as the “Rock of Chicka-
mauga” for his stubborn refusal to be driven from this ridge.  Three times Company F and the 25th Alabama charged up 
that ridge, and three times they were thrown back.  After the third attempt they could go no more.  Deas’ Brigade and the 
25th Alabama had dislodged two Federal brigades from fortified positions, taken hundreds of prisoners, captured 17 can-
non and moved three miles into the rear of the Federal line – no wonder they were exhausted that Sunday evening. 
   It would be a costly victory when the federals withdrew to Chattanooga.  The 25th Alabama had suffered 33 per cent 
of the 330 men engaged in battle that day.  The 22nd had suffered even greater loss with 250 of their 371 men as casual-
ties.  Some 18,000 Southern boys were lost in that two day battle.  16,000 Federals were either killed or 
wounded.  34,000 casualties in forty eight hours…a slaughter which we of the Vietnam generation can scarcely imagine. 
   The next day, Monday, Private Burch, along with hundreds of his comrades, were formed into burial details. Here they 
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Chickamauga Dedication:  Dan Burch’s Speech 



   As a member of the SCV, you often get asked to donate money for different Confederate causes.  Though most of 
these causes are very worthy, you often don’t get much in return but a warm fuzzy feeling knowing that you helped out.  
There is absolutely nothing wrong with helping good causes but here is an opportunity to help raise some much needed 
funds for Confederate causes and come away with a spectacular keepsake!   
   For a limited time, and on a first come first served basis, Brent is offering up several of his old “Flags of Yore” flags 
for “sale”.  100% of the proceeds will go towards Camp projects.  These flags are all handmade and hand-painted to 
their original dimensions, and they are all made of 100% southern cotton unless otherwise specified.  These flags also 
feature period correct eyelets and/or sewn ties instead of grommets, again, unless indicated otherwise.  
   If you would like to purchase a flag, if you have any questions, please e-mail Brent at brent.a.jacobs@gmail.com! 

 
1st National CSA silk 4’x6’ 7-star - $200.00                         Army of Northern VA Infantry Battle Flag - $175.00 
 
 
US 34-star 1861 4’x6’ - $150.00                                      Louisiana Confederate State Flag - $100.00 
 
 
1st National CSA 13-star (12+1) - $100.00                    Missouri Battle Flag - $75.00 
 
 
Polk Army of Tenn. Battle Flag - $100.00                   ANV Chief Engineer Flag (one-sided) - $50.00 
 
 
    
Texas Historic Dodson Flag (grommets) - $50.00         Texas Historic Goliad (one-sided) Flag - $50.00 
 
 
 Texas Historic Alamo 1824 Flag - $50.00                       1st National CS Navy (3+2+3+2+3 pattern) - $100.00 
 
 
Isle of Man Hand-Painted - $100.00                               Breckinridge “KY Orphan Brigade” - $75.00 
 
 
Van Dorn Army of Trans. Miss. Flag - $75.00                           10th Tenn. “Sons of Erin” Hand-Painted - $150.00  
 

 
Wales (Dragon) Hand-Painted - $100.00                        
                                                                                                  Texas Republic ‘Pilot’ Flag (2’x3’ nylon) - $50.00 
 
Republic of Ireland (grommets) - $50.00 

New Fund-Raising Effort:  Flags For The Cause 

would bury the torn, bullet and shell ravaged bodies which littered the battleground by the thousands.  Some so mangled 
it was impossible to determine Union or Confederate.  They would be buried into mass graves, united once again in 
death. 
Berry Burch would survive the carnage of Chickamauga and witness more slaughters at the battles before Atlanta, Nash-
ville, Franklin and Jonesboro.  Finally, of the 81 “Highlanders” who signed or made their marks on that muster roll in 
October of 1861, the eight survivors of the old Company F would be paroled at Greenville, NC on April 26, 1865. 
Burch would return to Alabama, marry and have five children.  He would work his farm, work his family saw mill busi-
ness, and become an elder in his Baptist Church.  Then, five days before Christmas, 1911, he would pass away, just 143 
miles from the Battlefield of Chickamauga. 
   Today I would like to challenge each of us.  Our heritage, our Southern heritage is under attack as never before.  As a 
local radio station so aptly asked; “Since when did it become politically incorrect to honor veterans in the Pacific North-
west?”  They just as aptly answered. “When those veterans are Confederate Veterans.”  Private Berry Burch’s story is 
not that different from your ancestor’s story.  Whether on the battlefields of Virginia or Tennessee, Georgia or Missouri, 
Arkansas or Texas, They fought for their home and their family.  As Burch reminded us in the letter to his daughter, he 
fought for his mother and his brothers.  It is our duty, and yes our privilege to honor these brave men today.  Do we have 
the metal of heart – the steel of courage – the sacrifice of love that our forefathers had on the battlefields like Chicka-
mauga?  I pray we do – I pray that I do. 
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Annual Camp Picnic 

   Left - Commander Norm Ernst gives his opening 
remarks during the Chickamauga remembrance.  
Typical of Norm’s dedication to his new position as 
Camp Commander, Norm invoked the Charge in his 
speech, and he makes one question his personal com-
mitment to the Camp and Cause in a very positive 
way.  Norm and his sons had at least one Confederate 
ancestor that was present at Chickamauga. 
   Lt. Commander Erik Ernst led those in attendance in 
the Pledge of Allegiance and the Salute to the Confed-
erate Flag, as well as recited the Charge .   

   Right - Bettie cuts into some cornbread 
as folks set up.  The tables all filled up in 
short order.  Gary Johnson’s fried chicken 
was a huge hit, as usual, as were Jami 
Edens’ “cowboy beans” and Donna Ernst’s 
chicken casserole.  The food was fantastic, 
but the joy of the day was the fellowship.   

   Left - Dan Burch reads portions of letters written by his 
great-great-grandfather concerning the battle at Chicka-
mauga.  Dan has become an invaluable member of the 
Camp with his volunteerism and newsletter submissions. 

   Right - Erik and Norm plant the rose bush that Dan 
brought to honor the memory of Chickamauga.  The red 
flowers in the baskets were donated to the park by Bettie, 
as were the beautiful red and white flowers planted around 
the flagpoles and the magnolia tree! 
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Annual Camp Picnic 

   Left - Our fellow compatriots Camp 
Commander Tom Vincent and Camp 
Chaplain Jon Hendrickson of the Gen. 
J. Patton Anderson Camp #1646 in 
Olympia, Washington, standing next 
tot the Vancouver Jefferson Davis 
Highway marker in the new Jefferson 
Davis Park.  Tom and Jon drove all 
the way down for this little shindig.  
Now that’s some great support!   
   Both of these gentleman also came 
to the Pacific-Northwest Convention 
and Ball, and Tom made it to our 
Camp Christmas party last year.  Our 
Camp should reciprocate when we 
can and attend Camp #1646 events 
and functions as often as possible, or 
even sponsor co-events! 

   Right - Now that’s some seri-
ous barbecuing going on!  
Check out that attention to de-
tail!  All eyes are trained 
squarely on the meat cooking on 
two separate grills.   
   If we could all concentrate this 
hard together on heritage de-
fense (or heritage offense), just 
imagine what kind of whoopin’ 
we could give the politically-
correct folks who are trying so 
hard to eliminate anything and 
everything Confederate! 

   Left - Compatriots and guests 
draw close to listen to Norm, 
Brent, and Dan during the cere-
mony remembering the battle of 
Chickamauga.  The gentleman 
at the far left in the red shirt is 
our Camp’s newest member, 
Ron Leasure.  The gentleman 
closest to the camera is Darrell 
Holt of the Olympia Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War 
Camp and a good friend to Ken 
Richmond.  He has ancestors 
that fought on both sides of the 
war and is in the process of join-
ing SCV Camp #1646. 
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   On December 20, 1860, the state of South Carolina succeeded from the Union and the United States ceased to exist. 
Two weeks and two days later, a first term Democratic Congressman from the far off state of California wrote a letter to 
Democratic friends in San Francisco advocating “establishing a prosperous, happy, and successful Republic on the Pa-
cific slope…” John Chilton Burch envisioned an independent Pacific nation in which his California and northern 
neighbors, Oregon and Washington Territory as well as Utah and New Mexico territories, “begin to look to our own 
safety…” unite together, drawing counsel from the first law of nature, “self preservation. 
   John Chilton Burch, (no relation to the author) was thirty four in January of 1861.  He was born in Boone County, Mis-
souri on February 1, 1826 where he was educated, studying law, and eventually becoming the Assistant Adjutant Gen-
eral for the state of Missouri.  In 1850, at the height of the California Gold Rush, Burch evidently contracted “gold fe-
ver,” moving to California to become a placer miner in the Northern California mining camps.  By 1853, he was back in 
politics, having been appointed district attorney of Trinity County.  In 1856, he was elected to the California State as-
sembly and in 1859, he was elected to Congress.  Pro-Southern in his views, although personally against slavery, he con-
sidered succession a “constitutional right of sovereign state to separate…from the union of states.” 
Far off Oregon and California was a continent away from the Federal government at Washington D. C. In the weeks be-
fore and after the turbulent succession of South Carolina and her sisters Southern States of Alabama and Mississippi, 
John Chilton Burch saw the “once noble union” divorcing from one another before his eyes.  But what about Burch’s 
native California and her neighbor Oregon to the north?  The Congressman question whether the Pacific Northwest 
should be drawn into the conflict or as he put it, “a fraternal war” in the first place.  Also, it had a little over a decade 
since the Oregon question had been settled with Great Britain.  With the U. S. splitting up, would the Federal Govern-
ment be able to protect the Pacific states if Great Britain or even Mexico should once again have designs on “reclaiming 
her lost territories.”  This was a real concern to the population of California and Oregon in the first couple of weeks or so 
of 1861.  As remote as the people of the pacific Slope may have felt during this time the idea of succession was not re-
mote from their thoughts.  Oregon and California, as well as Washington Territory (now Washington and Idaho) were 
settled by immigrants from the mid west, including Missouri and the Southern States.  Succession had been discussed for 
years so not only were they acquainted with succession, many in the Pacific Northwest supported the Constitutionality of 
Succession. 
  In the election of 1860, Abraham Lincoln won Oregon and California with only about a third of the vote, 32% in Ore-
gon and 34% in California.  The remaining vote was split between the Democratic candidates Stephen Douglas and Vice 
President John C. Breckinridge, the latter supporting the Constitutional right to Succeed. Lincoln was clearly not a ma-
jority President in the Pacific Northwest. Pro-secessionist organizations, the largest of which was the Knights of the 
Golden Circle, were beginning to sprout up in Oregon and California.  Of the Fifty three papers published in Oregon and 
California in 1861, only nine were pro-Lincoln, including Portland’s Weekly Oregonian.  Whether Oregon and Califor-
nia would remain with the Federal States was not a foregone conclusion in early 1861. In response to Lincoln’s victory, 
pro-Southern Democrats, including Congressman John C. Burch, issued a call for the succession of California and the 
creation of an independent Pacific republic which would include Oregon and Washington Territory and possibly New 
Mexico and Utah. The key to the secessionist movement in the Pacific Northwest was the Department of the Pacific 
Commander, Colonel (brevet General) Albert Sidney Johnson. General Johnson, a Texan, strongly believed that the 
South represented the cause of freedom and traditional democracy of popular sovereignty.  Pro-secessionists knew that 
in order for the Pacific Northwest to succeed, they needed the cooperation of General Johnson.  According to some ac-
counts, these men met with Johnson, and he declined to support their plans of succession.  He said he had sworn an oath 
to defend the Union, and though he believed that Lincoln had violated and destroyed the Constitution holding the Union 
together, he would not go against his word.  Without Johnson’s support the Pacific Northwest succession movement 
soon collapsed and the plans for a Pacific Republic never came to fruition. General Johnson later resigned and served the 
Confederacy as a General.  Arguably, he was as capable if not more so than Robert E. Lee.  However, his service to the 
Confederacy would be short.  He was killed at the Battle of Shiloh in April of 1862. 
John Clifton Burch returned to San Francisco after his one and only term in the U. S. Congress ended in March of 
1861.  His political career in ruins because of his support for secession, he resumed the practice of law and later declined 
to be a candidate for Judge of the Supreme Court of California.  He died at age fifty nine on August 31, 1885; a little 
over twenty years after the guns of the War Between the States fell silent.  The former advocate for an independent Pa-
cific Republic is at rest in San Francisco, largely forgotten.  His letter to pro-secessionist businessmen in San Francisco 
published by the January 26, 1861 issue of the Weekly Oregonian follows: 
Burch’s Republic 
“In a very short time, despite our earnest and unceasing exertion, a fraternal war may be waged with all that ferocity 

Pacific-Northwest Secessionist: John Chilton Burch               Submitted by Secretary Dan Burch 
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which characterizes civil war alone; we should begin to look to our own safety, to draw counsel from the first law of na-
ture – self preservation – and to determine whether it is not better for us to cease our connection with a people bent on 
self destruction and political annihilation into which we must be drawn if our present relations continue.  It is expected, 
nay, even it is hoped, by many of all parties, and regard as a matter of coarse by nearly everyone North as well as South, 
that California, Oregon, New Mexico, Washington and Utah, will seek refuge for themselves from the blighting effects 
of disunion and civil war, by retiring and establishing a prosperous, happy and successful Republic on the Pacific Slope, 
to which they and our brethren here may look for peace and quiet for themselves and their children, when such blessings 
are no longer tolerated near the Atlantic, along the Ohio, nor even in the broad valley of the Mississippi. 
“The people of California and her neighbors should be of one mind on this subject, and be prepared for the emergency; 
and if the fates should force us to this last sad resort, let us, with a disposition to welcome all who come to us from our 
old home, seeking an asylum, raise aloft the flag of the ‘Bear,’ surrounded with the ‘hydra’ pointed cactus of the West-
ern wilds, and call upon the enlightened nations of the earth to acknowledge our 
independence and to protect us, the only waif from the wreck of our once noble 
union – the youthful but victorious Caesarian Republic of the Pacific. 
It would be improper here, and at this time, to point out the advantages which 
would flow to us from the establishment of a government embracing within its lim-
its that country lying between the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific ocean; because 
we ought not to be, and I am confident we would not be activated by any such self-
ish motives; still it is impossible to withhold from the speculative mind, in viewing 
this subject how incomparability superior our condition would be as a  separate and 
independent government, with no interest that is not common; no feelings that are 
not sympathetic, and into which no firebrand could be thrown which would not 
expire through mere inattention. 
My subject in writing this will be accomplished, if I could succeed in indicating it 
to be my best judgment from the facts and lights before me, that the time is near at 
hand when an opportunity will be forced upon us to establish a separate govern-
ment on the Pacific, which, profiting by the errors of the past, may become perma-
nent and everlasting.  And further, that there is an urgent necessity for action on our 
part in one direction or another, no matter with what reluctance, not however much 
such necessary action may militate with our patriotism. 
The people of California and her neighbors are one in interest and feelings; their 
pursuits and institutions are not incompatible or inconsistent with each other.  We 
must then, in order to preserve these elements of harmonious action unite our fortunes, and if necessity requires it, pro-
claim for ourselves, and those who come after us, freedom and independence; any other course may plunge us into that 
same vortex which, I fell will soon swallow up the antagonistic interests on this side of the continent. 
Weekly Oregonian, 1/26/61 p.3 col. 4,5. 

Pacific-Northwest Secessionist: John Chilton Burch               Submitted by Secretary Dan Burch 

New Committee Needed:  Sesquicentennial Committee  
   Commander-in-Chief Chuck McMichael’s General Order #1 directs the individual Camps and Divisions to start pre-
paring now for the 150th anniversary of our war for southern independence.  The directive states that we should hold 
events and commemorations throughout 2010-1015, focusing on the causes of the war and the vindication of our fore-
bears’ good names.  We need not put our attention solely on battles.   
   You can bet your bottom dollar that as the 150th anniversary of particular events approaches, the myths of the “great 
emancipator” and the righteousness of the Union’s invading armies will explode across the airwaves, and the true story 
of the South will even more forcefully be tarnished than it already is right now! 
   It is essential that our Camp, and our SCV and UDC friends in the Pacific-Northwest formulate plans to counter the 
impending lies and disinformation, that the ignorant media will surely spread, to find avenues that we can relay Confed-
erate history and heritage within our spheres of influence, to establish events and activities that will bring attention to  
Oregon Confederates as well, to incorporate sesquicentennial events into future conventions and balls, etc. 
   There’s a lot to do, over a long period of time, but we cannot sit idly by or only one side of the story will be told.  The 
only things the average person “knows” about the South and the Southern Cause are all negative, and wrong.  With the 
interest that is sure to be given this subject, we are standing before a great opportunity here to really honor our ancestors! 
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Hardly had the seamstresses turned out their first set of First National Flags when complaints about the emblems' appear-
ance began to be voiced.  
       From the military viewpoint, the similarity between the two sides' flags led to confusion, especially at the first big 
battle of the war, First Manassas. "The mistake of supposing Kirby Smith's and Elzy's approaching troops to be Union 
reinforcements for McDowell's right was caused by the resemblance, at a distance, of the original Confederate flag to the 
colors of Federal regiments," recalled Confederate Lt. Gen. James Longstreet. This mishap caused the Confederates to 
cast about for a new ensign, brought out our battle-flag, led to its adoption by General Beauregard, and afterwards by 
higher authority as the union shield of the Confederate national flag.  
       Civilians were also generally unhappy with the similarity between the northern and southern flags. "There is little 
room for doubt that the resemblance of the Confederate flag to that of the United States renders it displeasing in the eyes 
of more than three fourths of our population," editorialized the Daily Richmond Examiner on 13 December 1861. "The 
desire for a change in the present banner has been so generally manifested that is nearly certain that it will be made." The 
newspaper's editor further suggested that the new flag should not have stars or the colors of red, white, and blue, prefer-
ring instead a gold or scarlet national emblem in the canton or center of the field.  
       A Joint Committee on Flag and Seal was appointed by both houses of the first Confederate congress, and on 19 
April 1862 it submitted its recommendation as a joint resolution: "Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of 
America, That the flag of the Confederate States shall be as follows: A red field, charged with a white saltier, having in 

the center the device of a sun, in its glory, on an azure ground, the 
rays of the sun corresponding with the number of States compos-
ing the Confederacy." After a great deal of debate the House of 
Representatives voted 39 to 21 to postpone further consideration 
of the resolution, which the Senate never formally discussed. 
Therefore, it died in Congress; and apparently few if any of these 
flags were made, as no physical examples exist today.  
       Nevertheless, unhappiness with the First National Flag con-
tinued. In the Confederate field armies the problem of a flag that 
looked like that of the enemy-an important objection when the 
colors regiments carried on the field were a major means of identi-
fication-was solved by local commanders (see the page on the bat-
tle flag). Indeed, the battle flags of the Army of Northern Virginia 
were those most seen in the capital city of Richmond, and most 
influenced Confederate legislators.  
       Consequently, on 22 April 1863 Senate Bill No. 132 was in-

troduced, which read: "The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the flag of the Confederate 
States shall be as follows: a white field with the [Army of Northern Virginia] battle flag for a union, which shall be 
square and occupy two thirds of the width of the flag, and a blue bar, one third of the flag, in its width, dividing the field 
otherwise."  
       Passed by the Senate, the bill was introduced on the floor of the House on 1 May to a great deal of debate. One pro-
posed motion removed the blue bar from the field and instead edged the field with red. Another suggested simply adopt-
ing the Army of Northern Virginia battle flag, in a rectangular shape, as the national flag. In the end, however, the bill 
that passed the House and was agreed to by the senate described the flag as follows: "The field to be white, the length 
double the width of the flag, with the union (now used as the battle flag) to be a square of two thirds the width of the 
flag, having the ground red; thereon a broad saltier of blue, bordered with white, and emblazoned with white mullets or 
five-pointed stars, corresponding in number to that of the Confederate States.'  
       The Second National Flag was approved by both houses and became official on 1 May 1863. It was first used to 
cover the coffin of the beloved Lt. Gen. Thomas Jonathan "Stonewall" Jackson, who had been badly wounded at the Bat-
tle of Chancellorsville on 2 May and died of pneumonia on 10 May. His coffin, draped with the new Second National 
Color, lay in state in the chamber of the House of Representatives on 12 May. As a result of this connection, as well as 
due to the fact that both this flag and Jackson's picture appeared on the too dollar bill of the 2 February 1864 issue, the 
Second National Color was often called the "Jackson flag". The pure white field also led to the Second National Flag 
being nicknamed the "stainless banner".  
       On 26 May 1863 the Second National Flag was designated by the Secretary of the Navy as the official naval jack, or 
ensign. The orders establishing the jack also spelled out the specific proportions Of 2:3. A flag 54 inches in the fly would 

Featured Flag:  2nd National Flag, the “Stainless Banner” 
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be 108 inches long with a square canton 36 inches on each side. The arms of the saltier were to be 1/4.8 the width of the 
canton, so on a flag 54 inches in fly they would be 7.5 inches wide. The white border on the saltier was to be 1/22 the 
width of the canton, or in this case 1 3/5 inches Wide. Each star was to have a diameter of 1/6.4 the canton width; they 
would be 5.5 inches in diameter in this example.  
       As it turned out, surviving examples differ widely from both the regulation flag and each other. The Second Na-
tional Flag used as the standard of the 8th Virginia Cavalry measures 53 inches by 98 inches; that used by Lt. Gen. Jubal 
Early in his headquarters flag was 47 inches by 72 inches; and the headquarters flag of Maj. Gen . J.E.B. (Jeb) Stuart 
was 46 inches by 74 inches.  
       Moreover, Second National Flags were used mostly by the government on its buildings and forts and the navy on its 
ships; army units in the field did not as a whole take to the new flag. Indeed, First National Flags were still being used as 
late as the Battle of Gettysburg by some units in the Army of Northern Virginia, despite the new flag's introduction.  
       Some Second National Flags were apparently issued by the Richmond Clothing Depot, which made unit colors and 
standards as well as clothing, to units in the Virginia and North Carolina theaters, although plain First National Flags 
continued to be carried-e.g., by the 44th and 60th Georgia Infantry Regiments-in that theater even after the new flag's 
introduction. The Second National Flags from the Richmond Depot were made of cotton and bunting in the correct 2:3 
proportion. The dark blue St. Andrew's cross bore 13 white five-pointed stars. The white fimbriation overlapped the ends 
of the cross.  
       In large part, however, Army of Northern Virginia units that received the new flags cut off the white field and flew 
only the small battle flag when on active service. As mentioned above, a number of Second National Flags were used as 
headquarters colors by various Army of Northern Virginia general officers, among them Stuart and Early.  
       Soldiers in the Western theater, however, apparently took to the new flag more than those in the East. There a small 
number of infantry regiments received these flags and carried them as their regimental colors. These flags generally 
lacked the white overlap at the ends of the cross. The 11th Tennessee Infantry Regiment even painted its unit designation 
in dark blue on the field over battle honors for Rockcastle, Cumberland Gap, Tazewell, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, 
and Missionary Ridge. Its color measured 33 inches by 67 inches, and did have overlaps on the ends of the St. Andrew's 
cross. The 8th Virginia Cavalry Regiment embroidered its unit designation in white on the field, along with a battle 
honor for White Sulphur Springs in the same material. 

Featured Flag:  2nd National Flag, the “Stainless Banner” 

Southern Cookin’:  Texas Sheet Cake 

    
  Cake     Frosting 
   • 1 cup butter   • 1/2 cup butter 
   • 1 cup water   • 1/4 cup cocoa 
   • 1/4 cup cocoa   • 1/4 cup plus 2 tblsp milk 
   • 2 cups sugar   • 4-1/4 cups (1 lb) powdered sugar 
   • 2 cups flour   • 1 tsp vanilla 
   • 1/8 tsp salt   • chopped pecans 
   • 2 eggs 
   • 1 tsp baking soda 
   • 1/2 cup sour cream 
   • 1 tsp vanilla 
 
Combine butter, water, and cocoa in saucepan over medium heat.  
Heat until butter melts.  In a large bowl mix together sugar, flour, 
baking soda, salt, eggs, vanilla, and sour cream.  Add the melted but-
ter mixture and mix well.  Pour into a 15x10x1 jelly roll pan and bake 
for 20 minutes at 350-degrees. 
 
For the frosting, combine butter, cocoa, and milk in a saucepan; bring to a boil.  Add the remaining ingredients and mix 
well with an electric mixer.  Spread the frosting over the hot sheet cake and sprinkle the pecans onto the cake. 



 

   The most celebrated schoolboy performance of the war was the baptism of fire of the Virginia Military Institute Cadet Corps at 
the Battle of New Market, Virginia-the only such instance in the war. The action took place in the Shenandoah Valley outside the 
village of New Market, in rolling country between a fork of the Shenandoah River and the flank of Massanutten Mountain. It was 
fought May 15, 1864, between a Federal force of some 6,500 under General Franz Sigel and Confederates about 4,500 strong, un-
der General John C. Breckinridge.  
   The Cadets had marched in from Lexington, leaving the younger ones on their campus disconsolate, feeling disgraced at missing 
the opportunity to fight. The corps was 215 strong when it reached New Market, and was put into the opening battle on Sunday 
morning. They were eighteen or under, some of them sixteen, and reputedly even younger. (Tradition has it that some were only 
fourteen.)  
   They marched behind their commander, Lieutenant Colonel Scott Shipp, twenty-four, who rode a dappled gray horse. The boy 
soldiers heard their first cheering near the front, as General Breckinridge rode by "like the Cid," in the words of young John Wise, 
son of a Virginia governor.  
   About noon, when a black thundercloud hung over the valley, the cadets joined the Confederate line of battle in the center, the 
place of honor the history conscious among them thought. They came to a hill crest, passed their own little battery in action, and 
went down a slope into the open.  
   They heard musket fire and artillery, but nothing seemed close until a clap burst overhead. Five men went down in C Company: 
Captain Govan Hill, and Merritt, Read, Woodlief, and John Wise. just before he lost consciousness Wise saw Sergeant Cabell look 
at him with a pitying expression.  
   "Close up, men," Cabell said.  The line reached a ravine within 300 yards of a busy Federal battery-the six fine guns of the 30th 
New York, under Captain Albert von Kleiser. The ravine gave cover from the cannon, which fired from a crest studded with young 
cedars. The ditch was filled with cedar scrub, briers, stones, and stumps, and the cadets were a few minutes in passing through; 
even so, they were out before the older veterans on their flank, the 62nd Virginia.  
   Once the cadets halted under heavy fire while the file straightened, and the advanced flanks came even with the center. A dwell-
ing, the Bushong House, split their line, and by companies they passed on either side, marking time beyond, restoring the line once 
more.  
   Colonel Shipp halted them. "Fix bayonets," he said. Almost immediately he was struck by a shell fragment, and fell. Several 
cadets were wounded at this moment, and the file lay down. Someone yelled an order to fall back on the next Confederate unit, but 
Cadet Pizzini of B Company swore and said he would shoot the first man who moved backward.  
   Captain Henry Wise got to his feet and shouted for a charge on the guns, and the line went up after him.  A Federal Signal Corps 
captain, Franklin E. Town, on the hill beside Von Kleiser's battery, watched the cadets come on with such fascination that it did 
not occur to him that he might be captured. The big guns had already changed from shrapnel to canister and then double canister, 
so that the air was filled with murderous small iron balls. The cadet corps did not falter, and in these last yards lost most of its dead 
and wounded.  
   Captain Town saw:  "They came on steadily up the slope. ...Their line was as perfectly preserved as if on dress parade. ....Our 
gunners loaded at the last without stopping to sponge, and I think it would have been impossible to eject from six guns more mis-
siles than these boys faced in their wild charge up that hill."  
   The cadets were soon among the Federal gunners with bayonets. Lieutenant Hanna felled one with his dress sword, and Winder 
Garrett caught one with his bayonet. One cadet found Lieutenant Colonel W.S. Lincoln of the 34th Massachusetts on the ground, 
pinned by his fallen horse, but still defiant, and ready to shoot with a cocked pistol; the cadet subdued him with a bayonet.  
   With wild yells the cadets greeted the sight of the Institute flag over the guns, waved by their tall ensign, Evans, and celebrated 
their victory on the hilltop while the rainstorm broke.  The corps had eight dead and forty-four wounded, all told.  
   The 62nd Virginia, charging beside them, had seven of its ten captains shot down, four dead, and a total of 241 killed and 
wounded.  The chase went on for three miles as Sigel's force withdrew to Rude's Hill and beyond, and there was fighting, espe-
cially by artillery, after dark.  
   The next day, when he passed the VMI battery at the roadside, General Breckinridge stopped to pass compliments:  "Boys, the 
work you did yesterday will make you famous."  
    Dave Pierce, a boy soldier not too young to understand military life, called back: "Fame's all right, General, but for God's sake 
where's your commissary wagon?"  
   An impressive ceremony still a part of VMI life today celebrates May 15 on the Lexington campus. Selected cadets at roll call 
snap their replies as the names of the New Market casualties are called: "Dead on the field of honor, sir."  


